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“But you receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1:8. 
 
I was recently asked about our mission and how it fits with Christ’s commission to the disciples. How 
can we as a Presbytery serve God in a specific and special way? Several years ago, our Presbytery 
approved a new mission statement to guide us in our work together. It is 
 
    SEE, We are the Body of Christ 
                        Strengthening congregations 
                             Equipping disciples 
                                  Engaging in Mission 
 
The first word, SEE, helps us remember that we are about Strengthening congregations, Equipping 
disciples and Engaging in mission together. 
 
“We are the Body of Christ” reminds us to whom we belong and whom we serve. Together, we are 
Christ’s disciples. Christ is our Lord and Savior, the head of the Church. Being the Body of Christ is 
about our relationship with God and with each other. It also recognizes that together we can 
accomplish far more in that community than by ourselves. Christ calls us into community—and as 
Presbyterians, we are about being connected as a community. 
 
Our first focus is to strengthen congregations so that we are better able to tell people about God’s 
love and the importance of being in a relationship with Jesus Christ. Strong congregations can grow in 
that love and demonstrate it to a world that desperately needs to know about God’s love and a 
community of love. Church development/transformation is a key priority. 
 
This has prompted us to engage in a Presbyterian Foundation sponsored program called PneuMatrix, 
which seeks to strengthen congregations as Christ’s disciples and to gain support in reaching out to 
others. It helps churches develop a process which enables them to determine “what is God calling us to 
be and do now?” It also assists churches in looking at innovative options to try different approaches to 
reach out, tell, and demonstrate God’s Good News.  
 
Another way of strengthening churches is to help them have strong pastoral leadership. This leadership 
is critical during transitions such as losing a pastor, securing an interim, electing, training and working 
with Pastor Nominating Committees and Sessions to find the pastor God is sending to the church.  
 
This Presbytery has been able to offer small “Water to Wine” grants to churches of all sizes, which 
encourages the implementation of new ideas. The latest grant funding cycle will provide a support 
group for newly divorced persons in a town where it is needed. Strengthening congregations also 
means working with smaller membership churches to become stronger and more vital. We work hard 
to ensure our churches have consistent leadership who can preach, teach, lead Bible study and 
moderate the Session. We also sponsor forums and help churches move from part-time to full-time 
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pastorates. Conflict resolution and responding to church requests are just some of the other ways 
congregations are supported.  
     
Equipping Disciples is a challenge for every church. The Church Leadership School was designed to help 
in this process by offering training so that local church leaders could become even more effective. We 
have evidence that this has happened and is continuing to happen because many of the approximately 
100 graduates are serving as Clerks of Sessions, chairpersons of committees, youth leaders and about 
twenty-five are serving as Commissioned Lay Pastors in smaller membership churches. Graduates have 
also become presbytery leaders serving as Moderator, Chair of the Committee on Ministry and on 
committees within PWNC. The CLS provides excellent education from highly qualified teachers who 
donate their time to the Presbytery for this program. 
 
Another significant way we equip disciples and leaders is through the Youth Committee’s work, under 
the skilled direction of Beth Gunn. The Presbytery Youth Council helps teens grow in their faith, 
leadership skills, and confidence as they provide oversight for PWNC sponsored events, rallies and 
retreats. 
  
Our support of Camp Grier, through our budget and the Building HOPE Ministry Campaign, is one more 
way our dollars are used to equip disciples. We often hear stories of those who commit their lives to 
Christ or feel called to a variety of ministries at camp. Through our support of Camp Grier, children and 
youth are provided the opportunity to experience God’s love in an outdoor environment where new 
skills are taught and self-confidence is heightened.  
 
Engaging in Mission is done locally, nationally and internationally. Local ministry is the strength of 
many of our congregations. The list of ministries in our Presbytery are endless. Here are just a 
few…food pantries, community gardens, back packs for children and elders, homeless ministries for 
families, Easter egg hunts for handicapped children, a well-stocked clothes closet at a school, prom for 
mentally challenged persons and the list goes on! Congregations band together to provide 
scholarships, build Habitat Houses, assist with housing and meals for the homeless, and even advertise 
special worship services. 
 
Each year, congregations participate in mission trips, Nickle-a-Meal and Souper Bowl offerings to help 
fight hunger. When added together, Nickel-a-Meal provides significant grants to local food banks and 
international hunger relief. The Presbytery also provides mission trips to disaster areas, works with 
churches through peace making grants, and supports various other mission work.  
 
God calls us to go to the ends of the world. Just as Paul collected money for Jerusalem, God calls us to 
care about all of God’s children and to use our incredible resources to help those less fortunate. Not 
only does God call us to work in these countries, but this work helps strengthen our churches. It 
reminds us of God’s incredible love for us, and how we can be a part of sharing that love with others.  
 
I believe that we have been uniquely called to serve God in Malawi and Guatemala. Our partnership in 
Guatemala “bubbled up” twenty-three years ago, soon after our presbytery was formed. Now 33 
churches, which is about one-third of our presbytery, are involved in church-to-church partnerships. 
We have provided more than $100,000 annually for approximately 800 elementary and secondary 
scholarships, and work to get clean water and safe stoves. Presbyterian Women are working with 



GP-3 
 

women in a Microloan Project, and through Building HOPE provides college scholarships, seminarian 
support, and books in schools. Our work in Guatemala has a greater impact because we do it together. 
 
In Malawi, one of our goals has been to get electricity in all nine rural clinics. Thanks to you and 
Building HOPE funding, by the end of summer, we hope that eight of the nine clinics will have 
electricity, and the ninth will have solar power! Can you imagine the difference viable lighting provides 
for surgery or child birth when previously it had been provided by flashlight or an oil lantern? 

 
   SEE, We are the Body of Christ 
                        Strengthening congregations 
                              Equipping disciples 
                                   Engaging in Mission 
 
So, this is our Mission Statement and some of the things it means to me. I hope that you will not only 
remember it, but take it to heart and SEE how we are the Body of Christ! 
 
Peace, 
 
 
 
Bobbi White 
General Presbyter 
 
 


