
Missions Committee Report to PWNC 
April, 2018 

 
Mission Interpretation: Missions Committee would like to have a current list of all the PWNC churches who are 

financially supporting PC(USA) Mission Co-Workers. Included with this report is a presbytery office list from 

October, 2017, of the churches who support Mission Co-Workers and the names and countries where they are 

serving. We express our gratitude to each of these churches. We also thank those churches who support PC(USA) 

projects and institutions (hospitals, schools, children’s homes, etc.) in the U.S and various countries (especially 

Guatemala and Malawi). If your church has been omitted, please let us know. We would like to encourage more 

of our churches to support PC(USA) Mission Co-Workers, projects and institutions. If your church would like to 

learn more about how to do this, please contact Ellen Dozier (Email: ellendozier@hotmail.com, Home phone: 

828-862-3995 or John Hinkle (Email: johndora@charter.net, Home phone:  828-669-9134). 

 

Mission Work Teams:  Registration forms are now available at presbytery office for our next disaster assistance 

trip May 20-26 to Greenbrier County, WV to help people get back into their homes after the terrible floods of 

2016. Please sign up soon. There are only 20 slots on this team. We will be planning another trip to a location 

served by Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) in the Fall. Maybe more. If your church has sent a disaster 

assistance team somewhere and had a good experience, we would like to know about it. We are also open to 

ideas/suggestions about how we can better include people who aren’t able to go on these week long trips. Contact 

Bob Abel (Email: bnlabel@frontier.com, Cell phone: 828-371-2757 or Joanne Mitchell (Email:  

jmmitchell22@earthlink.net, Cell phone: 704-214-0132). 

 

Young Adult Volunteers in Mission (YAVs): The Missions Committee encourages PWNC churches to identify 

young adults who would benefit from, and give their gifts to, being part of the YAV program. The PC(USA) 

website describes the YAV program as follows: “The Young Adult Volunteer (YAV) program is an ecumenical, 

faith-based year of service for young people, ages 19-30, in 22 sites around the world and in the United States. 

YAVs accompany local agencies working to address root causes of poverty and reconciliation while exploring the 

meaning and motivation of their faith in intentional community with peers and mentors. YAVs serve during the 

academic year, August to July.” One of those sites is located within the bounds of our presbytery – Hands & Feet 

of Asheville, the only YAV site in NC, SC, TN, VA, AL and KY. They are very interested in becoming better 

known in our churches (speakers, visits, etc.) The Missions Committee has set aside some funds to help support 

any YAVs from PWNC churches, wherever they choose to serve. It is important to let us know of the 

need/interest by August. 

 

PWNC Disaster Preparedness Plan: We are taking steps to develop a Disaster Response Plan for PWNC. We 

would like to know the names of members of our churches who have been trained in emergency response to help 

us (firemen, law enforcement, Red Cross volunteers, EMT’s, forest rangers, etc.). Please contact Billy Robinson 

at presbytery office (828-438-4217). We will be asking PDA to help us get organized later this year. We would 

also like to encourage/help every church to develop a disaster response plan for your church family and local 

community. If you already have one, please let us know. We might use it as an example to help others develop 

theirs. 

 

 PC(USA) Mission News and Resources: If you have a computer, you have access to a wealth of information 

online about what the PC(USA) is doing in mission around the world. Start your search at 

presbyterianmission.org and you will pull up the official site of “Presbyterian World Mission.” From there you 

can go to “Programs & Services,” “Devotions,” “Mission Yearbook,” “Resources,” ”World Mission,” “News 

& Communications,” and more. Want to find out about the PC(USA) mission work in a particular country, or 

look up a Mission Co-Worker by name, find out more about the Young Adult Volunteers in Mission (YAV) 

program, learn how to become a Mission Co-Worker yourself? It can all be found here. Sign up online for 

“Today’s PCUSA News” from Presbyterian News Service. Printed magazines such as Presbyterians Today and 
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Mission Crossroads are also wonderful sources for what is going on in national and world missions. Bulk 

orders for churches to make available to members can be arranged to get members informed and excited about 

the good things that are going on in the Presbyterian Church (USA) today. 

