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THE PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA

COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY
MR. JOHN PEA, CHAIR 

APRIL 24, 2018 

FIRST SECTION

CA I. RECOMMEND TO PRESBYTERY THE VALIDATION OF MINISTRY FOR:
A. Clarence (Clay) Fouse, III, as CPE Supervisor/Chaplain, Charles George VA Medical

Center, through April 24 2019.
B. Katie Cashwell, as Director of Programs, Montreat Conference Center, through April 24,

2019.
C. Pride Carson, as Coordinator for Transfers and Admission, Blue Ridge Community

College, through April 24, 2019.
D. Jason Bryant, as Associate Pastor at River Hills Community Church, through April 24,

2019.
E. Allen Proctor, as Director of the Haden Institute, through April 24, 2019.
F. Katherine Blankenship, as Housing Case Manager for Homeward Bound, Inc. of

Asheville, through April 24, 2019.
G. Dennis Stamper, as Chaplain at Carolinas Healthcare System, Blue Ridge in Morganton,

through April 24, 2019.

SECOND SECTION

The Book of Order provides that the Committee on Ministry may be given authority by the Presbytery
to find in order calls issued by churches, to approve and present calls for service of ministers, to
approve the examination of ministers transferring from other Presbyteries, required by G-11.0402
and G11.0502g, to dissolve the pastoral relationship in cases where the congregation and pastor 
concur, to dismiss ministers to other Presbyteries, and to approve administrative commissions to 
ordain/install with the provision that such actions be reported at the next stated meeting of the
Presbytery.  (G-11.0502h) This permission was granted to our Committee on Ministry; therefore, the
following actions are to be simply admitted to the record. 

I. APPROVED FOR TRANSFER OF MEMBERSHIP:
A. CLARENCE (CLAY) D. FOUSE, III

From: Holston Presbytery
As: CPE Coordinator/Staff Chaplain at Charles George VA, Asheville
Effective: February 6, 2018
(See COM Attachment 1for Biography and Statement of Faith.)

B.  WILLIAM K. NEELY
From: New Hope Presbytery
As: Honorably Retired
Effective: February 6, 2018
(See COM Attachment 2 for Biography and Statement of Faith.)

C. DAVID N. BONNEMA
From: Tampa Bay Presbytery
As: Pastor, Head of Staff, Unity Presbyterian Church
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Effective: March 19, 2018
(See COM Attachment 3 for Biography and Statement of Faith.)

D.  DAVID A. ROQUEMORE
From: Carlisle Presbytery
As: Pastor, Newton First Presbyterian Church
Effective: February 1, 2018
(See COM Attachment 4 for Biography and Statement of Faith.)

E. WILLIAM O. LOWREY
From: National Capital Presbytery
As: Honorably Retired
Effective: September 12, 2017
(See COM Attachment 5 for Biography and Statement of Faith.)

F. DANIEL TIPTON
From: East Tennessee Presbytery
As:  Hospice Chaplain, Four Seasons Compassion for Life
Effective: January 9, 2018
(See COM Attachment 6 for Biography and Statement of Faith.)

G. DAVID HOSICK
From: Presbytery of Tampa Bay
As: Honorably Retired
Effective: January 9, 2018
(See COM Attachment 7 for Biography and Statement of Faith.)

H. DAVID CAMERON
From: Santa Fe Presbytery
As: Member-at-Large
Effective: January 9, 2018
(See COM Attachment 8 for Biography and Statement of Faith.)

I. JAMIE BIBEE LLOYD
From: Presbytery of the Peaks
As: Honorably Retired
Effective: April 10, 2018
(See COM Attachment 9 for Biography and Statement of Faith.)

J. NEAL LLOYD
From: John Knox Presbytery
As: Honorably Retired 
Effective: April 10, 2018
(See COM Attachment 10 for Biography and Statement of Faith.)

II. APPROVE PASTORAL RELATIONSHIP AND TERMS OF CALL:
A. DAVID BONNEMA

Salary $56,000
Housing Allowance   24,000
Social Security     6,120
Auto Allowance       Reimbursed
Professional Dev.     4,000

TOTAL $90,120

Pension/Medical         Yes
Four Weeks Vacation       Yes
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Two Weeks Study Leave       Yes
Moving Expenses       Yes

B. DAVID ROQUEMORE

Salary $65,000
Social Security     4,973
Hospitality     1,890
Auto Allowance     3,310   
Professional Dev.     3,000
Dental Insurance     2,000
Sabbatical Leave                    500

TOTAL $80,673

Pension/Medical       Yes
Four Weeks Vacation       Yes
Two Weeks Study Leave       Yes

III. APPROVED TRANSITIONAL PASTOR RELATIONSHIPS:
A. William K. Neely and United  Presbyterian Church

Effective: February 15, 2018 - February 14, 2019
B. William K. Neely and Fairview Presbyterian Church

Effective: February 15, 2018 - February 14, 2019
C. Charles Davenport and Long Creek Presbyterian Church

Extended: March 1, 2018 - April 30, 2019
D. David Garnett and Tryon Presbyterian Church

Effective: April 1, 2018 - March 30, 2019

IV. APPROVED STATED PASTOR RELATIONSHIPS:
A. Chris Wingard and Dorland Memorial Presbyterian Church

Extended: January 1, 2018 - December 31, 2018

V. APPROVED COMMISSIONED PASTOR RELATIONSHIPS:
A. James Millsaps and Love’s Chapel Presbyterian Church, Belmont

Extended: January 1, 2018 - December 31, 2018
B. William Upchurch and Shiloh Presbyterian Church

Extended: August 3, 2017 - August 2, 2018
C. Philip Adams and Oakwood Presbyterian Church

Extended: March 1, 2018 - April 30, 2019
D. Marla Patchel and Green Street Presbyterian Church

Extended: February 13, 2018 - February 12, 2019

VI. APPROVED THE REQUEST FOR HONORABLE RETIREMENT:
A. Priscilla Durkin

Effective: April 1, 2018
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION

• The Committee on Ministry granted the request of the Session of the John Knox Presbyterian
Church of Shelby for a waiver of term limitations on Ruling Elders  (Cf. G-2.0404) for a period of
three years because of a small pool of potential candidates, pending the concurrence of a majority of
the congregation in this request at the next congregational meeting with such concurrence taking
place prior to the election of members to the Session.

