
November 10-12, 2017
 Middle School Retreat
 Camp Grier
 Keynoter:  Rev. Jason Myers, Chesnee, SC
 Cost:  $90 per person (youth and adults)
  Registration Form available www.presbyterywnc.org

February 17th, 2018
 Faith and Sexuality Retreat
 Open to all 5th through 8th graders and their parents
 Montreat, NC
 Cost:  $10 per person
 
March 16-17, 2018
 High School Service Retreat
 4H Camp at Black Mountain Home for Children
 Led by the PYC and BMHC
 Cost:  $25 per person

April 28, 2018
 Adventure Day!
 Bring your middle and high school youth!
 Camp Grier - Old Fort, NC
 Cost:  $20 per person 
 
Summer 2018 (likely in July)
 Mission Trip for BOTH middle and high school youth
 Details to follow but the trip will be “local”
 Somewhere in the southeastern USA
 Cost:  TBD
 

Upcoming Youth Events for PWNC
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I am a beloved child of God who has been transformed by the Grace 

of God. An invitation for me to lead a youth mission trip in 2007  

forever changed my life. As I repaired homes in Petersburg, VA,  

God was working on healing some of my own disrepair. I became  

fully convinced that God wanted me to be a leader in the church, 

and I stepped out in faith to answer the call to become a Minister in 

the PC(USA). I now serve as the pastor of Purity Presbyterian 

Church in Chester, South Carolina. I  am 

deeply passionate about our need  to act 

on the behalf of the "least of these," and 

I seek to empower others as they put 

their faith into action. My wife, Martha, 

and I have three children: Andrew (12), 

Chloe (11), and Benjamin (7). Our home 

is fiercely protected by Sasha, our  

adopted German Shepherd! 

Middle School Retreat 

Nov. 10-12, 2017 

Meet Jason Myers, Keynote Speaker 

 

Register 

By 

November 3 
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985 Camp Grier Rd, Old Fort, NC 

Phone: (828) 668-7793. 

Directions:  From I-40, take Exit 73 to 

Old Fort. Head north and turn left   

onto Main Street (Hwy 70). Turn right 

onto Orchard Street then right onto 

Camp Grier Rd. 

Registration deadline Nov. 3rd 

$90/person ($100 after Nov. 3rd) 

 

Check-in begins at 6:00pm Friday 

in the dining hall. Dinner will begin 

at 6:30pm. The retreat concludes 

with Sunday morning worship. No 

lunch will be served on Sunday.  

What to Bring:  Sleeping bag or bed 

linens and pillow, towel and toiletries, 

any medications, comfortable shoes 

and clothes, Bible, flashlight, rain 

gear, and offering for Sunday worship. 
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PWNC Middle School Retreat Registration Form 

Please complete form & 

mail with payment by 

November 3rd to: 

 

Lisa Pressley 

PWNC 

114 Silver Creek Road 

Morganton, NC 28655 

Church: __________________________________________________ 

Contact person: ___________________________________________ 

Phone: __________________________________________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________________ 

Females:    Males: 

    Youth #: _______      Youth #: _______ 

 **Adult #: _______   **Adult #: _______ 

For each participant please list name and indicate gender and age group followed by any dietary restrictions including allergies. 

Please attach additional sheets for larger groups. 

1.__________________________________________________________________________  M / F Y / A 

Dietary:_________________________________________________________________________________ 

2.__________________________________________________________________________  M / F Y / A 

Dietary:_________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.__________________________________________________________________________  M / F Y / A 

Dietary:_________________________________________________________________________________ 

4.__________________________________________________________________________  M / F Y / A 

Dietary:_________________________________________________________________________________ 

5.__________________________________________________________________________  M / F Y / A 

Dietary:_________________________________________________________________________________ 

6.__________________________________________________________________________  M / F Y / A 

Dietary:_________________________________________________________________________________ 

7.__________________________________________________________________________  M / F Y / A 

Dietary:_________________________________________________________________________________ 

8.__________________________________________________________________________  M / F Y / A 

Dietary:_________________________________________________________________________________ 

**Adult-Youth ratio for each gender is 1:6. Smaller churches may partner to meet 

this requirement. Contact Beth Gunn (beth.gunn@gmail.com) for assistance. 

Group leaders should collect & maintain any permission forms (medical release, 

etc.) required by your home church. 
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Created by MinistrytoYouth.com 

Youth Group Lesson on Growing Your Relationship with God 

Bible Passage:  Luke 10:38-42 

 

Activity: What’s Your Schedule? 

Divide students into groups of 3-5. 

Give each small group a large sheet of butcher paper. 

Ask leaders to write the days of the week (Sunday-Saturday) along the top of the butcher 

paper. 

Instruct the small groups to talk about their weekly “schedule.” 

