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GENERAL COUNCIL
Lauren Vanacore, Chair
July 28, 2020
The General Council of the Presbytery make the following recommendations:
CA

1. THAT the Presbytery elect Ruling Elder TBA as Moderator of the Presbytery
for 2022, serving as Vice-Moderator in 2021.

CA

2. THAT the Presbytery ratify that the General Council may meet by electronic means if
all members have reasonable notice of the electronic meeting and the ability to discuss,
deliberate, and discern the will of God and vote on business items. That the quorum for
such a meeting is eight (8) members including the moderator.
3.

THAT the General Council proposes that the Presbytery of Western North Carolina
shall covenant to become a “Matthew 25 Presbytery.” (General Council Attachment
1)

FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
4. Upon recommendation of the Committee on Ministry and acting pursuant to standing
rules IV. C. that authorizes General Council to act on behalf of Presbytery concerning
urgent matters between meetings of Presbytery, the General Council voted
unanimously to enroll Lance Perry as a Temporary Member of Presbytery, under the
provisions of the Book of Order (cf. G-2.0506). This enrollment has made it possible for
him to serve as moderator of the Sessions of Fairview and United Presbyterian
Churches where he serves as Transitional Pastor. (See COM Attachment 2 for Bio
Credo and Statement of Faith).
5. THAT the General Council acting pursuant to the Standing Rules of the Presbytery of
WNC (Section IV. C.) that authorizes General Council to act on urgent matters of
behalf of the Presbytery between meeting of Presbytery by a two-thirds vote, approved
the request from the First Presbyterian Church, Lincolnton, North Carolina to
conclude its ministry and dissolve the congregation.
The following is a complete record of that action, including the appointment of
members to an Administrative Commission to oversee all matters related to the
conclusion of the ministry and dissolution of the congregation.
THAT the Presbytery of Western North Carolina,
 Approve the dissolution of the First Presbyterian Church of Lincolnton, NC at
its request;
 Plan with and join the congregation on a date to be determined for its closing
service, celebrating 205 years of faithful ministry in Lincolnton and throughout
the Presbytery of Western North Carolina;
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And appoint these persons to an Administrative Commission (G-3.0109 b.) for
First Presbyterian Church Lincolnton, NC:
Jim Ross, RE, Lincolnton, First
Kathy Robinson, RE/COS, Lincolnton, First
Kathryn Cameron, TE, Lincolnton, First
Jan Duncan, RE, Lincolnton, First
Russ Reighley, CRE/CP, Sherrill’s Ford
Morris Sample, RE, Unity Presbyterian Church
Charles Davenport, TE, honorably retired
Nina Green, RE, Dallas, First
Cam Murchison, TE, Stated Clerk, ex-officio

*with the following responsibilities, power and authority:
A.
To work pastorally with the members of Lincolnton, First, supporting them
in their closing worship, their transition to other congregations and giving
thanks for the ministry of the First Presbyterian Church of Lincolnton. (G3.0301 c.)
B.
To hold members on the roll of Presbytery and transfer their membership to
congregations of their choosing. (G.3.0301 c.)
C.
To exercise original jurisdiction over the affairs of the church, administering
the funds of the church’s accounts and making payments on behalf of the
church. (G-3.0303 e.)
D.
To determine or approve the disposition of all personal property.
E.
Real property in the name of First Presbyterian Church, whether the
corporate entity or unincorporated entity, is property that is held in trust for
the Presbyterian Church and/or the Presbytery of Western North Carolina,
as such, the real estate is hereby transferred to the Presbytery of Western
North Carolina to be administered by the Administrative Commission with
authority to either lease or sell the real estate (G-4.0203 & G-4.0205)
F.
To assist with any claim for insurance proceeds related to a sewage backup
on or about June 10, 2019. Nothing in this action should establish any
liability on behalf of the Presbytery of Western North Carolina for any
charges that First Presbyterian Church of Lincolnton incurred as a result of
the sewage backup, but the Administrative Commission is authorized to
assist with prosecuting any claim to attempt to recover money for the debts
incurred by the First Presbyterian Church of Lincolnton and for the
payment of the valid debts.
G.
To otherwise act in compliance with this action and the Constitution of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).
6. THAT the General Council reports approval of the following Regional and
International Nickel-A-Meal Grants:

Agency
BeLoved COVID-19
Response
Blessing Box

REGIONAL GRANTS
Location
Sponsor Church
Asheville, NC
Black Mountain
Sherrill’s Ford

Sherrill’s Ford

Amount Granted
$5,000.00
$5,000.00
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Pay It Forward Food
Pantry
Mountain Projects