• The Committee on Ministry granted the request of the Session of the Third Street Presbyterian
Church of Gastonia for a waiver of term limitations on Ruling Elders  (Cf. G-2.0404) for a period of
one year because of a small pool of potential candidates, pending the concurrence of a majority of
the congregation in this request at the next congregational meeting with such concurrence taking
place prior to the election of members to the Session.

If any other churches are in this situation, they should let Presbytery know.



Clay Fouse’s Faith Statement 
 

Fouse 1 

 

 

I believe in the Triune One 

     Father, Spirit, and the Son    

     Moving about Perichoretically  

     God who was, is, and will be  

 I believe in God, who creates ex nihilo  

         From the heavens above to the earth below  

       Humans made in God’s image for sure 

        So we are to love, not just endure          

I believe evil and sin are painful and real 

                Necessary war? Far from peaceful ideal   

    The earth groans, choking on its poisoned fate  

    Why do I do what I hate?      

  I believe Jesus taught and showed us the way to be 

         Loving God first and then our enemy  

   Jesus Christ, who’s the Savior of humankind 

      Where is your saving grace Lord in Palestine?       

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, who sustains and renews 

                Yearning for the freshness of morning dews 

      Filling us with the breath of life  

      Glimpses of hope in the midst of strife 

I believe that God called the church into being  

     Come on, nurture and outreach should be freeing 

     Worshiping, glorifying God, who we trust 

     Prayer and Bible reading are a must  

I believe the community of faith is for the lost and the found 

  Church is a verb and not a noun  

               On relationships, the church was brought about 

  Not on rules and who’s left out 

 I believe in God’s kingdom come 

               Oh Lord, why is forgiveness hard for some? 

    Tears and laughter in community of faith 

    Casseroles and sweet tea, as sacramental grace 

I believe in wrestling with questions of theodicy and like kind 

  Paradoxical answers, we might find 

  While God’s faithfulness pervades  

   Be aware! Idolatry lurks, fear masquerades 

 I believe in searching for Truth 

                Confessing Jesus as Savior is not uncouth 

     Trying to live with humble boldness and preach the word  

     Conversion is God’s, Truth has us, haven’t you heard? 

 I believe in God who hears my laments 

  Who won’t leave me out to dry on a fence 

  Lighting a lamp unto my feet, a light unto my path 

  Living out my baptism, sometimes in a sprinkling other times in a bath 

 I believe in God who holds us with everlasting arms 

  Comforting God’s people with God’s presence, doing no harm 

  Bearing our suffering with us, Christ is there.  

  For God’s love is so great, there is nothing we can compare.  
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Clay Fouse  Faith Journey 

Fouse 1 

 

Growing up as a Presbyterian preacher’s and teacher’s kid in a small South Carolina mill town, I 

lived the church’s polity, experiencing both form and freedom.  I remember my mother quizzing me on 

the shorter catechism and my Sunday School teacher emphasizing scripture memorization.  My church 

camp and playground experiences helped to balance out this tension, where I experienced freedom to 

wander and wonder about God.  Whether at camp, school, or church, my desire to play and discover 

helped me to hold in tension both form and freedom in my life. 

I am a middle child, with an older sister and a younger sister.  My parents instilled values of faith, 

education, hard work, community, and thriftiness in each of us.  Where my family of origin fell short, my 

church family served as my surrogate mothers, fathers, sisters, and brothers when I was a child. They 

affirmed, hugged, disciplined, watched, and raised me.  I understand this now as God’s gift of grace given 

to me through the strong and sure bonds of Christian love and community.   

 As a child, my thoughts about God were very concrete.  I loved the stories of the Bible, although 

some were fairly confusing.  I would often try to reenact these stories in my bedroom.  My grandmother 

and childhood Sunday school teacher encouraged me to talk to God anytime I wanted.  So, I did.  I talked 

about anything and everything.  I experienced God’s mystery, peace, and delight through the beauty of 

the outdoors.  God was big and in control.  When I experienced pain, I thought that I deserved it.   

 As an adolescent, one of my friends died in a tragic car accident.  In the aftermath, I wrestled with 

the idea of this big and controlling God, wondering if my friend had died because of something he had or 

had not done.  As I grieved, I felt God’s presence through our school who came together to grieve the 

death of our friend and classmate.  I chose to believe that my friend’s death was neither caused by God or 

my friend who died.  Through this and other moments of suffering, I have come to believe that God is not 

the author of suffering events, but God does responds to us in our times of suffering.       

