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THE PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA
COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY
MR. JOHN PEA, CHAIR
JANUARY 25, 2020
FIRST SECTION
CA

CA.

I.

RECOMMEND TO PRESBYTERY THE VALIDATION OF MINISTRY FOR:
A.
Denise Thorpe, as Interim Director, Doctor of Ministry Program at Pittsburgh
Theological Seminary, through January 25, 2021.
B.
Cindy Strickler, as Director and Head of Staff at Presbyterian Reformed Ministries, Int.,
through January 25, 2021.
C.
Lynn Bledsoe, as Ministries Associate, Designated Chaplain for Givens Highland Farms
in Black Mountain, through January 25, 2021.
D.
Clay Fouse, as Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) Coordinator at Charles George VA
Medical Center in Asheville, through January 25, 2021.

II.

RECOMMEND TO PRESBYTERY that the ministry of Spiritual Life Chair at Grace Ridge
Retirement Community be considered a Validated Ministry in order that the Commissioned
Pastor Sub-Committee may expand Kenneth Humphrey’s commission as Commissioned Pastor
at Siloam Presbyterian Church to include service as the Spiritual Life Chair at Grace Ridge, if
the way be clear.

III.

RECOMMEND TO PRESBYTERY that Love’s Chapel, upon its written request, be granted a
waiver of limitations on terms of Ruling Elders, Book of Order (G-20404). (See Four Your
Information below.)

SECOND SECTION
The Book of Order provides (G-3.0307) that the Committee on Ministry may be given authority by the
Presbytery to find in order calls issued by churches, to approve and present calls for service of
ministers, to approve the examination of ministers transferring from other Presbyteries, required by G3.0306, to dissolve the pastoral relationship in cases where the congregation and pastor concur, to
dismiss ministers to other Presbyteries, and to approve administrative commissions to ordain/install
with the provision that such actions be reported at the next stated meeting of the Presbytery. This
permission was granted to our Committee on Ministry; therefore, the following actions are hereby
reported and are to be admitted to the record.
I.

APPROVED FOR TRANSFER OF MEMBERSHIP:
A.
THOMAS A. BROWN
From: Salem Presbytery
As: Director at William Black Lodge
Effective: November 5, 2019
(See COM Attachment 1 for Biography and Statement of Faith.)
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B.

C.

D.

E.

JANICE L. KROUSKOP
From: East Tennessee Presbytery
As: Honorably Retired
Effective: November 5, 2019
(See COM Attachment 2 for Biography and Statement of Faith.)
BEVERLY THOMPSON
From: Coastal Carolina Presbytery
As: Honorably Retired
Effective: January 7, 2020
(See COM Attachment 3 for Biography and Statement of Faith.)
GEORGE B. THOMPSON, JR.
From: Coastal Carolina Presbytery
As: Honorably Retired
Effective: January 7, 2020
(See COM Attachment 4 for Biography and Statement of Faith.)
LEWIS GALLOWAY
From: Whitewater Valley Presbytery
As: Honorably Retired
Effective: January 7, 2020
(See COM Attachment 5 for Biography and Statement of Faith.)

II.

APPROVED TRANSITIONAL PASTOR RELATIONSHIPS:
A.
Dechard Guess and Banner Elk Presbyterian Church
Effective: August 18, 2019 - August 17, 2020
B.
David Garnett and Shelby Presbyterian Church
Effective: October 1, 2019 - September 31, 2020
C.
Jason Davenport and Long Creek Presbyterian Church
Effective: December 1, 2019 - To Be Determined

III.

APPROVED STATED PASTOR RELATIONSHIPS:
A.
Laura Long and Clinchfield Presbyterian Church
Extended: November 1, 2019 - October 31, 2020
B.
Merriam Alexander and Oak Forest Presbyterian Church
Effective: November 10, 2019 - April 30, 2020
C.
Will Gaines and Brittain’s Cove Presbyterian Church
Extended: January 1, 2020 - December 31, 2020
D.
Theodore Grant and Brittain Presbyterian Church
Extended: December 31, 2019 - December 30, 2020
E.
Mary Elizabeth Sigmon and Olney Presbyterian Church
Extended: January 1, 2020 - December 31, 2020
F.
Kathleen Tompkins and Forest City First Presbyterian Church
Extended: January 1, 2020 - December 31, 2020
G.
Noah McIntee and Morrison Presbyterian Church
Extended: December 1, 2019 - November 30, 2020
H.
Keith Freeman and Pineola Presbyterian Church
Extended: January 1, 2020 - December 31, 2020
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IV.