Nkhoma Hospital

Lenoir

Fairview and United

$7,000.00

Waynesville

Waynesville, First
Regional Total

$5,000.00
$22,000.00

INTERNATIONAL GRANTS
Malawi
PWNC

$12,000.00

7. THAT upon the recommendation of the Christian Education Committee, the General
Council approved Vivian Hare being named as a POINT Representative for the
Presbytery of Western North Carolina.
8. THAT the following grants were awarded from the PC(USA) PDA in response to relief
efforts in areas affected by the COVID-19 pandemic:
BeLoved COVID-19 Response
$7,500.00
Northminster in Partnership with
$7,500.00
Underground Table NC
9. THAT the Presbytery received funding from the PPP Cares Act from the Federal
Government.
10. THAT the General Council reviewed the “Passport to Partnership” document which
included Sur Occidente and Suchitepéquez Presbyteries in Guatemala to be shared with
the Presbytery.
11. THAT the General Council voted to acknowledge that the $50,000 outstanding loan to
Westminster Presbyterian Church has been satisfied.
12. THAT the General Council approved extending the lease agreement of Camp Woodson
(Camp Little Pisgah) for another year, June 1, 2020 to May 31, 2021.
13. THAT the General Council approved the following grants from the Special Fund for
Unfunded Physical Plant Needs of Small Churches, with no expectation to receive any
return to the Special Fund:
Green Mountain Presbyterian Church
$ 3,550.00
(needed roof repairs)
Dulatown Presbyterian Church
$10,000.00
(gutter, mold, mildew and exterior Repairs)
14. THAT the General Council granted permission to the Fletcher Presbyterian Church,
Newland, NC, to sell Lot#D174 at 102 Greenbriar Road, Beech Mountain, NC.
15. THAT the General Council granted permission to the Tryon Presbyterian Church,
Tryon, NC, to sell that real property identified as an 8 acre, more or less, lot located in
and adjacent to Many Levels Subdivision and Hunting Country Road for the appraised
value.
16. THAT the General Council approved the guarantee of a loan in the amount $65,000 for
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Unity Presbyterian Church, Denver, NC, from Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
Investment and Loan Program.
17. THAT the General Council, acting pursuant to the Standing Rules of the Presbytery of
WNC (Section IV. C.) that authorizes General Council to act on urgent matters on
behalf of the Presbytery between meeting of Presbytery by a two-thirds vote, approved
the request from the Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church, Asheville, North Carolina
to refinance their HVAC loan, which would involve their building and property being
used as collateral.
18. THAT the General Council approved the disbandment of the Building HOPE Finance
Committee and that the responsibility of said committee will now be handled by the
Building HOPE Leadership Committee.
19. THAT correspondence from the Task Force on Returning to Face-to-Face Gatherings
in PWNC dated May 21, 2020 and July 6, 2020 be placed in the permanent record of
the Presbytery of WNC. (General Council Attachment 2)
20. THAT the General Council will welcome invitations from churches or institutions
willing to host Presbytery meetings in 2021 and 2022.
21. THAT the General Council granted permission to the Kenilworth Presbyterian
Church to sell a tract of land consisting of approximately .13 acres adjacent to the
manse previously approved for sale.
22. THAT the following dates have been set for 2020, 2021 and 2022 Presbytery meetings:
2020
Tuesday, July 28, 2020 – Virtual - ZOOM
Saturday, October 24, 2020 – Waldensian Presbyterian Church
2021
Saturday, January 30, 2021 – Unity Presbyterian Church
Tuesday, April 27, 2021 – Montreat Conference Center (Co-Host, Montreat Pres. Church)
Saturday, July 31, 2021 – Seeking Host Location
Tuesday, October 26, 2021 – Seeking Host Location
2022
Saturday, January 29, 2022 – Seeking Host Location
Tuesday, April 26, 2022 – Montreat Conference Center (Co-Host, Montreat Presbyterian Church)
Saturday, July 30, 2022 – Seeking Host Location
Tuesday, October 25, 2022 – Seeking Host Location
23. THAT the following dates have been set for youth events in 2020 and 2021:
September 27, 2020
Presbytery Wide Youth Event
Watch for Details