After graduating Clemson University with a degree in Civil Engineering, I spent two years 

participating in mission work.  The first year I worked for Hosanna Industries, a Christian non-profit 

similar to Habitat for Humanity.  The second year I was a PC(USA) Young Adult Volunteer in Mission 

placed in England at a Christian outdoor center.  It was during this second year, I felt called to pursue 

ministry as a vocation. I applied to and enrolled at Columbia Theological Seminary.  Within months of 

attending seminary, I met and married my wife Schaap.  What can I say, the Lord provides.  While in 

seminary, I participated in an extended unit of Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) doing hospice work for 

Portsbridge Hospice, outside of Atlanta, GA.  My passion for pastoral care, teaching, music, and learning 

became clearer during this time.  I felt odd that I enjoyed being around death, but I found the work 

meaningful and important.  After seminary, we moved to Charlotte, NC.  Schaap received a call to an 

Associate pastor position at a local Presbyterian (USA) church, and I participated in the CPE residency 

program at Carolinas Medical Center (CMC).   I was excited and fulfilled in my work, and I longed for 

more learning.  I was accepted into a second-year residency and then the Supervisory Education program 

at CMC to be a CPE Certified Educator.  It was during this time that our two daughters, Harper Day (now 

9 yrs old) and Virginia (now 7 yrs old) were born.  

After becoming an Associate CPE Certified Educator, I accepted a position to serve as ACPE 

Certified Educator/Staff Chaplain at the Atlanta VA Medical Center. During our time in Atlanta, I made 

full ACPE Certified Educator, expanded our CPE program at the Atlanta VA, assisted Schaap with 

worship leadership at the Well (new worshipping community), and expanded our family to include two 

more precious daughters, Isadora (who is now 5 yrs old) and Alice Duncan (who is now 2 yrs).  I took a 

transfer to the James H. Quillen VA in Johnson City to work in a similar role and our entire family moved 

to that community in the fall of 2015.  While in Johnson city, we added Oscar (now 6 months) to our 

family.  Our children are some of our best teachers, reminding us of God’s love and what it means to 

enjoy and appreciate life.   Our children invite Schaap and me back to simple pleasures, as we delight and 

struggle in our children’s growth and our growth as partners and parents.  After working in Johnson City 

for two years, an opportunity and a challenge came to start a new CPE program at the Asheville VA.  

After prayer and discernment, Schaap and I felt called to accept this new ministry opportunity.   
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Faith Statement  

William (Bill) Kreswell Neely 

 

I believe that God is in Jesus the Christ reconciling the world back to God.  

This Jesus in his earthly ministry cared about the ills of the world and sought to bind humanity 

together as one community.  

I believe that God still works through the power of Holy Spirit to move us toward a loving, 

healing presence in a broken and sinful world. 

I believe that God created the world good, but we have broken the world and each other. Yet 

God loves us so much that God will not allow us to remain estranged from each other or from 

our Creator.  

I believe that through the waters of baptism and at the table of grace, God pours out the Spirit 

anew upon us, forgiving each of us, and placing Christ’s claim on us again and again.  

I believe that we learn God’s forgiveness by forgiving others.  

I believe that love will win and that the arc of human history always bends toward justice, mercy 

and love. 
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Biographical Information  

 William (Bill) Kreswell Neely 

 

I was raised in a Christian home with loving parents and seven siblings, three brothers and four sisters. In 

1966, I graduated from Spartanburg High School in Spartanburg, SC and entered Gardner-Webb College. 

In 1971, I graduated from Gardner Webb, having already begun my studies for a Master of Divinity 

degree at Southeastern Baptist Seminary (BTF).  I graduated from Southeastern in 1974.  

   

On August 27, 1974, I was ordained to the gospel ministry at the Wake Forest Baptist Church in Wake 

Forest, NC.  Believing God was in this call to ministry, I trusted God to lead me.  I had accepted a call to 

be the Associate Pastor at First Baptist Church, Radford, Virginia. I thank those folks for the way they 

nurtured a young minister. I returned to Southeastern Seminary to do my doctoral studies and served the 

Pembroke University community as the Baptist Campus Minister.  Upon completion of my Doctor of 

Ministry degree, I accepted a call to Campus Ministry at Carson-Newman College. As with many 

ministers at some time, I found myself unevenly yoked.  

  

With the help of some good friends and fellow pastors, The Rev Dr. Bill Wood, The Rev. Dr. Bill Jones, 

The Rev. Dr. Andy Schramm and The Rev. Dr. Paul Hooker I transferred my ordination to the 

Presbyterian Church in the United States on October 18, 1980 and accepted the call to be pastor of the 

Shenandoah Presbyterian Church and Campus Minister at East Tennessee State University in Johnson 

City, TN.  Both the church community and the campus community taught me the ways of 

Presbyterianism. I was blessed to have loving and graceful people who continued to teach me.     

  

In 1987, I accepted the call to the Yeamans Park Presbyterian Church in Hanahan, South Carolina as 

Pastor/Head of Staff. Blessed again with loving people who accepted me both as their pastor and prophet, 

we were led to reach out to the larger Charleston community and find ways to serve Christ together 

through stormy times (Hurricane Hugo and the closing of the Naval base) and times of calm. That 

community of folks worshipped and played together as well as any I have had the privilege of serving. 

  

In 1995, I was called to be Pastor/Head of Staff at the Clover Presbyterian Church in Clover, SC. As 

pastor and people we struggled to hear how God was calling us to move the church forward into its future.  

Trusting God we took bold steps both financially and in the community, breaking down barriers and 

finding new ways to minister. I learned more about being both prophet and priest from the Clover folks 

than any others I have served alongside. 

 

In 2003, I moved to Greenville, NC as Pastor/Head of staff of First Presbyterian Church, quickly moving 

to Co-Pastor/Head of Staff with my life partner The Rev. Dr. Wanda S. Neely. In 2009 Wanda resigned 

because of the economic downturn, and once again I found myself as Pastor/Head of Staff.  Having 

served there for 14 plus years, I can say without a doubt that First Greenville is the most mission minded 

congregation I was privileged to serve. While all congregations seek ways to reach out beyond 

themselves, First Greenville was not out done. On December 31, 2017 I finished serving there and was 

granted honorable retirement through the Presbytery of New Hope.  

