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THE PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA

COMMITTEE ON PREPARATION FOR MINISTRY
THE REVEREND DANA VAUGHN, CHAIR

JULY 31, 2018

The Committee on Preparation for Ministry recommends the following to the Presbytery of Western
North Carolina:

RECOMMENDATIONS:

 I. THAT Brett Gudeman, a member of Black Mountain Presbyterian Church and a 
student at Princeton Theological Seminary in Princeton, New Jersey, be enrolled as a 
Candidate following the required examination by Presbytery.

Recently, your Committee on Preparation for Ministry conducted an interview with an Inquirer who
asked, with the support of his sponsoring congregation and Session, that they be enrolled as a Candidate
in the Presbytery of Western North Carolina. We recommend him to you today for your approval.

Brett Gudeman comes with the support of his congregation and the recommendation of the Session of
Black Mountain Presbyterian Church. His written call to ministry/faith statement is contained in this
packet (see CPM Attachment 1).

The Process of Becoming a Candidate and Beginning to Receive a Call
“It is important that those who are to be ordained as teaching elders receive full preparation for their task
under the direction of the presbytery. For this purpose, a presbytery shall enter into a covenant
relationship with those preparing to become teaching elders and with their sessions and congregations.
This relationship shall be divided into the two phases of inquiry and candidacy.” (Book of Order G-
2.0601)

Inquiry Phase:
In order to begin the inquiry phase, an applicant must be a member of the sponsoring congregation, shall
have been active in the work and worship of that congregation for at least six months, and shall have
received the endorsement of their session. This person is then examined by CPM, and if approved, is
enrolled as an Inquirer.

“The purpose of the inquiry phase is to provide an opportunity for the church and those who believe
themselves called to ordered ministry as teaching elders to explore that call together so that the
presbytery can make an informed decision about the inquirer’s suitability for ordered ministry.” (G-
2.0603) A person must be an Inquirer for at least one year.

Candidacy Stage:
When an Inquirer believes, through their discernment, that they are called to the position of teaching
elder, they can request that they become a Candidate. The Inquirer will meet with their Session and
explain their sense of call. The Session can endorse them and recommend them to the CPM. The CPM,
through its discernment, can decide to recommend them to the Presbytery. At the recommendation of the
CPM, the Inquirer comes before the Presbytery to share part of their faith journey and their sense of call.
The Presbytery can then ask them questions in respect to their sense of call, not questions of content of
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an ordination exam. They can ask about "their Christian faith, forms of Christian service, and motives
for seeking the ministry." (Adopted from a previous Book of Order.)

"The purpose of the candidacy phase, then, is to provide for the full preparation of persons to serve the
church as teaching elders." (G-2.0604)

Preparation for a Call:
Before a person may take a call in our Presbytery, they must have completed the following:
• Pass the Bible Content Exam.
• Pass the four Senior Ordination Exams (Biblical Exegesis, Theological Competence, Worship

and Sacraments, and Church Polity).
• Complete a two-day battery of assessments administered by a Career & Personal Counseling

Center.
• Complete one unit of Clinical Pastoral Education training (CPE).
• Normally, complete at least one year at a PCUSA seminary.
• Meet annually with the Committee on Preparation for Ministry.
• Have been an Inquirer at least one year and have been a Candidate at least one year.
• Take a course in Reformed Theology and Polity.
• Complete Seminary.

Must be Approved by CPM to Receive a Call:
A Candidate may not begin to enter negotiations about a call as a teaching elder without the approval of
the CPM, which has been delegated this task. When a Candidate has completed the above, the CPM will
examine the Candidate and determine if he/she is ready to begin looking for a call, and if so, will "certify
the person ready to receive a call." The Candidate will also have their Personal Information Form (PIF)
reviewed and approved by CPM. When the person receives a call, the Candidate will be examined by the
receiving presbytery.

If a Candidate who is under care of this Presbytery receives a call within our bounds, that candidate will
preach before the Committee on Preparation for Ministry and their sermon will be included in the
Presbytery report.

FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
• Rebecca Heilman, a member of the Waldensian Presbyterian Church, was certified ready to

receive a call on March 21, 2018. Rebecca has accepted a call a the Pastoral Resident at Madison
Avenue Presbyterian Church in New York City in the New York City Presbytery.

• Andrew Bowman, a member of the Black Mountain Presbyterian Church, was certified ready to
receive a call on February 21, 2018.

• William Wilson, a member of the Asheville First Presbyterian Church and a Candidate from the
Presbytery of Western North Carolina, has accepted a call as Pastor of the First Presbyterian
Church, Kilgore, Texas.

• Jackie Putnam, a member of the Northminster Presbyterian Church and a Candidate from the
Presbytery of Western North Carolina, has accepted a call as Associate Pastor for Mission and
Discipleship at the Fourth Presbyterian Church, Greenville, South Carolina.

• Rosy Robson, a member of Black Mountain Presbyterian Church and a Candidate from the
Presbytery of Western North Carolina, has accepted a call as Associate Pastor at First
Presbyterian Church of Richardson, Texas.
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• Annie Franklin, a member of Morganton First Presbyterian Church and a Candidate from the

Presbytery of Western North Carolina, has accepted a call as Associate Pastor for Youth and
Mission at St. Simons Presbyterian Church, St. Simons Island, Georgia.