November 6-8, 2020
Middle School Retreat
Camp Grier
March 5-6, 2021
High School Mission Retreat
Brevard-Davidson River
April 24, 2021
Adventure Day
Camp Grier
24. THAT a list of upcoming events of the Presbytery can be found on the back of the
Presbytery Docket.
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MATTHEW 25 INITIATIVE
At the January 2020 meeting of the Presbytery, we distributed
information about the Presbyterian Mission Agency’s Matthew 25
Initiative. We encouraged congregations to take the pledge to one
or more of the following focus areas:
 Building congregational vitality by challenging people and
congregations to deepen their faith and get actively and joyfully
engaged with their community and the world;
 Dismantling structural racism by advocating and acting to
break down the systems, practices and thinking that underlie
discrimination, bias, prejudice and oppression of people of color;
 Eradicating systemic poverty by working to change laws,
policies, plans and structures in our society that perpetuate
economic exploitation of people who are poor.
Furthermore, at the same meeting of the Presbytery we presented information about becoming a
Matthew 25 Presbytery. We were to vote on the matter at our April 2020 meeting. But as you know,
that meeting in April was canceled due to the pandemic. Today, at our July 28 th meeting, we will vote
on the proposition of becoming a Matthew 25 Presbytery.
The Council has recommended pledging this body to the initiative and directing our common ministry
towards building congregational vitality, dismantling structural racism, and eradicating systemic
poverty. We believe these three focus areas align with our present ministry and our mission statement:
SEE, we are the Body of Christ:
Strengthening congregations,
Equipping disciples, and
Engaging in mission.
The Council is prepared affirm our commitment to be a Matthew 25 presbytery by vow and action.
If this body chooses to become a Matthew 25 Presbytery, we foresee upholding the pledge in the
following manner.
 Building congregational vitality will be addressed through the various committees of our
present Congregational Development Division and Leadership Division: Evangelism Committee,
Smaller Membership Churches Committee, and Congregational Formation and Transformation
Committee, and Christian Education Committee. Presently structured to fulfill the “Strengthening
congregations” and “Equipping disciples” portions of this presbytery’s mission statement, these
committees are positioned to assist our congregations as they develop the following seven marks of
congregational vitality as enumerated by the PC(USA)’s Theology, Formation and Evangelism
Office:
1. Congregations that seek to form lifelong discipleships of Jesus Christ;
2. Congregations that engage in intentional, authentic evangelism;
3. Congregations that exhibit an outward and incarnational orientation towards their
communities rather than focusing on institutional survival;
4. Congregations that empower their members to serve as leaders rather than relying on paid
and pastoral leadership by default;
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5. Congregations whose worship is Spirit-inspired rather than relying on stale ritual or
consumer-based entertainment;
6. Congregations that seek and nurture caring relationships;
7. Congregations that seek ecclesial health rather than unhealthy dysfunction or propping up
obsolete and irrelevant buildings.
 Dismantling structural racism will be addressed by the presbytery’s Peace and Justice
Committee who is eager to engage in this ministry, and is already doing so. That committee hopes
to encourage our congregations to break down the systems, practices and thinking that underlie
discrimination, bias, prejudice and oppression of people of color through advocacy and action;
 Eradicating systemic poverty will be addressed by the presbytery’s Mission Committee and
Hunger Committee, among others, as we address systems that perpetuate economic exploitation of
people who are poor.
Please prayerfully consider this opportunity to galvanize and focus our corporate witness to the glory
of our Lord, Jesus Christ.
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May 21, 2020