 

I thank God for all with whom I have been blessed to serve in ministry.  I have been allowed to serve 

alongside so many great folks, both colleagues and lay. 
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Statement of Faith- David Bonnema 
 
My life is guided by the fact that I am a child of God because of the free gift 
of grace that comes through Jesus. All people can receive this grace because of Jesusʼ 
saving death and resurrection. I believe that Jesus is Godʼs Son and is fully human and 
fully God. By Godʼs grace we can become new creations in Christ. I believe that through 
Christ we can live in the life everlasting. 
 
I believe in the Trinity, and that God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit are one God in three 
persons. I believe that God has created the world and is the ultimate source of order 
and life. I believe that Jesus was born to the virgin Mary and that he is God incarnate. 
Jesus was crucified on the cross because of humanityʼs sin and hatred. In the 
resurrection Jesus conquered sin and death. All Christians can now live in the way of 
the cross by daily picking up our own crosses and following God. Jesus is my Lord and 
Savior. I believe that God has sent the Holy Spirit to work as a guide, counselor, and 
intercessor in our lives. God has placed the Holy Spirit “in our hearts as a deposit, 
guaranteeing what is to come.” (2 Cor. 1:22). 
 
I believe that the Bible is Godʼs Word; fully inspired, authoritative, and useful for 
teaching, preaching, rebuking, and training. Personally, I consider the Bible to be a 
guide for my life. In the words of the Bible I seek to hear Godʼs word for my life. I believe 
that daily time in Godʼs word is essential for the Christian walk because it is through the 
Bible that God speaks to us. 
 
I believe that all people are made in the image of God. Thus, all people are worthy of 
love, care and compassion. I believe that God has instituted the church to be Jesusʼ 
hands and feet on this earth. The church is meant to care for the poor, preach the good 
news of the gospel, and create a loving community on earth. In this way, the church 
builds the kingdom of God on earth until Jesus returns. The church is most effective 
when it reaches outward to the world through missions and outreach, and least effective 
when it only looks inward. I am Presbyterian because I believe in a Reformed 
understanding of Scripture. I agree with the essential tenets of the Reformed faith. I also 
support the Presbyterian form of government that seeks to elect elders to lead the 
church.  
 
I believe in two sacraments- communion and baptism. In communion the church 
remembers Jesusʼ death until he comes again. In baptism the church affirms Godʼs seal 
on our lives and welcomes us into the family of God. I believe that baptism is 
open to both children and adults. I believe that the Book of Confessions is a gift to the 
church because it provides a history of groups of people working to understand God in 
their immediate contexts. I learn a lot from understanding how Christians reconciled 
their faith with the emergence of the Nazis through articulating the Barmen confession. I 
learn from my brothers and sisters in Christ who spoke out against Apartheid through 
the Belhar Confession. I consider these texts to be of immense value to the church.  
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David Bonnema 
Biographical Information 
 
 I had the pleasure of growing up in the rainy, but beautiful, Washington State. I 
am the middle of three boys- my older brother still lives in Seattle and my younger 
brother now lives in New York. My Mom was a pre-school teacher at a Presbyterian 
church for most of my life. My Dad is an ordained pastor and has spent most of his 
career as a chaplain at Swedish Hospital in Seattle. 
 I chose to go to college at Whitworth University in Spokane, WA. Whitworth is a 
Christian university that is affiliated with the Presbyterian Church USA. It was during my 
time at Whitworth that I first felt God’s call into ministry. I remember talking with God 
during my sophomore year and complaining that I felt no sense of direction for my life. I 
was majoring in Sociology at the time but did not feel like this was truly my passion. Out 
of this frustration I felt God place onto my heart the idea of youth ministry. Immediately I 
began an youth internship at a small church to see if this sense of call was accurate. 
And I loved every second of it. In light of this, I added a Theology degree as well as a 
Certificate for Ministry in order to better prepare me for ministry after college.  
 During the middle of my senior year I became engaged to my wife Sarah. Sarah 
is a constant blessing in my life and I feel grateful everyday that God has placed us 
together. Upon graduation Sarah and I began looking for places that I could work in 
youth ministry and she could enroll in a Master’s program. It ended up that Palma Ceia 
Presbyterian Church offered me a youth position and the University of South Florida 
offered Sarah a spot in their Master’s of Public Health program. We got married the 
summer after our senior year and moved down to Tampa together.  
 After my first full year of ministry at PCPC I began sensing that this might be a 
lifetime call for me. After talking with Sarah and praying about it over a long period of 
time, I decided to apply to seminary. I was accepted to Asbury Theological Seminary. I 
was thrilled at this option because I was able to continue my ministry with the youth of 
PCPC while also taking weekend and on-line courses at Asbury’s Orlando campus. 
 During my senior year of the MDiv program Sarah and I felt the call to expand 
our family. We have always felt that God wanted us to build a family through adoption 
and so we began this process. Today we are blessed to two beautiful daughters; Zoe 
(5) and Riley (3). Parenthood has been an incredible learning experience. I have grown 
closer to Sarah and in my walk with God through learning to be a Father.  
 Upon graduation from seminary, Palma Ceia Presbyterian called me as their 
Associate Pastor. I was ordained into that position and have spent the past several 
years leading their contemporary service. As I reflect on my life up until this point, I can 
see so many moments when God’s hand was guiding me and my family. I am excited to 
continue to serve the kingdom of God through this new context in Western North 
Carolina. I have found pastoral ministry to be deeply satisfying as I’ve gotten the chance 
to study the Scriptures, engage in pastoral care, preach, teach, and journey through life 
with the members of my congregation.  
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Statement of Faith   
David Roquemore 

 

I believe in God the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ, who created all things by the Word, and sustains all 

things by almighty and providential power. God is infinite, almighty, holy, just, merciful, and loving. God 

created the world and all that is in it, including me, out of love. God desires and commands that all 

creatures live together in love, and worship and enjoy his gracious benefits forever. Human beings, 

including me, have disobeyed this command, desiring to live on their own, without God, and so have 

sinned. We have all failed to live according to the demands of God's holiness and justice, and so deserve 

God's wrath.  

