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General Presbyter Report 

Bobbi White 
 
I often say half in jest, I have the best job, because I get to see God at work in our midst. But it is true. There is a 
lot of joy in this work. “I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my 
prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that 
the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion...” (Philippians 1:3-6 NRSV) 
 
On June 10th, First Presbyterian in Waynesville celebrated the early retirement of a loan of almost $780,000 

with a special worship service and luncheon. From foundation to roof, the over 

100-year-old building was renovated to ensure that the church continues to stand 

strong and glorify God for years to come. The church was also celebrating 41 new 

members since the arrival of Rev. Holly Davis. To be noted, this is a church that 

split right down the middle in 2007, and it has grown from 71 members to 129, 

with weekly worship attendance of about 100 people. The church is also reaching 

out to the community and world. Every Sunday, about 15 minutes before worship 

begins, the church has a congregational singing with oldies but goodies, and new 

songs, too. Their website says “Welcome Home” and invites visitors to come be a part of a loving 

community. 

 

Sherrill’s Ford has looked for ways to reach out to the community and demonstrate God’s love. For several 

years, they have stocked a local elementary school with a clothes closet, which includes new underwear, 

socks and changes of clothing. They have another closet with winter coats and other necessities. Recently, 

they began having “Third Thursday Dinners” for the whole community. All are welcome; the firefighters and 

police, the homeless, the hungry, the lonely, and people who just like to eat together! I think Jesus would 

enjoy eating there. They have also reached out on patriotic holidays to sponsor a cantata and recognize the 

veterans in their community. Not only are they connected to the community, but one month they also have a 

special offering to buy goats for world communities. Earlier this year, they were featured in a PCUSA news 

article. Sherrill’s Ford is continuously looking for ways to demonstrate Christ’s love. What a wonderful 

witness! 

 

Sometimes, the Spirit works through “Holy Coincidences”. Chrissie, the principal of the Ebenezer School in 

Malawi, mentioned that the school needed a cistern because in certain seasons, they had water only for one 

or two hours in the morning, and the same at night. Chrissie wanted to store water so the school could use it 

all day. Dr. Barbara Nagy said that was not an overall solution. Because a mission team was leaving, we 

were asked about the water. Although fixing the system would be expensive, we found out that $86,000 

could double the water supply during most of the year. A person who could manage this would be available 

until November. We would have to start immediately. Upon returning to the states, a generous donor gave 

the money needed, plus additional funds to look at a long-term solution. The village of Nkhoma will have 

double the water supply by November because of one small question, people traveling at the right time, an 

engineer being available, and a donor willing to make a huge difference in the life of a village and the school. 

Sometimes that is the way the Spirit works, reminding us that we are called to be a part of God’s work.  
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I was excited to travel to Malawi in May and see the many ways God is at work. The 

mobile health unit, given by you as a part of this presbytery, travels a number of miles 

from the hospital each day, covering a wide area. There were people waiting, including 

more than 100 colorfully dressed women with babies on their back. Babies were 

weighed on a scale hanging from a tree. There were oral vaccines and shots resulting in 

crying babies. Of those tested for Malaria, 80 to 90% tested positive and were given 

medicine so they could recover. Because it was a very long walk to the hospital, people 

often waited to go to the hospital until the babies were so sick that there would be long-

term ill effects of the disease. After all were seen, and preventive and curative medicine 

prescribed, the mobile health unit went back to the hospital to be prepared for the next day, where another 

hundred to two hundred people would be waiting for it. 

 

Read more in the Building HOPE report on how are we are part of God’s work in Malawi, Camp Grier, 

Guatemala, and here in our own Presbytery. We are called to see where God is at work, and to become a part 

of that work. We can do more together than separately.  

 

I am often asked how I see God at work in our General Assembly. The Assembly asked us to look at how 

God is calling us to reach out – to reach out to take Christ to the people, to be salt and light in our 

community, and witnesses to God’s grace, love, mercy, and justice. We are to be God’s hands and feet. 

