
Missions Committee Presbytery Report 

April 30, 2019

Committee Members: Bob Abel, Stephen Aschmann, Joyce Boyette, Jamie Brady, Blake Daniel, Ellen 

Dozier, Steve Hansel, Sue Johnson, Gail Lehman, Joanne Mitchell, Katherine Mull; PWNC Assoc.: 

Billy Robinson, Division Chair: Hal Bennett 

Mission Interpretation and Promotion:  
Missions Committee has been discussing how we can best promote local and world missions and 

support the efforts of our PWNC local churches to be knowledgeable about, and involved in, local and 

world mission. We would like to know the name of, and communicate with, the person in each PWNC 

church most responsible for missions/outreach. In order to do this, the following methods were 

suggested: 

1) using information from Church Data Forms submitted by clerks of session, which

includes the name of the local person with Missions responsibilities; 2) committee

members calling every church for information; 3) committee members visiting churches to

find out their mission needs and how we might help; 4) relying on pastors and clerks to

read, act on, and pass along the emails we send out.

In order to better serve the local PWNC churches with information about, and promotion of, presbytery, 

national, and international Presbyterian Church USA mission programs, we discussed:  

a. sponsoring a Missions conference or workshop after a presbytery meeting, or on a separate

day, which might be co-planned and carried out by representatives from Missions Committee,

Guatemala Partnership, Malawi Partnership, Peace and Justice Committee, Hunger

Committee, etc.

b. creating a “clearing house”/ “communications hub” for churches of PWNC to communicate

with each other about what they are doing in mission – a flow of ideas and examples from

churches already involved in mission that would encourage those who are hesitant or need

some suggestions?

The “missions hub” could be a way for churches who have a couple of openings on their local

church missions trip, or a disaster assistance trip, to let other churches know they would

welcome more participants on their team. (Members of our smaller churches could become

part of a larger church’s team this way, if they knew about it.)  [We really do not know how

many of our larger churches are doing their own mission trips. It would be great for us to

know this information.]

c. inform our churches about a number of newsletters available from PCUSA Presbyterian

Mission that educate about and promote what is going on worldwide and could be valuable to

our local churches? (see PCUSA website, “Presbyterian Mission”)

d. keep “Mission Zone” on the PWNC website updated with information and resources

available for use and promote it as the “go to” place for missions information for our churches

to use.

e. encouraging members of our PWNC churches to consider the call to become a mission co-

worker, or perhaps a Volunteer in Mission for a shorter period of time? Information is on the

PCUSA website under “Presbyterian Mission”.

f. affirm the PWNC Youth Committee for including mission/service opportunities as part of

their presbytery youth program and support their efforts and work with them in any way we

can.

Young Adults in Mission: 
Jamie Brady and Katherine Mull shared some background information on the Young Adult 

Volunteer (YAV) program through Hands & Feet of Asheville. YAVs are young adults (18-30) 
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who apply to serve either in the U.S. or abroad. Our presbytery has $1,000 allocated for YAV 

use; if not used, this money is given to Hands & Feet. The committee discussed ways of 

promoting the YAV program among young adults in the presbytery. Information about the YAV 

program will also be made available at events planned by the PWNC Youth Committee. 

 

Mission Personnel:  
A letter will be sent out to around 20 churches of 100 members or more encouraging them to 

consider supporting a mission co-worker along with postcards with information about current 

mission co-workers they might chose to support. 

 

Mission Work Teams:     
Disaster Assistance teams will be going to Wilmington, NC April 28-May 4, and to Lumberton, 

NC on May 5-11, 2019. Both trips should fill up, and a lot of the participants are new, with good 

representation from smaller churches. 

 

PWNC Disaster Preparedness Plan:  

The current suggested and promoted plan: 1) encourage every church to be part of their 

community’s response plan, 2) communicate disasters/needs to presbytery office for prayer 

support and concrete assistance as opportunity arises. If this is not enough, and PWNC needs a 

more involved and detailed plan, PDA could probably help us.  
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Spotlight on 2019 Educational 

Initiatives in Guatemala 

Project Hope Funds: 

 University Scholars-  
1) Roselia Lopez Velasquez, Sur, 2nd year Education 

2) Dany Ivan Gonzalez Lopez, Sur, 3rd year Business Administration 

3) Ester Josefa de Leon Lopez, Sur, 4th year Law 

4) Evelyn Yesenia Hernandez Juarez, Sur, 5th year to become a licensed Professional 

teacher 

5) Dorcas, Jimenez, Suchi, 2nd year, Music 

6) Jorge Leonardo Ascencion, Suchi, 4th year, Social Work 

                                     

 Theological Education - In January, the PWNC Education Committee received 2019 

proposals from both Sur and Suchi Seminaries.  In March 2019, $2500 was sent to both 

Presbyteries to continue training men and women to be the new leaders in their 

churches and communities. 

 Teacher/Parent Formation:  La Lectura es Clave (Reading is Key).  This pilot 

program has expanded from 2 to 6 schools now to provide books and workshops for 

teachers as they help students develop a love of reading.  The focus this year will be to 

allow teachers from different schools to meet and interact, focusing on exploring new 

ways to connect with literature and teach reading appreciation at preschool, 1-3rd 

grade, and 4-5th grade. 