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who is the Word become flesh, the incarnation of God in human 

being. In Jesus Christ, God is revealed to us. Through his life, teaching, and ministry, we discover what 

life was meant to be in covenant relation with God. Jesus lived in perfect and sinless submission to the 

will of God, and enjoyed an open and intimate relationship with God, as a Son with a Father.  By Jesus' 

death on the cross, the demand of God's holy justice is satisfied, the price of our sin and faithlessness is 

paid, our relationship to God is restored. In Jesus' resurrection we see God's vindication of all that Jesus 

was, said, and did. In the resurrection of Jesus we see God fully revealed, we hear God's "yes" to life and 

obedience, and God's "no" to sin and death.  In Jesus' resurrection, sin and evil are overcome as our 

ultimate enemy; they no longer can separate us from the love of God. In Jesus' resurrection we find new 

and abundant life. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, who is God present with us at every moment in our lives, who sustains us, 

gives us strength to overcome temptations and faithlessness, who comforts and counsels us, who prompts 

and guides us to hear God's Word to us, who gives us faith.  

 

We hear and are able to respond to the Word of God as the Spirit witnesses to us in and through the 

Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, and the preaching and sacraments of the Church.  In these 

Scriptures we find unique, authoritative, and inspired record of God's dealings with humanity, and God's 

will for obedience in our lives. The Scriptures are our comfort and our guide, our source for faith, 

doctrine, and action. In the faithful preaching of the Church we hear the Word interpreted to us, made 

available to us in our contemporary situation, as it is illuminated by the Holy Spirit. In the sacraments, 

which are the Word of God made visible, we are united in communion with God through Christ by the 

Holy Spirit. In baptism we are called into covenant relationship with God as a part of the community of 

faith, the Body of Christ, the Church. We find forgiveness as in baptism we die with Christ and rise again 

to new life. In the Lord's Supper we are united with Christ and with all believers everywhere, in heaven 

and on earth. We partake of the body and blood of Christ, are spiritually nourished by Christ, present in 

the bread and wine of the Lord's Table. We partake finding hope for future, comfort for the present, and 

forgiveness for the past.  

 

We are called together to be the Church, the Body of Christ, to hear the Word read and  preached, to 

receive the sacraments rightly administered, to pray with and for one another, to comfort one another in 

sorrow and affliction, to admonish one another to obedience, to rejoice in each other's joys, to give 

thanks, pray, and love one another. Together as the Church we are sent out to serve the world, 

proclaiming the gospel to all people, ministering to all people in body and spirit, to physical and spiritual 

needs. We embody and proclaim the love, the mercy, and the justice of God in all areas of life and 

society, thereby demonstrating the new life of God's kingdom present among us. 

 

I have been called by God through the leading of the Holy Spirit, the witness and encouragement of 

faithful people, and the affirmation of the Church, first to a life of faithful obedience to Jesus Christ in all 

that I say and do. I am further called to the ministry of Word and Sacrament, to be a leader and pastor to 

the people of God in the Reformed tradition of the faith. It is by the grace of God that I am created, 

forgiven, sustained in faith, called to ministry, and enabled to serve day by day. 
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David Roquemore 

Biographical Statement 

 

I was born a Presbyterian, baptized in my mother’s church in Lane, SC. I grew up in Presbyterian 

congregations in South Carolina, congregations with faithful pastors. I was visited in the hospital by these 

pastors. I was taught in Sunday school and communicant’s class. I studied the catechism with an elder of 

the church. These pastors, and the seminarians that worked with them, were guests at our family’s table. In 

these congregations I found faith, and was taught about Jesus Christ.  

 

I went to Wofford College fully expecting to go to medical school. During college I became enamored with 

philosophy and theology. After several semesters, I surrendered all pretense of being pre-med. My faith 

was an important part of this evolution. The closer to God I became, the more obvious my particular gifts 

became, the more I saw that I had to change my direction. As graduation grew near, I had to decide what to 

do about graduate school. Wanting to continue my theological studies, I went to Princeton Seminary. My 

girlfriend, Susan Brubaker, went to teach at a local school; after my first year, we were married. I was able 

to study as I wished, but I was also a regular worship leader and occasional preacher in a local church. 

Throughout this time, and despite loving my congregation, I was still convinced my future was in academia.  

 

Susan and I had our first child the last semester of seminary.  Knowing I needed a job, and being tired of 

school, I agreed to look for a church. I told my wife that I would serve God in ministry, but He was going to 

have to make me like it. We moved to Glen Burnie, Maryland, where I was Associate Pastor. For a few 

years, I was simply the youth and education guy. Then the Senior Pastor retired, after more than thirty 

years there. I was suddenly the only pastor, and the leader. We had a long interim, and an interim pastor 

who treated me like a valued equal. I learned a great deal from him; I also learned that I did like ministry! I 

don’t like all of it, but I know I was where God wanted me to be. When the interim was over, Jim Kirk was 

the new pastor, and we became fast friends and colleagues. A few more years passed, and I knew it was 

time to move.  