Youth groups came to the Assembly to work in the community – to clean up parks, prepare kits for the 

homeless, and show God’s love in a variety of ways. The Assembly joined with the Presbytery of Giddings-

Lovejoy and its churches, who were working with what they called a debtor prison situation. They explained 

the unique systems that unjustly effected poor, who were kept in prison because they could not pay bail or 

fines. People in prison lost their jobs, were away from their families, and some even lost their homes because 

of minor crimes and traffic violations. I was willing to trust that presbytery and to be part of a march that 

contributed more than $54,000 to the groups working for release of prisoners of non-serious crimes.  

 

Twelve churches, Council, COM, and other churches and pastors are exploring the book, Canoeing the 

Mountains. The book likens the churches of today to the Louis and Clark expedition, which found there was 

no water route to the Pacific, but only high mountains. The expedition’s expertise in canoeing was no longer 

valuable and they had to learn new skills. Today in our churches, things are no longer like the 50’s, 60’s, etc. 

We all have to learn new ways to reach out to people who have never attended church and don’t know our 

language. Many of our members have children and grandchildren that have not been to church. How do we 

reach out to them? I am encouraging all our pastors to read the book. Read it with your members, the 

Session, and each other, and talk about how it might be beneficial. It talks about adaptive change. The Holy 

Spirit is a proponent and often the initiator of adaptive change as we see in the book of Acts. If any pastor 

signs up and agrees to read the book with another member of the church, there will be free book offered at 

the Presbytery’s display table.  

 

Several of our churches are celebrating big milestones this summer. Crossnore will be celebrating its 100th 

anniversary with worship and dinner on the ground on July 22, 2018. The Crossnore Church is known for its 

beautiful rock church and its mission. Brittain, near Rutherfordton, will be celebrating its 250th anniversary 

on August 5th. And recently, the Wee Kirk Presbyterian Church, our summer church in Linville, celebrated 

its 25th year anniversary. Special recognition was given to Martha Guy of the Newland Church for her 

support of Wee Kirk. This church gives more than $150,000 to the neediest kids in Avery County annually.   
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The Waldensian Presbyterian Church and the city of Valdese commemorated their 125th anniversary by 

celebrating the history of the Waldensians. The Waldensian Presbyterian Church traces its history back 

hundreds of years before the Protestant Reformation to a group of Medieval Christians, who later became 

known as the Waldensians. Protestant scholars regard the Waldensians as early forerunners of 

the Reformation, who had maintained the apostolic faith in the face of Catholic oppression and 

persecution before, during, and after the Inquisition. They say in 1173, Peter Waldo started the 

pre-Reformation. The Waldensians believed everyone should be able to read the Bible in their 

own language. They sent evangelists all over Europe. Valdese was settled by Waldensians 

fleeing to a country that promised religious freedom. These settlers built the town and church at 

the same time, becoming Presbyterian, but also retaining their Waldensian heritage. On June 1-

2, the church hosted a Cultural Symposium with speakers from France, Italy, Germany, and South America, 

including Uruguay and Argentina, tracing the history of the Waldensians and looking toward their future.  

Also, to share this heritage, their pastor, Dr. Kevin Frederick, wrote a book of sermons called, “With their 

Backs Toward the Mountains,” that highlights the history and legacy this movement gave to the Reformation 

and its churches.  

 

I expect to see God at work in a group of eight churches in Avery and Mitchell that will gather for a day of 

visioning, refection, and planning as to how their church might reach out to tell the good news of Christ and 

be with Christ in ministry. These churches will be meeting with Sarah Cromer and her associates from In 

Christ Supporting Ministries on July 14. We are excited to see the next steps as a result of this offering. 

 

Expect to see God at work in your church and your life. Ask this question in your small groups and Session: 

“Where is God already at work in your community and the world, and where are you being called to join 

God?” Give thanks that the Spirit is moving among us. 