APPROVED COMMISSIONED PASTOR RELATIONSHIPS:
A.
Barbara Ross and Spruce Pine Presbyterian Church
Effective: September 1, 2019 - January 6, 2020
B.
Randy Patterson and Dixon Presbyterian Church
Extended: November 11, 2019 - November 10, 2020
C.
James Millsaps and Love’s Chapel Presbyterian Church
Extended: January 1, 2020 - December 31, 2020
D.
Jim Taylor and Grassy Creek Presbyterian Church
Extended: January 1, 2020 - Decembe 31, 2020
E.
Jim Taylor and Newdale Presbyterian Church
Extended:January 1, 2020 - December 31, 2020

V.

APPROVED AS MODERATORS:
A.
Cam Murchison and Korean Presbyterian Church of Asheville
B.
Merriam Alexander and Oak Forest Presbyterian Church
C.
Charles Davenport and Lincolnton First Presbyterian Church

VI.

APPROVED THE DISSOLUTION OF PASTORAL RELATIONSHIP:
A.
Barbara R. White and The Presbytery of Western North Carolina
Effective: October 31, 2019
B.
Danny Trapp and Lincolnton First Presbyterian Church
Effective: December 8, 2019
C.
Randall B. Boggs and Mills River Presbyterian Church
Effective: February 29, 2020

VII.

APPROVED MOVING TO MEMBER-AT-LARGE STATUS:
A.
Kathryn Johnson Cameron
B.
Jason Bryant

VIII. APPROVED THE REQUEST FOR HONORABLE RETIREMENT:
A.
Randall B. Boggs
Effective: March 1, 2020
IX.

APPROVED PERMISSION TO LABOR OUTSIDE THE BOUNDS OF THE
PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA:
A.
Rebecca Young
In: Presbytery of the Peaks
As: Temporary Supply Pastor, Covington First Presbyterian, Covington, VA
Effective: January 1, 2020

X.

A.

XI.

APPROVED THE MISSION STUDY AND PERMISSION TO ELECT A PASTOR
NOMINATING COMMITTEE:
A.
Marion First Presbyterian Church

APPROVED AS PARISH ASSOCIATE:
Bill Neely and Marion First Presbyterian Church
Effective: February 17, 2020 - May 31, 2020

D-4
XII.

APPROVED THE MINISTRY INFORMATION FORM:
A.
Long Creek Presbyterian Church

FOR YOUR INFORMATION
•

The Committee on Ministry calls attention to the provision for seeking a waiver of term
limitations on Ruling Elders as outlined in the Book of Order (G-2.0404) in situations where a
small pool of candidates makes the term limitation (i.e. no more than 2 consecutive 3 year terms)
difficult to follow. The waiver provision is as follows: “The presbytery may, upon written
request and by majority vote, grant a congregation a waiver on this limitation on terms.”
The Session of any church finding itself in such a position is welcome to forward a written
request to COM so that it can be brought before a subsequent meeting of presbytery.