 

My family had grown to three children, with another on the way. We moved to the Forest Hills 

congregation in Martinsville, VA. As a solo pastor I learned the rhythm of weekly preaching. Five years 

there, and a fifth child, and it was time to move on. I wanted a challenge; so God sent me to the Central 

Church in Lafayette, Indiana, where I found a great deal of mistrust. The pastor had left on bad terms after 

a lot of trouble. It was hard to build them back up, and I did the best I could. My preaching improved, I 

think, in that context. In those days we started a very well done contemporary service with a Reformed 

order of worship. A sixth child was born, my son had had a bad time of adolescence, and my wife was 

unhappy. We moved to Camp Hill PA in 2003, where we are still. Camp Hill had had a pastor stay only a year 

and a half before they fired him, so building up trust in the staff and congregation was a huge challenge.  

 

Through all of this I have had the support of my loving wife, a group of caring friends, the church of Jesus 

Christ, and Christ himself. In all the challenges and joys, I have remembered and clung to the promise of 

Heidelberg Catechism, that I belong in body and soul, in life and in death to my faithful savior Jesus Christ. 

My sense of call was a call that came and was renewed often, even to the present, as I faced ever deeper 

challenges of serving God. In all of this, in everything I have done, I seek to bring honor and glory to Jesus 

Christ!  
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Statement of Faith – William O. Lowrey 
 

Before I was born, the sovereignty of God was displayed in God’s choice to place me in the arms of a 

loving family that was deeply committed to following Jesus as Lord. They sought to love God as Triune, 

Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, faithfully engage in the life of the church, and were diligent in 

seeking to understand and be faithful to the Scriptures. That sovereign placement also meant that I 

inherited white privilege, cultural privilege in a heritage that had valued education for generations, and 

global privilege in being born as an American citizen in an age of American dominance in the global 

community. I believe that the Lordship of Christ, the power of the Spirit, the values of the Kingdom of 

God and the guidance of the Scriptures and our confessions must all exert powerful transformational 

work on my life for me to be liberated from a life of privilege and be faithful as a servant follower of 

Jesus in a suffering world.  The Nicene Creed, The Theological Declaration of Barmen 8.04 

 

I grew up as a student of the Bible. I accept its authority in my life. That which I understand, through 

contextual study, guidance from the confessions and the life of the church through history, with the 

enlightenment of the Holy Spirit and the wisdom of others, I seek to practice in every area of my life. 

This is what biblical authority means to me. The Scots Confession 3.19, The Second Helvetic 

Confession 5.003 

 

I love the church universal, both Presbyterian and all others who seek to worship the triune God and 

follow Jesus as Lord. I grieve at the unnecessary divisions in both the church universal and in the 

Presbyterian and Reformed bodies. I was first born into Presbyterianism but then I came to love its 

commitments to both unity and diversity, to both distribution of power and rule by elders, to both 

worship and proclamation of Word and Sacraments, to both tough minded theological debates and 

courageous actions for justice, mercy and peace as the gospel is applied to all aspects of life. From the 

time of my ordination in 1976 I have been a loyal and committed member of first the PCUS and then the 

PCUSA. It was a time of great joy for me to be a Commissioner at the Reuniting Assembly in 1983 in 

Atlanta and see a divided church become one again. The church in which I was born will lay me to rest 

in my death, and then I will be transferred to the church victorious where unity will be a full reality.  

The Confession of Belhar, The Heidelberg Catechism 4.001 

 

I embrace, love and celebrate our two sacraments, baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  These outward signs 

of inward realities nourish our faith as the grace of God flows into the community as they are celebrated. 

In infant baptism, parents and the community pledge faithfulness and acknowledge that God’s promises 

will be realized. I rejoice in confirmations when young people embrace the promise and grace as their 

own experience. In adult baptism, I see the fulfillment of the Great Commission as new disciples follow 

Jesus and take on the cleansing sign of salvation and commit to the new community. In the Lord’s 

Supper, grace flows into the community, both in remembrance of the work of Christ and in the practice 

of our faith and the promise of Christ’s return. My soul is refreshed with joy in partaking within the 

community. The Westminster Confession of Faith 6.151 

 

Finally, although WNC Presbytery does not require its inclusion in this statement, I must address 

mission. I believe reconciliation is the mission of God in the world. It is the believer’s calling to be 

instruments of reconciliation in a broken world. It is an inclusive reconciliation, reconciling all things to 

God, all peoples to one another, humanity and creation as mutual caregivers, healing within each person 

for all aspects of brokenness, and even a reconciliation of systems and governance, cultures and 

economies so systemic oppression may end and life may be enjoyed in its fullness. We are all God’s 

ambassadors for the work of reconciliation as new creations, sent into the world, empowered by the 

Spirit, and working for the values of the Kingdom of God, until Christ returns again. Even so, Come 

Lord Jesus!  Confession of 1967 9.07, 9.31 
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My Faith Journey – William O. Lowrey 
 

I was born into a Christian family in which my father was a Presbyterian elder and both parents were 

Sunday School teachers. My baptism reflected deep parental commitments for me to be raised as a child 

of the covenant, along with my four siblings. However, I was also raised as an active member of a 

Presbyterian Church in Hattiesburg, MS that was segregated and took white privilege as a divine right. 

My mother discipled me in the scriptures and introduced me to Calvin’s Commentaries by age twelve 

and soon thereafter to Calvin’s Institutes. That caused me to develop a more reformed approach to life, 

skipping over the historical battle between fundamentalism and liberalism. As a result I later was able to 

critique my own home church. 