 

 
                                                                                                                                (rev. 3/9/18) 
 
WE GIVE THANKS FOR THESE PEOPLE WHO SERVE AS MISSION CO-WORKERS WITH 

PC(USA) and THE CHURCHES IN THE PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA WHO 

SUPPORT THEIR MINISTRY 

 
Mission Co-Worker and location    Supported by: 

 

Mark Hare – Haiti & Dominican Republic  Warren Wilson 

Jo Ella Holman – Caribbean Regional Liaison  Shelby 

Karla Ann Koll – Costa Rica      Dulatown, FPC Gastonia 

Cathy Chang & Juan Lopez – Philippines     Marshall 

Victor & Sara Makari – Israel-Palestine   Montreat 

John McCall* – Taiwan        FPC Hickory, FPC Highlands, Columbus, 

                                                 Long Creek, Black Mountain, Shelby 

Jim & Jodi McGill – Niger & South Sudan                   Long Creek                                                            

Les & Cynthia Morgan – Bangladesh    FPC Lincolnton, FPC Lenoir 

Elmarie & Scott Parker – Lebanon                    Montreat 

Martha Sommers – Malawi      FPC Gastonia, Shelby, Union 

Larry & Inge Sthreshley – Congo      FPC Newton 

Brian & Sandi Thompson-Royer – Guatemala    FPC Belmont, FPC Hickory, FPC Newton,           

                                                                                                FPC Hendersonville, New Hope (Asheville), 

                                                                                               Trinity, FPC Mt. Holly, Sherrill’s Ford, 

                                                                                                Columbus, FPC Highlands, Grace Covenant, 

         Tryon, Waldensian 

Douglas Tilton – Cape Town, South Africa    Brevard Davidson River 

Daniel & Elizabeth Turk – Madagascar, Africa    FPC Gastonia, FPC Asheville, 

                                                                                     Trinity, Black Mountain 

Gary & Marlene Van Brocklin* - Sri Lanka    FPC Gastonia, FPC Hickory, FPC Newton,  

        Black Mountain, Waldensian, Northminster 

  

 

*Mission Co-Workers from PWNC 

 

This list is based on information the Presbytery office has as of October 2017.  If your church is currently 

supporting a PCUSA  Mission Co-Worker and is not on this list, please notify the presbytery office. 
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Building Hope Funds 
University Scholarships - Bringing Hope For a Better Guatemala 

 
 Building Hope funds six University Scholars annually, three from Suchitepeque and three from Sur 

Occidente Presbyteries. That is usually $3,000 for each presbytery. On 1/29/18, all University Scholars met with 

the Joint Education Committee and shared their stories.   

 

Berta Colindres (Suchi) graduated in law in 2017 from the University Davion. She was presented with a 

special certificate of recognition at this meeting. 

  

Our first recipient, Evelyn Yesenia Hernandez Juarez, completed a three years program in Pedagogy.  

This year Sur received an additional $1000 for its scholars so Evelyn could work toward her Licenciatura degree.  

She has worked without pay this year teaching 16 third graders and has demonstrated her passion in teaching and 

willingness to give back to her community. As a result of this added extension of funds, Sur will not select a new 

candidate for 2019.   

 

 Other continuing University Scholars are:   

Jorge Leonardo Asencion – is studying social work with an emphasis of his studies is on human rights.  In 2018 

he will finish his third year and in 3 more years he will becomes a “professional.”  His dream is to be a pastor and 

to continue with studies even to the Masters and Doctors Degrees. 

 

Margoth Vela – is studying education. This year, 2018, she will write her thesis and should graduate with a 

degree in pedagogy. Her dream is to be a pastor. 

 

Ester Josefa de Leon Lopez – is studying law, with an emphasis on domestic violence. She has 3½ more years of 

study.  

 

Dany Ivan Gonzalez Lopez - is studying Business Administration (3 years to complete on weekends). His dream 

is then to specialize in Industrial Engineering. His dream is to have his own business. 

 

Roselia Lopez Velazquez – is studying education in a 3 year program to have a degree as a “technician.”  It will 

take two or three more years to be a “professional.” 

 

Dorcas Jimenez – is studying music in a 9 year program. 

 

 It was clear that the future leaders in their churches and communities would come from this special 

group of young people.                     
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WELCOME CHRISSIE MBEWE 

PRINCIPAL OF THE EBENEZER SCHOOL IN NKHOMA, MALAWI 

 

We are excited to welcome Chrissie Mbewe, the Principal of the 
Ebenezer School in Nkhoma, Malawi to the Presbytery of Western 
North Carolina! 
 