Thomas A. Brown
Biography

COM ATTACHMENT 1

Most stories about myself include the phrase ‘I was raised at camp’. My parents were camp directors for the Presbyterian
Church. My mom would say that I was born on the first day of summer camp in 1962. This was during the time my parents
were serving at Camp Glenkirk near Washington, DC. My earliest memories, therefore, include campfires, songs in the
dining hall, and vespers. When I was 6, we moved to Florida where my father had been called to develop a camp and
conference center for Westminster Presbytery.
Cedarkirk was my home for the very formative years between ages 10-18. There I worked in the kitchen, led canoe trips,
developed leadership skills, and developed as a person of faith. All of this was framed within the camp community, which
included our home church of First Presbyterian Church in Brandon, Florida and our pastor, Rev. Paul Reiter. In this church I
was confirmed and at age 16, I was ordained as a youth elder. I served on session until I left for college.
As a student at Maryville College in Tennessee, I continued to be involved as a leader in faith communities. I spent several
summers back at Cedarkirk as a camp counselor and served one summer as a Volunteer in Mission with the Presbyterian
Church in South East Alaska. The year following graduation, I served as a VISTA Volunteer in Maryville serving as director of
a transitional community assisting persons coming out of incarceration. In the midst of this challenging work, I began to
consider and respond to a call to ministry.
Following conversations with family, friends and with Paul Reiter, I began the candidacy process under care of Westminster
Presbytery. During this same time, I began dating and within the year married my wife Karen. Together we moved to
Louisville, KY to attend seminary at LPTS.
I very much enjoyed my time at seminary. It was a privilege to spend this time focused in theological study and reflection.
My field education experiences included serving at 2nd Presbyterian Church in Louisville and working for the seminary as
Audio-Visual Coordinator. This was an exciting time to be in Louisville as the PCUSA headquarters were moving into town.
After graduation, I worked briefly as interim director of Youth Ministry at Highland Presbyterian Church. I was then called,
ordained, and installed as Director of Cedar Ridge Camp and Retreat Center just outside of Louisville. There I served 7 years
re-developing this camp and creating an inclusive summer camp program for diverse populations. During this time our two
sons were born. I struggled with the challenges of balancing a camp director’s life with family time.
Choosing my family and seeking to expand and deepen my pastoral experiences, I began searching for opportunities and
received a call to serve as Associate Pastor for Youth and Families at First Presbyterian Church in Greensboro, NC. I had a
good experience during my 4 years at 1st Greensboro serving during a time of leadership transition. I worked with 4 heads
of staff in 4 years. It was also during this time that I participated in the Princeton Youth Ministry Forums and received my
certification in Youth and Theology.
In 2002, I was called to serve as Presbyterian Campus Minister at Appalachian State University. This was a wonderful call
for me as it combined favorite elements of youth, camp and conference, and Christian Education/Faith Development
ministries. The university setting also offered the opportunity for me to teach as adjunct faculty in First Year Seminar and
Recreation Management programs. In addition, I served on the PCUSA national leadership team for Campus Ministries –
then known as PACHEM.
During my 11 years in campus ministry, I pursued and received certification as a Life Coach. My goal was to work with
students in the transition from college. I wrote a book, Unscripted: Engaging Life After College. However, I did not
successfully make a living in this work. Therefore, I found another opportunity to serve, working as Volunteer Coordinator,
Cook, Marketing and Development Coordinator at Feed All Regardless of Means Café in Boone. This was a wonderful 5
years of practical ministry.
After 17 years in Boone, Karen and I decided to move to her home town of Asheville where we plan to settle towards an
eventual retirement. Within the past year both my parents have died and we have transitioned into a new community. I
have been blessed to receive this call to serve as Director of William Black Lodge. The position draws upon a variety of skills
and experiences, which I have learned through my years in ministry, in teaching, in leadership, in non-profit work, and of
course in camp and conference work. As I said, my stories often begin – ‘I was raised at camp’. It is very good to come
home.
The thread of my life and ministry has been to express and facilitate the community of faith which I first experienced at
camp. I have found, formed, and followed this expression of community in Christ throughout my life and ministry.