A Letter to the Churches of the Presbytery of Western North Carolina
From: The Task Force on Returning to Face to Face Gatherings in PWNC
Blake Daniel, MWS, First-Sylva (Jackson County)
Dot Descieux, RE, Kenilworth; member of General Council (Buncombe County)
Dick Larson, RE, Banner Elk; Moderator of Presbytery of WNC (Avery County)
Whit Malone, MWS, First-Hickory; Vice-Chair of COM (Catawba County)
Marcia Mount Shoop, MWS, Grace-Covenant (Buncombe County)
Lauren Vanacore, MWS, First-Gastonia; Chair of General Council (Gaston County)
Cam Murchison, Stated Clerk and Acting General Presbyter
Billy Robinson, Associate Presbyter
Greetings in the name of the Triune God, our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer.
At the General Council meeting on May 13, 2020, the Council created a Task Force to provide guidance and
make recommendations to the Presbytery regarding the prospect of returning to face to face gatherings in
churches. The Task Force continues to believe that the fundamental concern of God for the well-being of what
God has made is the right framework in which to consider the matter of returning to face-to-face activities in
our churches.
The Task Force is made up of members representing various counties within the bounds of the Presbytery.
Thus, we understand that what is happening in one county regarding Covid-19 cases and testing may not be
happening in other counties. Our central concern, however, is to be mindful of the Body as a whole, to protect
the vulnerable and to encourage the safest practices for our various communities.
In the last two months, the Presbytery leadership and members of the Task Force have observed incredible
unity, creativity and innovation as congregations have sought to stay connected through worship, fellowship,
care and mission. God has done a new thing among us as we have learned to worship and serve with depth
and integrity through various means. The Task Force commends each congregation and its leadership for
stretching beyond what some may have thought was possible. Again, we have learned that with God all things
are possible!
Last Saturday, a federal district court ruled that the state of North Carolina could not prohibit houses of worship
from gathering together provided they followed “recommendations for social distancing measures and for
reducing transmission to the extent that it is practical.” The Task Force believes that just because we may
gather, does not mean that we should. Consider the Apostle Paul’s counsel to the church in Corinth,
“All things are lawful, but not all things are beneficial. All things are lawful, but not all things build up”
(I Corinthians 10:23).
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As North Carolina prepares to enter Phase two (May 24 or May 31 through June 22 or July 12), gatherings in
houses of worship are now possible, but the Task Force questions how realistic this is. The overriding advice
from public health officials is that vulnerable populations of people should still focus on staying home to stay
safe. Each congregation must ask for itself: if only some can gather, but not all, is this inclusive of our
membership? Moreover, will gathering face-to-face give implicit encouragement to vulnerable populations to
participate and thus place themselves at increased risk? Therefore, out of an abundance of caution, the
Task Force does not encourage face-to-face gatherings inside at this time. While a harsh reality to
grapple with, safely gathering indoors and in-person may not be possible until a vaccine is discovered. The
Task Force grieves this reality and knows that congregations are struggling both physically and emotionally
with how to keep Covid-19 safety practices going for the indefinite future.
Congregations that are finding ways to gather (both formally and informally) in outdoor settings are
encouraged to attend carefully to several issues. They should know what local sound ordinances may
allow or prohibit. They are also encouraged to consider how members will: remain socially distant; practice
appropriate greetings upon arriving and departing; experience music without group singing; and be provided
with restroom access that includes frequent sanitation. If congregations choose to gather outdoors, please
think through and make plans for these and a myriad of other details.
Two specific details the Task Force has addressed are Vacation Bible School and the Presbytery meeting
slated for Tuesday, July 28. First, Vacation Bible School and other gatherings where children and youth
come together should be reevaluated and/or reconsidered. Virtual formats where children might gather for
an abbreviated VBS is recommended to protect children and older adults who are often prominent among the
faithful VBS volunteers. Efforts will be made to identify such resources developed in some of our churches and
suggest ways they may be shared.
Second, the Presbytery meeting scheduled for July 28 is expected to transition to a virtual format.
Please stay tuned as details about this meeting are developed. General Council is currently considering the
best way for us to worship together in such a format and the best ways to bring all critical business before the
body.
We give thanks that God is not contained in sanctuaries made of human hands but rather dwells in the hearts
of those who love, worship and serve God and in the world into which God calls them. In these unprecedented
days we have the privilege to show the world that we have not stopped being the church. Instead, we have
learned to transition our mission and ministry into new ways of being church. Thus, we are still doing the work
of Jesus Christ to bring people together, to meet human need and to enjoy and glorify God.
The Task Force meeting began and ended with fervent prayers for the people and churches of the Presbytery
of Western North Carolina, joining with the faithful prayers it believes you are making for one another and the
world God so loves.
Grace and Peace,
Blake Daniel, Dot Descieux, Dick Larson, Whit Malone, Marcia Mount Shoop, Lauren Vanacore, Cam
Murchison and Billy Robinson
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The Presbytery of Western North Carolina
114 Silver Creek Road, Morganton, NC 28655