The Ebenezer School was started in 2008 by this presbytery at the 
request of the hospital, through a grant from First Presbyterian of 
Gastonia. Ebenezer School now has more than 350 students with 
educational programs for three-year-olds (pre-kindergarten) 
through seventh grade, which is the last grade before high school.  
 
The Nkhoma Hospital described the need for a school as high priority 
because there were no excellent schooling options for the hospital 
staff’s children. Therefore, when the children became school age, staff 
often left the hospital to find a better place for their children’s 
education. Before Ebenezer, the typical classroom consisted of about 
100 children, with a single book for the teacher.  Ebenezer School is 
one of the most outstanding schools in Malawi for Malawians.  
 
Now, the Ebenezer School is a bonus for recruiting and keeping medical professionals. Parents are 
realizing the advantage a child has when they begin their education with pre-school. The classes are 
small and the classrooms are bright with school desks similar to what you might find in schools in 
the USA.  English is the dominate language, which gives students an advantage. The graduates have 
a stellar record on the testing for high school. 
 
Churches in PWNC have given generously to the school. The Building HOPE Ministry Campaign also 
raised money for the school. Members of the Presbytery have contributed toward scholarships for 
the children. Each scholarship is $300 for a year. A few churches are considering giving to a specific 
class and following that class through the years.  
 
Chrissie, who grew up in Malawi, has served as teacher, assistant principal, and now principal. She 
has an extensive education and business background, much of this from South Africa, where she 

lived and worked for a number of years. She is an amazing woman. I am 
thankful that we have a principal with her experience and background. 
 
Chrissie will be speaking at the Presbytery meeting on Tuesday, April 
24th. There will be an opportunity to sit with Chrissie at lunch, get to 
know her and learn more about the school. If you would like a chance to 
visit with Chrissie, she will be speaking in several areas throughout the 
presbytery during her time here. We will post her schedule on the 
Presbytery’s website once everything is confirmed. 
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Chrissie Mbewe is the Principal of Ebenezer Institute of 
Learning in Nkhoma. Born on 2nd May 1964, she joined 
the Insurance Industry straight from secondary school, 
where she served for 20 years and rose to the position of 
Senior officer. Her life took a turn when she relocated to 
South Africa in 2004 on a self-development program.  
She enrolled for a Bachelor’s Degree at the University of 
Free State in South Africa and was accompanied by her 
10 year old, Tsogolo.  
 
While studying, her character helped motivate so many 
young students who looked up to her as a role model. 
Chrissie graduated with an Investment Management and 
Banking Degree in 2008 and a Post Graduate Certificate 

in Education in 2012. During her stay on campus, she tutored Economics and was a 
member of the Economic Society of South Africa for 1 year in 2012. She also worked 
with the Counselling Department in the Career Development Unit for 4 years and 
HIV Centre for 1 year during which she interacted with young students. Chrissie 
excelled in her teaching practice, which influenced her change in career. 
 
She returned to Malawi in 2013 and started looking for a teaching job in schools and 
financial institutions as a Financial Literacy trainer. However, she was offered a 
teaching job at Ebenezer Institute of Learning in September 2014 for the 6th Grade 
class, a position she accepted after long consideration. She was proactive and 
helped the school register for the National Primary School Leaving Certificate 
examinations and was appointed a member of the Nkhoma Zone Primary Schools 
examining body in 2015, a position she still serves. The class of 2016 passed the 
examination and were all selected to secondary school where they are excelling.  
 
She was promoted to position of Deputy Principal in September 2015 and Principal 
in September 2016. Chrissie is humble, open minded, enthusiastic, resilient and 
diligent, some of the characteristics that have helped her settle in an extremely 
diverse environment, where poverty levels and ignorance among parents are high. 
She does not have much charisma but always sticks to the point. Teacher Chrissie 
has established a strong passion for children and teaching has become so rewarding 
when learners begin to believe in themselves. Chrissie dreams to study further in 
Early Childhood development. 
 
Teacher Chrissie is an active member in the community. She reaches out to families 
of needy students to motivate, educate and inspire them on the importance of 
education though home visitations, coming from the same background. She 
possesses strong Christian values and is a member of the Nkhoma CCAP 
Fundraising Committee, which oversees developmental projects at the church. She 
loves cooking and sewing during her free time. She is also passionate about 
researching new trends in education for empowerment.  
 