Statement of Faith – Rev. Thomas Brown
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I believe that God is the common thread interwoven through all of creation. God is the thread through
which all of creation is bound. God is – as Tillich expressed – the ground of all being. God the common
thread is woven into all that has been, all that is, and all that is becoming. There are many ways that
human beings have sought to capture the idea of God. God is the breath of life, the ground of being,
the beginning and the end, the creator, the father, the mother, Lord, King of creation. Yet, no concept,
word, or phrase can fully encapsulate and express God.
AS the common thread of all creation, God’s spirit is expressed through and dwells in all of creation.
This Spirit enlivens all of creation, expressing God’s self in nature, in all creatures, and even in our own
human creativity and capacity – especially in our capacity to love beyond ourselves. The Spirit of God is
glimpsed and known just beyond our comprehension. Like our metaphors for God, we can not fully
capture who is Spirit. Yet we know it, somehow, when we are in the presence of the Spirit of God.
Whether it comes to us like flames just above our heads, a feeling in our souls, an insight in our mind, or
a still, small voice – the Spirit of God finds its way to inspire, enliven, challenge, and enlighten those who
would attend its presence.
As a Christian, I understand and believe that Jesus the Christ, God’s child was and is the fullest
expression of God/the Spirit of God in human form. So in touch was Jesus with his own humanity, he
fully expressed his full divinity. To a fearful, hurting and hopeless world, through Jesus, God revealed
and expressed love, compassion, and connection with humanity. Through his life of compassion, Jesus
brought and brings healing. Through his death and resurrection, Jesus revealed hope for fullness of life.
Through his teaching and compassion, Jesus revealed a way of life and a path to follow.
I believe that those who follow and seek to know God as revealed through Jesus, are called Christians
and are called to be the Church – the body of Christ. Through the centuries, the Church has at times
risen to this calling, and at times has failed to listen to the still small voice or even the loud obvious call
of God. In spite of its failings, the Church remains a vehicle through which God/Christ/Spirit reveals,
expresses and is acts in a world which often remains fearful, hurting and hopeless.
I believe that the Bible is a revelation of God’s presence in and with creation. The stories, wisdom,
prophecy, gospel, and letters found in the Bible reveal the ongoing story of the people of Abraham,
Moses, and Jesus. These words come alive and continue to inspire those who study, listen, and learn
from those individuals, communities, and people who have sought to live in relationship with God.
I believe that in the sacraments of baptism and communion that we are ritually reminded of our deeply
woven connection with God, God’s Spirit, and through our own humanity with Christ Jesus and with one
another. In and through the ritual of Baptism, I believe, that we are marked in the moment and
reminded in the ritual that as creatures, as human beings, we live, breath, and have our being and our
dying not by our own will, but by and through the grace of God.
The sacrament of communion, like baptism, is a mark and reminder of our connection to and through
Jesus. For Christians, this ritual meal that Jesus shared and sanctified, is the clearest mark of our
connection to and as the body of Christ. Through the elements of bread and wine, we become what we
eat – the blood and body of the fully divine, fully human expression of Godself. It is a mystery of our
faith, that in this ritual meal, we share in the death and life and eternal life of Christ.
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Janice L. Krouskop - Journey of Faith
Growing up in Pittsburgh, PA, I loved going to church. I was nurtured in faith by a large, loving extended family. Three
of us cousins became ordained ministers (2-PCUSA, 1-ELCA). My commitment to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior
deepened college freshman summer. A friend who had “found Jesus” on his campus, challenged us to study
“justification by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone” with our pastor. At summer’s end, we planned a
worship service and I preached. It was thrilling to share the gospel!
At sixteen, I met Andy and our love grew. We married while Andy was in medical school. During his residency, I
earned a master’s degree at the University of Texas School of Public Health (Houston, TX). Striving to live our faith, we
flourished in a young couples Sunday school class. Jobs led us back to Pittsburgh. For 22 years, I gladly volunteered at
Fox Chapel Presbyterian Church as circle leader, Bible teacher, Deacon, Elder, and PNC chair. Being a mother
deepened my prayer life. God has blessed us with two sons, two daughters-in-law, and four grandchildren. Our
greatest joy is seeing them mature as faithful followers of Jesus.
At age 39, I dedicated my professional life to God. Not long after, Andy and I lost jobs, income, and loved ones.
Humbled, my dependence on God grew in my endeavor to build a business as a speaker, writer and wellness
consultant. Ten years later, a better job for Andy prompted a move to Chattanooga and my business withered. One
night after speaking, with a heavy heart, I realized that while I spoke openly of God and prayer in my seminars, I could
not tell audiences the truth about Jesus. I sought wise counsel from my pastor. He referred me to Rev. Dr. Craig
Barnes, who wrote, “When God Interrupts.” Meeting with Rev. Barnes affirmed that God was calling me to
vocational ministry. I was shocked, but my husband and friends were not surprised.
