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GP REPORT
“I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my
prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am
confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion
by the day of Jesus Christ.” (Philippians 1:3-6)

How does one say thank you to God and to the many people and churches with whom I have
been blessed to share in God’s ministry? I carry all of you in my heart and prayers.
I am excited for the Presbytery. God is saying, “I am about to do a new thing; now it springs
forth, do you not perceive it?” (Is 43:19) New ideas and new ways of reaching out and sharing
the gospel will continue to energize and/or invigorate the people, pastors, Sessions, and
congregations of the Presbytery. You will have fresh eyes both in the Presbytery and in the
congregations and communities.
There is much to be done. As we go forward, all of us need to adapt to sharing our faith with
people who have never been to church. It’s important that we learn how to better witness in a
world of Sunday soccer and internet cafes. We need to grow in our own faith and experience
God’s love, joy, peace, grace, and energy. Many people do not know Jesus Christ or God’s love.
It is our responsibility to be the bearers of that Good News to a hurting world. Many do not
know God’s mercy and justice; we are to bring God’s mercy, justice and love to this world. God
is at work in our lives, the lives of our congregation, and the world. I look forward to hearing
about the new and faithful ways God is working with each of you.
My deepest desire is that your new GP will, in different ways, love you, and that you will work
together to do mighty things in the Kingdom of God. Because I want you to be able to build
strong relationships with the new General Presbyter and current presbytery staff, my role will
be praying from the sidelines. Per Presbytery policy, I cannot be involved with funerals,
weddings, ordinations and installations, commissioning, services of new beginnings, and
various other rituals that surround ministry.
I will continue to pray for you and the churches, and give thanks when I learn of ways the Holy
Spirit has worked in your midst. It has been an honor and a pleasure to serve as your General
Presbyter. I will miss your wonderful presence, but I know that God is at work with you and the
Presbytery, so I give thanks.
“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God which passes all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:4-7)
Peace,