CPM ATTACHMENT 1 
Bret Gudeman 

 

 

Members of the Western North Carolina Presbytery, 

 Thank you for having me here, and taking the time out of your meeting to listen to 

my own personal Statement of Call. This narrative is ever growing and changing. Though I 

wish God’s call was a onetime vocal pronouncement, I’ve found there are many twists and 

turns along the way. I want to acknowledge that a realization and gradual understanding of 

my call would not be possible if it were not for the saints who have been in my life. I name 

a few throughout this statement, but recognize there are many more. 

Growing up in Tucson Arizona, both of my parents, Bob and June, were highly active 

within the local Church. If they believed something needed to be fixed within the Church 

culture, then they would get involved, and create a new culture. This was fundamental for 

my faith development, because it deflected many negative experiences some of my 

colleagues and friends have had within a Church. No one, and nothing was openly criticized 

in front of my brothers or myself. Seeing my parents involved with Church through both 

leadership positions, and volunteering resulted in myself becoming involved. 

 In High School I was actively involved with the Church’s youth group, snatching up 

any and every leadership opportunity available. My motivations behind these fluctuated 

from a burning desire to serve the kingdom of God, and that special overinflated pride that 

seems particular to high school boys. This Church was a nondenominational church; with 

whom I now have very different theological convictions. However, my youth pastor, Rob, 

and several other leaders demonstrated to me the love of Christ, and proclaimed the good 

news of Christ’s resurrection. Through this learning I was spiritually stirred and desired to 

attend a private Christian college, and the Lord provided a way fiscally through both athletic 

and other scholarships. I ended up attending Northwestern College in rural Orange City, 

Iowa where I majored in Religion. Here, my faith was challenged, expanded, destroyed, and 

rebuilt by the brilliant minds in the religion faculty. 

 Each religion professor had a different quirk, which I believe helped me form a more 

holistic Christian faith. My New Testament teacher, John Vonderbruegge, was the perfect 

definition of what a Biblical scholar was. He taught me how to examine a text in its socio 

historical context through extra Biblical sources, as well as different books of the Bible. In 

his class I was exposed to mirror reading, as well as textual criticism. His classes were 

supremely academic, and information driven. On the other hand, my Old Testament 

professor, Jim Mead, taught me how to care for students, as well as teach. His 10 years of 

pastoral ministry were evident throughout his classes. If I happened to be struggling with a 

faith issue, or an academic issue, he was always very approachable and encouraged 

meeting him in his office to talk about life. Academics were important to me, so it was 

critical to remember the study and practice of spirituality. Jackie Smallbones was crucial to 

this, and helped me to remember the power of the Holy Spirit within the Bible, instead of 

simply dissecting the words, and their contexts. She equipped me with many spiritual 

practices that I still use today, such as Lectio Divina, breath prayers and fasting. Finally, my 

Missiology professor, John Hubers, taught me Christianity goes beyond my simple Western 

Christendom exposure. Learning about the global church taught me the inescapability of 

contextualization, and how every culture reads the Bible through a lens, no matter how hard 

one tries not to. My background, experiences, and culture determine how I interpret a 

particular text. As graduation and marriage approached, I sat in Professor Mead’s office and 

explained how I had really grown to enjoy the RCA (the denomination of my college), but 

was moving to the South where they were sparse and asked what denomination would be a 

good fit for my wife, Ally, and myself. Knowing our theological leanings and personalities, he 

recommended finding a PCUSA Church. 

 Though I always had a desire to go into full time ministry, through conversations 

with my wife, family and prayer, we decided to hold off on seminary. We both saw the 
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benefit of me working a 9-5 with people outside of a Christian context, and thought it wise 

to pay off our undergrad loans. Ally and I moved to Black Mountain where we began 

attending Black Mountain Presbyterian Church. We were instantly accepted into a loving 

community who sought to bring praise to God almighty and care for their neighbor. Ally and 

I almost immediately met with Berry French, the associate pastor, in order to find out how 

we could be more involved in the community. Berry’s guidance was critical. He provided 

opportunities for me to lead, such as middle school Sunday school teacher, discussion 

leader at adult dinner groups, and confirmation leader. He also encouraged me to pursue 

Ordination and attend a PCUSA seminary. For a non-Presbyterian, the ordination process 

was a foreign language to me, but as I learned about the Presbyterian denomination I was 

impressed with many things. They said they cared about justice, earth care, education, and 

those were the places where a lot of money was given to. They had a deep commitment to 

the Reformed faith, but also truly embraced what had become an old adage because it 

wasn’t true in many Church circles I had been a part of, “reformed and always reforming.” 

 After two years of membership I was beginning to feel called to seminary but my 

wife was firmly committed to her job. There was no seminary near Black Mountain, we loved 

our Church family, and did not want to move. Luckily, Union Presbyterian Seminary had a 

satellite part time campus for those who still wanted to work. Ally and I prayerfully decided 

we were in a stable enough place for me to work full time and attend school part time. I did 

this for a year which was wonderful, unique experience for me because simultaneously I 

was able to be a volunteer at Church, a layman working a manual labor job, and a 

seminarian all at the same time. After a year of this, my wife’s job commitments were 

coming to a close and with the encouragement from our Church family we made the 

decision to look for a place to move to attend seminary full time. 

 After looking at Columbia, Union, and Princeton the Lord made it very clear Princeton 

theological Seminary was the place for me. I have thoroughly enjoyed listening to the vast 

array of theological positions that are present at the seminary. We attend Nassau 

Presbyterian Church on Sundays, and I have an internship arranged for Lawrenceville 

Presbyterian Church next year. Ally and I are a part of a strong community that encourages 

and offers advice as we continue to discern where the Lord is calling us next. Thank you. 

  

 