 

As I review my 70 years of life, I recognize that one of my Ordination Questions captures my life faith 

journey. That question asked: Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your 

neighbors, and work for the reconciliation of the world?  My personal call to follow Jesus began in early 

childhood. I was discipled and confirmed into the faith. In junior high, high school and college I started 

student groups that helped nurture my faith, build supportive community, and strengthen efforts to apply 

faith to life. As a young college student, when my university was first integrated in 1966, my calling to 

the ministry of reconciliation became clear. The first two black students at the University of Southern 

Mississippi became members of our Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship chapter, making us the first 

integrated group on campus. However, when I tried to take my friends with me to church, that was 

rejected. This catalyzed a vision and call in me to someday be a part of a church which held to “the 

racial integrity of the gospel.” What began, as a simple following of Jesus and love of near neighbors 

eventually became a life mission of working for the reconciliation of the world. 

 

My ministry experiences have included: 

• Six years of campus ministry with Inter-Varsity, including starting groups on campuses of 

historically black colleges in Georgia and Mississippi. 1969-75 

• Planting a church in Clinton, MS on behalf of Central Mississippi Presbytery, which was racially 

integrated from the beginning. Pastoring that church for ten years. 1976-85 

• Serving as Minister of Mission in a large church in Cincinnati, OH, focused on inter-city, 

community and global mission. 1985-90 

• Mission Co-Worker for Sudan, working in the rebel sections of southern Sudan for relief and 

rehabilitation and becoming active in inter-tribal peacemaking. Completed a PhD in Intercultural 

Organizational Development with a dissertation on indigenous methods of peacemaking among 

the Nuer of Sudan. 1991-98 

• Independent Peacemaker, developing the People-to-People Peace process that ended an eight war 

between the Dinka and Nuer peoples of southern Sudan. 1998-2000. 

• Director of Peacebuilding and Reconciliation for World Vision International. 2000-2010 

• Honorably Retired within PCUSA with membership in National Capital Presbytery. 2010 

• Part-time consultant, coaching peacemakers and consulting with the Great Lakes Initiative in the 

seven countries surrounding Lake Victoria in East Africa. 2010-Present 

 

My personal and family life has been the richest nurture of my faith and resilience. My first wife 

developed Early Onset Alzheimer’s Disease at 54 and died at age 62. Later I married Rev. Dr. Alice 

Petersen, the closest friend of our family during the previous 25 years. Alice and I are making our 

retirement home at Givens Estates Retirement Community in Asheville and participating actively in 

First Presbyterian Church – Asheville. We have three children and eight grandchildren. 
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David R. Hosick 

550 Hogback Mountain Road 

Tryon, North Carolina 28782 

727-289-4691 

hosickd0@gmail.com  

 

I am a “cradle” Presbyterian and I cannot remember a time I was not intrigued by and 

strongly drawn to Jesus Christ.  

 

After college, I went to work at General Nutrition Corporation in Pittsburgh in retail and 

purchasing. While there, I met and married my wife, Joanie. We have been married for 

forty five years and have three children and one grandson. While at GNC I felt restless 

and unfulfilled. I was sensing a call to ministry. So, I applied to and was accepted at 

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary.  

 

After completing seminary, I accepted a call to be Associate Pastor at Central 

Presbyterian Church in Omaha, Nebraska, with responsibility for Christian Education and 

Youth.  Fairhill Presbyterian Church (now Heritage PC) called me from Omaha to 

Lincoln, Nebraska. I served there for four years as solo pastor. First Presbyterian Church 

of Sharon, Pennsylvania, called us back home to Pennsylvania as Associate Pastor for 

Evangelism and Community Outreach. After my first year, the Senior Pastor received 

another call. I remained for a year to assist his successor get his ministry off to a good 

start. Then I considered a new call. One came in a timely manner from First Presbyterian 

Church of Meadville, Pennsylvania to be Head of Staff. I served there for 16 fulfilling 

years. Then I sensed God’s call from Meadville to Tryon Presbyterian Church in the 

foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains of western North Carolina. I served there as Pastor 

for six years. By the mischievous providence of God, my name was given to the Pastoral 

Nominating Committee of First Presbyterian Church of St. Petersburg, Florida. They and 

I agreed that we were a match, and a call was extended. I began my ministry there on 

June 1, 2008 and retired at the end of October 2015. I served for one year from May of 

2016 to 2017 as part-time stated supply pastor of Hope Presbyterian Church in 

Clearwater, Florida. In June of 2017 we returned to our home in Tryon, North Carolina. 

 

I earned a B.A. in Political Science from Grove City College, an Master of Divinity from 

Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, and a Doctor of Mininistry from Fuller Theological 

Seminary. I have moderated a variety of presbytery and synod committees. I have spoken 

at several conferences and taught seminary classes and have written articles for Faith at 

Work magazine, These Days, and renews. I have lead Bible study trips to Israel, heritage 

trips to Scotland, and mission trips to Central America. I like to golf, fish, read, and work 

crossword puzzles. I am a lifelong Pittsburgh Steeler and Pirate fan. I serve on the Board 

of Directors of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary and in May of 2016 receive their 

Distinguished Alumni Award in Pastoral Ministry. Recently I completed interim pastor 

training, “The Art of Transitional Ministry” and conflict resolution training, “Mediation 

Skills Training Institute” from the Lombard Mennonite Peace Center. 
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David Cameron – Statement of Faith 

 

The older I get the less compelled I feel to reconcile the points of tension between my intellectual 

understanding of the divine and my daily moments of joy, fear, hope, disappointment, love and 

bewilderment. After a career spent trying to describe, defend and otherwise get a handle on God, my favorite 

metaphor for God has become the description in Revelation 4:3 when John describes the one who sits on the 

throne as an array of colors. The traditional metaphors for God and the Westminster Confession’s assertion 

of God’s omnipotence and omniscience, while theologically correct, seem threadbare.  

 

Coincidentally, then, as God the Creator gets too big for words, God in flesh and God in Spirit grow more 

intimate. The first question of the Heidelberg Catechism is my favorite reference to Jesus in the confessions. 