Ebenezer school has the capacity to build Christian character and explore their 
intellectual capabilities while instilling basic Biblical truth and imparting basic 
education principles that will enable them to confidently compete at any level. “Thus 
far God has taken us”.  
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PEACE AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE REPORT 
 

 The Committee will continue providing displays at each Presbytery meeting outlining 
responsibilities of this committee. The display will also include the activities in the areas of 
Peace and Justice of selected congregations. At the April meeting we will again highlight 1st 
Presbyterian Church, Asheville, and Dulatown Presbyterian Church outside of Lenoir. 
Information about South Sudan and the environment is also available.   

  
 The committee members are attempting to identify a contact person in each church as a 

way of encouraging Peace and Justice initiatives and disseminating information directly to the 
congregations. If your church has such a person or a committee which is focused on Peace 
and Justice issues, please communicate that to Anne Morgan (nananne15@gmail.com) 

 
 We also want to challenge each congregation to consider becoming an Earth Care 

Congregation.  Some of you may be ready to become recertified. Information about 
becoming more involved in being stewards of God’s earth is available at 
www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/environment/earth-care-congregations. That 
site accesses “Earth Care Congregations: A Guide to Greening Presbyterian 
Churches” for ideas for earth care projects. 
 
To assist us all in being better stewards of God’s earth, the committee has 
formulated environmentally sensitive guidelines to assist congregations. Special 

thanks to Bill Seaman and Jane Laping for their help in this effort. These are included on a 
flyer on the other side of this report and at the Peace and Justice display table. 
 
The Committee has awarded four grants from the Peacemaking Offering. There are still 
funds available. 
 

 A grant to Brevard Davidson River Presbyterian to help in the purchase of a van to 
assist in an after school program.  

 $500 for El-Centro, an organization housed in the vacant manse at Brevard-Davidson 
River with the mission of support, education, advocating for Latino. The $500 will match 
a $1500 grant already promised for the use of replacing stained and moldy carpet. 

 $500 to 1st Presbyterian, Morganton to use in a community garden in order to provide 
fresh food to a community pantry and soup kitchen. 

 $500 in matching funds to the BeLoved Community in Asheville to support educational 
efforts to teach the practices and skills of peacemaking, conflict resolution, and truth 
and reconciliation to intergenerational groups.  

 Assist Esta Jarrett, pastor at Canton Presbyterian, to attend an international conference 
on reconciliation and peacemaking with Gareth Higgins and David LaMotte in Northern 
Ireland May16 - 24, 2018. On return from the conference she will be available to the 
Presbytery to share her experience. 

 
Bill Lowrey, member at First Presbyterian, Asheville, will be with us today to introduce his 
workshop on the Sudan which he will offer at the July meeting of Presbytery. Bill is well 
versed in the situation in that part of Africa and continues to be involved in peacemaking 
efforts there.   
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ENERGY SAVINGS IDEAS FOR 
CHURCHES AND HOMES 
 

Request a Duke Energy Home Energy House 
Call https://www.duke-
energy.com/home/products/home-energy-
house-call.  They will provide this service for 
congregations as well.  Along with free LEDs, 
faucet aerators, and seals for outlets and switches on exterior walls. 
  

Reduce Paper Use 
 Purchase recycled paper 
          Run double-sided copies 
          Rely on electronic documents 
 Recycle all used copy paper 
 

Reduce use of Disposables  
 Reduce disposable use  
          Recycle paper, glass, metal, plastic 
          Replace disposable cups, plates and flatware with reusable, when  
  possible; purchase cups, plates, etc. at thrift store 
           Encourage members to bring personal reusable water bottles and 
  coffee mugs 
           Use paper cups and plates instead of Styrofoam, when   
  disposables are unavoidable 
           Use cloth or reusable vinyl tablecloths instead of a plastic   
  disposable type 
                      

Reduce Energy use  
          Set thermostats at 68 in winter and 78 in summer 
          Replace incandescent light bulbs with LED  
 Replace fluorescent tubes with LED T8 or T12 tubes 
 LED bulbs recover their cost in energy savings the first year 
          Set water heater temperature to 120 
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