Phone: (828)438-4217

Fax: (828)437-8655

July 6, 2020

A Letter to the Churches of the Presbytery of Western North Carolina
From The Task Force on Returning to Face-to-Face Gatherings in PWNC
Blake Daniel, MWS, First-Sylva (Jackson County)
Dot Descieux, RE, Kenilworth; member of General Council (Buncombe County)
Dick Larson, RE, Banner Elk; Moderator of Presbytery of WNC (Avery County)
Whit Malone, MWS, First-Hickory; Vice-Chair of COM (Catawba County)
Marcia Mount Shoop, MWS, Grace-Covenant (Buncombe County)
Lauren Vanacore, MWS, First-Gastonia; Chair of General Council (Gaston County)
Cam Murchison, Stated Clerk and Acting General Presbyter
Billy Robinson, Associate Presbyter
Greetings in the name of the Triune God, our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer.
Having been created by General Council to provide guidance and make recommendations to the
Presbytery regarding the prospect of returning to face-to-face gatherings in churches, we last
communicated with you in a letter on May 21st. In the meantime, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
has provided a helpful resource regarding Returning to Public Worship.
At the time of our previous letter, our recommendations were premised on the conviction that the wellbeing of what God has made is the right beginning place in considering returning to face-to-face
activities in our churches. Those recommendations were also oriented around the fact that North
Carolina was just entering a prolonged Phase 2 in its response to the health crisis posed by COVID19. Both things continue to be the case: our basic concern is the health and well-being of our
communities (church and beyond) and we are still in Phase 2 until at least July 17.
The Task Force recognizes that all of our churches are not impacted in the same way by COVID-19.
Some counties within PWNC have relatively few confirmed cases, while others have significant rates
of infection. We are also aware that nationwide the picture of where infections occur has recently
changed suddenly and dramatically. Therefore, our central concern continues to be mindful of the
Body as a whole, protecting the vulnerable and encouraging the safest practices for our various
communities.
We know that our sessions are confronted with a profound task of discernment as they do the costbenefit analysis for their congregations. You have to balance the need people have to be with each
other and the worry about the erosions of steady habits and rhythms of worship, fellowship, and
service—against the ruinous presence of a pernicious pathogen that clearly has not subsided. You
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have to assess what resources and energy are present in your particular household of faith to meet
simultaneously the needs of those who yearn to be together—and of those who know they cannot
return to face-to-face gatherings until a vaccine has been made available and effective therapies
have been developed. You have to estimate whether an invitation to regather will not only be joyfully
received by some—but might also encourage others for whom gathering would be unwise to put
themselves at risk. You are making your discernment in varying ways as you assess the
circumstances of your churches and communities, and you continue in our prayers as you do so.
Our task is to provide the best guidance and recommendations we can muster for the presbytery as a
whole. In this respect our advice remains largely unchanged from our previous communication. Out
of an abundance of caution, the Task Force does not encourage face-to-face gatherings inside
at this time. We are sure that any congregations who do gather inside will seek to practice the
guidance offered by both church and health leaders about limiting numbers, social distancing,
wearing masks, avoiding congregational singing, and sanitizing surfaces. But we wonder whether
these necessary cautions may make the experience less vital than the alternative means of providing
for the worship life of a congregation which we have lately been learning.
Similarly, our recommendations about outdoor gatherings and Vacation Bible School are the same as
before.
Congregations that are finding ways to gather (both formally and informally) in outdoor
settings are encouraged to attend carefully to several issues. They should know what local
sound ordinances may allow or prohibit. They are also encouraged to consider how members will
remain socially distant, practice appropriate greetings upon arriving and departing, experience music
without group singing and be provided with restroom access that includes frequent sanitation. If
congregations choose to gather outdoors, please think through and make plans for these and a
myriad of other details.
Vacation Bible School and other gatherings where children and youth come together should
be reevaluated and/or reconsidered. Virtual formats where children might gather for an
abbreviated VBS are recommended to protect children and older adults who are often prominent
among the faithful VBS volunteers. If you need help in identifying available alternatives for your
congregation, please be in touch with the presbytery office. It can refer you to programs that other
congregations of presbytery have discovered.
The creativity and innovation we observed among our congregations two months into the pandemic
has continued. But we also recognize the strain that many have felt at having to “produce” worship in
new formats that tax the experience and available time of leaders. The presbytery office is already
seeking to identify resources that may give pastors and other worship leaders some respite from the
week in and week out challenge of generating worship in new ways—especially as we come into a
season that traditionally has offered these leaders a break from the routine. We urge you to
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communicate to presbytery staff about needs for new kinds of “pulpit supply” in these uncharted
waters.
As we predicted in our previous communication, the Presbytery meeting scheduled for July 28 will
definitely happen as a Zoom meeting. More details will be forthcoming later this week but be
assured that it is possible to participate in the meeting with as simple a device as a traditional
telephone. It will be important for every session to have the appropriate commissioners
participate in the meeting because the General Presbytery Nominating Committee will be
presenting a nominee to become our next General Presbyter. In addition, the preacher for the
meeting with be the Rev. Diane Moffett, executive director of the Presbyterian Mission Agency in
Louisville, KY.
We continue to give thanks that God is not contained in sanctuaries made of human hands but rather
dwells in the hearts of those who love, worship and serve God and in the world into which God calls
them. As sessions make their discernment about regathering, let us resolve to show the world that
we have not stopped being the church. Instead, let us continue to learn how mission and ministry can
be expressed in new ways of being church. Let us continue to do the work of Jesus’ disciples by
bringing people together, meeting human need and enjoying and glorifying God.
Grace and Peace,
Blake Daniel, Dot Descieux, Dick Larson, Whit Malone, Marcia Mount Shoop, Lauren Vanacore, Cam
Murchison and Billy Robinson