 Teacher/Parent Formation:  Reading Corners.  Puerta Abierta staff will provide 

training on literacy and parent support of children for reading corner facilitators in Sur 

Occidente.  Presently 2 churches, Buenas Nuevas and Tecun Uman are testing out 

having reading corners in their churches to encourage parents and children’s reading. 

New books were distributed in January to these church facilitators, who have attended 

one training session.  The intention in Sur Occidente Presbytery is for the program to 

initially focus on the church community. 

 

Church to Church Scholarships: (Not funded through Project Hope) 
Our church to church scholarships provides scholarships to assist students to attend 

primary, secondary school, and higher educational opportunities.  In 2019, 32 churches 

in WNC Presbytery have generously provided scholarships to hundreds of students in 

both the Sur and Suchi Presbyteries.   Thank you!  All glory be to God. 
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Guatemala Microloan Project Update: February 2019 
 

 
 

 

 

  

Entrepreneurs Added to Project 
    

 In November, an exciting new aspect of the microloan project began when 8 experienced participants with solid 
business plans were given additional training and larger loans.  A few of these "Entrepreneurs" used their one-

time $400 to $650 loan to purchase extra 
merchandise to sell for Christmas.  Kelita bought 
a stylist chair, a wash basin and chair, and hair 
products to open a beauty salon in her home. 
Dina used her loan to register her business legally 
in order to sell food to the school near her home.  
Reyna and her husband purchased equipment for 
their iron workshop.  These women repeatedly 
expressed what a great benefit these larger loans 
were in increasing their sales.  ADEHGUA staff 
(NGO administering project) are working with a 
second group of women to become 
Entrepreneurs, and will be adding other 
participants in the future.  

Participant Comments from February 4-

11, 2019 Microloan Delegation to 

Guatemala 

 

Quick Microloan Project Statistics: 
  

Three New Groups began in late 2018 in Sintaná, El Progreso, and San Felipe 

 40 total participants 

 Loans are $130; with group approval amount can increase each cycle 

 Total capital currently extended - $5,000 

 Loan cycle - 6 months 
Four Original Groups began in 2015 in Santo Domingo, Sal Felipe, Coatepeque, and Las Animas 

 61 total participants 

 Loans are $130 to $300 

 Total capital currently extended - $14,300 

 Loan cycle - 6 months  
Entrepreneurs program for advanced participants began in November 2018 

 8 current participants, with 6 more in process and plans to continue to expand 

 Loans are $400 to $650 

 Total capital currently extended - $4,500 

 Loan cycle - can vary, but generally one year with monthly installments 
It has been an exciting year and we give thanks for all that is happening in the Guatemala Microloan 
Project.  We may never know the full impact made or the ripple effects set in motion, but have seen 
God at work and trust God to continue to work in the lives of the participants and their families. 
  

Kelita in her new beauty salon 
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"I have a much better understanding of the project.  It is not just microloans, but includes important workshops to 
strengthen women. The biggest thing I will remember is their faith and strength." - Gloria Hickson, Gastonia 
 
“What stood out to me was the personal growth of the women in the program, their growth in self-esteem.  The 
goal was to have their own business, but many additional benefits have come with that." - Terri Hendrix, Tryon 
  
"Meeting the ladies, hearing their stories, and visiting their businesses opened a better understanding of the 
project for me.  Their love, hugs, and faith despite their hard lives has been an inspiration.  I am glad I got to meet 
Mildre and Flor (ADEHGUA staff) and see how they display Christian values." - Lil Lanier, Gastonia 

 

"Several indelible images: the love and joy Mildre shared with the participants, 

getting to meet and embrace my prayer partner, and the gift of the women 

sharing their lives with us." - Mary Louise Forsythe, Trinity Hendersonville 

" We had the privilege of visiting 7 entrepreneurs and were pleased to see how 

they were able to expand their businesses.  It is not much in US dollars, but 

makes a tremendous impact." - Susan Maveety, New Hope Asheville 

"What touched my heart was the joyful way women from the PWNC 
reached out to and embraced their sisters in Guatemala, and the ways in 
which the Guatemalan women returned those hugs and kisses of 
affection and care.  We often had no common language but the embraces 
and tears joined us as sisters in Christ." - Ellen Dozier, Brevard 
 

"The actual loans seem to be the least of the Microloan program. Each of these 

groups of women are learning together, growing together, building community. 

They support each other, pray for each other, cheer each other on. It was an 

honor to be allowed to see how it really works." - Amanda Martin, Burnsville 

 

"Beginning in Cycle 4, a process of formation in the form of workshops was added 

to the project.  Strengthening women was the goal, and we saw and heard from 

the women that it is working!" - Mimi Michael, Newton 

 

Trip participants have much more to share; to learn more please invite them   to 

speak to your church or group. 
 

Ways to Provide Support: 

 We need Prayer Partners for our newest microloan participants.  
Contact Sue Barrett at suebar@comporium.net or  
828-553-3621 if you or your PW group wish to participate.   
 

 Purchase Mother's Day cards for a minimum $10 donation.  To order 
cards for yourself or your congregation contact Debby Vial at 
debby.vial@gmail.com or 502-407-7402. 
 

 Send Donations to the Guatemala Microloan Project to PW 
Treasurer:  Sharon Meares, 1012 10th ST CT NW, Hickory, NC 28601. 
Make checks payable to PW PWNC and designate for the Guatemala 
Microloan Project.  

Alternative Giving Card for Mother's Day       
featuring Lety and her 2 sons 

Mary Louise meets her prayer partner 
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