Have students write their daily chores and activities on the schedule under the particular day. 

Encourage them to think of things like school, sports, homework, chores, family time, getting 

ready, etc. 

The point of the activity is to get a visual representation of the extremely busy schedules we all 

have. 

After the activities have been listed on the butcher paper, allow groups to share some of the 

activities with the entire youth group. 
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After the activity, say:  

We all have some really busy schedules. 

From the time we wake up to the time we go to bed, we have to go-go-go to get it all done. 

Do you ever feel like you’re going to forget to do something you’re supposed to do or be 

somewhere that you’re supposed to be? Do you ever get tired? 

All of these things are good things. 

We have to do chores around the house, go to school, eat, and shower (hopefully)….right? 

And it’s a great thing to be able to play sports, play an instrument, spend time with friends, and 

all those things, right? 

These are all good things, but sometimes we get so busy with good things that we miss out on 

some great things. 

Let’s read the story of 2 sisters, Mary and Martha. 

Read Luke 10:38-40 

While Jesus and his followers were traveling, Jesus went into a town. A woman named Martha 

let Jesus stay at her house. Martha had a sister named Mary, who was sitting at Jesus’ feet 

and listening to him teach. But Martha was busy with all the work to be done. She went in and 

said, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me alone to do all the work? Tell her to help 

me.” 

Say: 

Jesus was very close to Mary, Martha, and their brother Lazarus. Jesus loved them enough to 

decide to come to their home and spend time with them. 

Can you imagine if Jesus was coming over to your house?  Do you think your parents would 

make you clean up if Jesus were coming over? 

Probably so, and this is exactly what Martha was doing. She wanted everything to be just right 

for such a special guest. 

Martha was very busy playing hostess. She had to cook. She had to clean. She had to make 

sure everyone had a place to sit down and relax. 

She had to make sure that there was water and towels to wash everyone’s feet. The list went 

on and on. 

There was just so much to do! 
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Meanwhile, her sister Mary is not doing anything to help her! 

She’s just sitting at Jesus’ feet and listening to Him talk and teach. 

You can imagine how this made Martha feel. She was MAD! In fact, she’s so made that she 

goes to Jesus and tattles on Marry. 

She says, “Make her help me!” Now, listen to how Jesus responds to Martha. 

Read Luke 10:41-42 

But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and upset about many 

things. Only one thing is important. Mary has chosen the better thing, and it will never 

be taken away from her.” 

 

Say: 

Jesus understood why Martha was so upset. He understood why she was working so hard to 

make everything right. 

But Jesus wanted Martha to see that there was something more important. She was doing 

good things, but she had missed our on the most important thing. 

The most important thing is spending time with Jesus. Just like Martha, we can get so busy 

with other things that we miss out on the most important thing, spending time with Jesus. 

In our busy lives, we need to focus on spending some time with Jesus. 

You still need to do those other things, especially the things you’re asked to do by parents or 

teachers. 

However, we need to be sure that we make time in our schedule to meet with God. 

He loves us and wants to speak to us, so we need to take the time to listen. 

Jesus told Martha that Mary had “chosen what was better.” 

Mary has chosen to spend time with Jesus so that she could learn and grow closer to Him. 

Jesus wants us to choose time with Him over anything else. This is the most important thing. 

We can get busy doing lots of important things, but we need to make sure that we remember 

the main thing. 

The main thing is spending time with Him and growing in our relationship with Him. 
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Spending time with God is a choice. 

Just like we put all our other activities on the calendar, we need to set a time to meet with God. 

Whether it is in the morning or evening, in the car or in our room, with our parents or by 

ourselves, find time to spend with God and grow in your relationship with Him. 

  

Discuss the following questions in small groups: 

 Was the work Martha was doing a “bad thing”? How did Jesus respond to her work and 

her complaining? 

 What was the “one thing” that Mary did? How did Jesus respond to Mary? 

 How does spending time with someone (God) show your love for them? 

 Which personality are you more like: the to-do list Martha or the laid-back Mary? 

 If Jesus spent a day at your house, what would be some things He might say are 

distracting you from spending time with God? 

 What are some ways or activities you can do to spend time with God? 

  
Optional Activity: Make Time for God 

Take another look at the schedule created in the opening activity. 

Give students time to think about the places in their schedule that they would make time for 
God. 

Encourage them to think hard about a consistent time that they could spend with Him. 

It may mean they wake up 10 minutes earlier or spend less time on fun things, but encourage 
them to make time for God. 

At the end of the discussion, give each student an index card and have them write down their 
chosen time. 

Ask them to place the card in a visible place to remind them of their commitment to spending 
time with God this week. 

If students have a smartphone (who doesn’t these days), lead them to set a calendar reminder 
on their phones. 

This is a great way to help them remember the main thing! 
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