My spirit rejoiced in seminary. Unfortunately, my CPM “care” process was troubled with conflict between the
Presbytery of East TN and my church, which unbeknownst to me was preparing to leave the PCUSA. Gladly, I
transferred care to Pittsburgh presbytery and completed my MDiv at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary in 2008. I was
home! After graduating, an October 2009 move back to Chattanooga, necessary for Andy’s work, grieved me again.
Back in East TN presbytery, I was persona non grata. Yet God provided. I completed a CPE residency and served as a
Chaplain at Erlanger Health System, a level one trauma center, providing pastoral care to adults and children.
Gratefully, my pastor, Rev. Dr. Dan Sansbury facilitated my ordination in April 2011.
Concurrently, my husband’s sister was diagnosed with cancer. Andy and I drove to Atlanta often. We re-introduced
Patty to church. For 9 months, we took her to Peachtree Presbyterian for Sunday worship. I answered theological
questions and gave spiritual care. When she died, our grief was raw and exhaustion deep. The good shepherd leaving
the 99 for the one lost sheep became forever etched on my heart.
The next year, my work as a parish associate ended abruptly when the pastor left the church to enter residential
alcohol rehabilitation. Discouraged in my hope to serve a congregation, in December 2012, I happily became the
Executive Director of Scenic City Women’s Network, a non-denominational marketplace ministry for women that
equips and encourages Christian working women to live their faith. With joy I wrote weekly email devotions, led
downtown lunchtime Bible studies, planned luncheons and ministered to women.
Retirement led us to Lake James. First Presbyterian Morganton drew us into its family of faith, fostering the kind of
fellowship and friendships that we longed for in Chattanooga. In 2018, Interim Pastor, Rev. Dr. Wanda Neely
graciously invited me to teach and preach, warming my heart and invigorating my spirit. I was humbled and surprised
when Rev. John Hagmann recently invited me to serve as part-time Parish Associate of Faith and Formation,
reinforcing my passion for loving God and others, nurturing, equipping, and encouraging disciples of Jesus in their
journey of faith. Sensing God’s call, I accepted with thanksgiving and joined the staff on October 1, 2019. With God’s
help and through the power of the Holy Spirit, I am eager to participate in God’s ministry in Morganton and beyond.
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STATEMENT of FAITH
Janice L. Krouskop
I believe in the Triune God, as revealed in the Scripture as the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
The three-in-one is the very nature of God. The Godhead works on our behalf as creator, redeemer and
sustainer. Worship is a reverential response to being loved by the Father, redeemed by the Son, and
guided, encouraged and comforted by the Holy Spirit.
I believe in the Scriptures. The Bible, written by humans, inspired and illumined by the Holy Spirit, is the
the authoritative written testimony of God’s great love for God’s people, and witness to Jesus Christ,
who is the Word of God.
I believe God created everything in the heavens and on the earth. After creating the world in sovereign
love, God called it good. In God’s own image, God created us female and male. Therefore, creation and
creature are to be honored and cared for with justice and love. I believe God desires a relationship with
humankind. This relationship was broken by sin. All humans sin and fall short of the glory of God.
I believe in God’s redeeming grace to restore the relationship between God and His creation. Human
efforts cannot save sinners. God sent his Son into the world not to condemn the world but to save the
world through Him.
I believe in Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior. Being fully God yet fully human, Christ’s two natures were
perfectly joined in one person incarnate. He was without sin. Jesus proclaimed God’s eternal kingdom,
suffered for our transgressions, was crucified, died, was buried and resurrected according to God’s
providential plan. He took the judgment of all human sin upon himself, showing the depth of God’s love.
Jesus Christ overcame sin and death to raise believers to new life, restoring a right relationship with God.
After death, Jesus ascended into Heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father where he intercedes on
our behalf.
I believe that belief in the Triune God runs through the confessional tradition of the Presbyterian Church
USA. PCUSA reformed theology includes belief in the sovereignty of God, the authority of the scriptures,
justification by grace through faith and the priesthood of all believers. This is confirmed by our historic
Confessions included in the Book of Order.
God’s kingdom is for eternity yet begins on earth. The Church bears witness to Christ as Lord and Savior,
proclaiming the gospel in Word and deed, and joins God’s reconciling purposes in the world. The church
administers two sacraments: Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, as visible signs of God’s invisible grace.
In the waters of baptism, Christ claims his believers as his own, uniting them with him in his death and
resurrection by the Holy Spirit, and giving them the promise of new life. The Lord’s Supper remembers
Christ’s sacrificial death. The broken bread and poured out wine are a communion meal with the risen
Christ and all believers.
I believe Jesus will someday return in glory. With this coming, believers of every nation will join the
angels and saints from all ages in confessing Jesus Christ as Lord to the glory of God the Father. God’s
kingdom will be renewed completing God’s eternal plan where justice, peace and joy prevail and evil is
no more. What a day that will be!
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