Question: What is your only comfort, in life and in death? Answer: That I belong—body and soul, in life and 

in death—not to myself but to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ…. Body and soul, life and death. I can say 

with conviction that, “Jesus is Lord,” not as the regent in his own gated community, but as the agent of 

redemption who opens the gate wide and leaves as his most enduring command, “Love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, soul, strength and mind, and love your neighbor as yourself.” Amid all the other 

competing narratives from which I could choose, I find the imperative of Jesus to love without condition as 

the most authentic and life-giving.  

 

Though I am not entirely convinced of total depravity (despite much evidence!), and I let free will ride on the 

running board of predestination, I am very much at home in the Reformed camp, wrapping myself in the 

fluffy comforter of the sovereignty of God. Because God reigns I don’t have to, and I can trust that the arc of 

God’s universe is already bending toward justice. This doesn’t mean I remain passive. It does mean that I can 

live justly and encourage others to do the same as a celebration of what is already happening and not as a 

desperate attempt to prod God into action.  

 

I am guided by the Holy Scriptures. I find strength in the Psalmists’ poetry that tells me lamentation and 

complaint is natural in the face of suffering, but because God reigns, the communal song always ends in 

praise. I find kindred spirits in Moses and Jeremiah who told God, “I’m not your guy,” but who put one 

faithful foot in front of the other anyway. I wholly identify with anxious Martha, and bumbling Peter and 

even betraying Judas who had it all wrong but who each served a purpose in Jesus’ story. The Holy Spirit 

inspires the Word – not only through letters on the page, but through the willingness of the reader to be 

changed by it. 

 

I believe the Spirit is the enlivening force that enables disparate people to come together in the visible body 

called the Church. As our sisters and brothers in South Africa attest, “Unity is both a gift and an obligation 

for the church of Jesus Christ. Through the working of God's Spirit it is a binding force, yet simultaneously a 

reality which must be earnestly pursued and sought.” (Belhar) We experience unity in the sacraments of 

baptism and communion symbolizing the welcome and nourishment available to us in the visible Church, but 

only God knows the boundaries of the invisible Church.  

 

I am Presbyterian to my bone. The connectional nature of the Presbyterian system is both a source of 

encouragement and a hedge against hubris. The Presbyterian idea is that spirit and flesh are indivisible and 

that both need tending through not only worship and Bible study but also with schools and hospitals and 

humanitarian outreach that extends to all without regard for race or creed. In “A Brief Statement of Faith” we 

read the essence of what it means to be Presbyterian when we read, “In a broken and fearful world the Spirit 

gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to 

unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others 

for justice, freedom, and peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our 

daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives….” 
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Biographical Sketch - David Cameron 

 

I was saved when I took my first breath on God’s good earth and was placed in the arms of my mother, 

a woman of faith. My father, a man of faith, came in at some point to add his quiet support. Growing up 

in a Christian home of the Presbyterian persuasion (both parents were elders), I was set apart by the 

waters of baptism, trained by faithful Sunday school teachers, and led in worship by capable pastors. 

The congregation of First Presbyterian Church, Gastonia, NC nurtured me in the way of Jesus giving 

me a secure base camp from which to explore. 

 

Under sway of an Evangelical wind that blew through and scattered the paper cups and napkins of my 

sedate Presbyterian table, I matriculated at the University of NC – Chapel Hill and dealt with the 

anxiety of being away from home by joining the Intervarsity chapter on campus. I stayed with them for 

four years, attended a Bible Church on campus, and tried to squeeze myself into the mold of a dutiful 

evangelist living a chaste and holy life. I never quite fit, however, and endured four years of vague guilt 

at not measuring up. 

 

I did gain some leadership skills in Intervarsity, and, knowing I was not the zoologist my degree said I 

was, I returned to base camp to consider with my home pastor if seminary might be in the cards for me. 

He set up a visit for me at Columbia Seminary and then-President Davison Phillips got me into a 

softball game on campus. A one-year full scholarship to “give it a try” convinced me to do just that. At 

Columbia I learned about God’s grace through friends and teachers and found the truth of God’s 

unconditional love. 

 

The road was initially rocky but all things worked together for good to place me as an associate pastor 

in Newport News, VA. There I met my spouse, Kathryn, also a pastor, and we had our first child, a 

daughter, Katie. Not content to let someone else raise her, we move to a shared position in Erwin, TN, 

near Kathryn’s family in Asheville. There our son, Will, was born, and I earned a degree in counseling 

while Kathryn added a teaching degree and taught at the local high school. When Will was diagnosed 

with autism, we moved to Greensboro, NC where he could get better services. I took a job as a 

Marriage and Family Therapist in the Presbyterian Counseling Center there. After seven years we 

moved to Nellysford, VA to be co-pastors at first, and then I was a solo pastor while Kathryn further 

developed her skills working with autistic young adults in transition. 

 

After ten years in Nellysford, I felt the need for a new adventure and received a call to an urban 

congregation in Albuquerque, NM. It was a historically large, wealthy congregation in a beautiful 

building that had dropped precipitously in membership and wealth. My call was to help them reconnect 

with their neighborhood. For over six years I did my best and enjoyed the challenge of being pastor to 

both the congregation and to an eclectic mix of Hispanic, Native American, Transgender, Gay, and 

Anglo denizens of the area. I found fulfillment in being active in city and neighborhood affairs and 

loved much about the Southwest.  

   

We came home to North Carolina to reconnect with family. Kathryn rose to the challenge of being a 

solo pastor. We have both been greatly challenged and shaped by our son, both his gifts and his needs. I 

am currently seeking meaningful employment that will allow me the freedom to be available to him. 
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