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MISSION DIVISION 

YAVs 
Three Young Adult Volunteers (YAVs) from our presbytery began a year of service that was cut 
short due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Please join us in expressing our gratitude for their 
commitment to Christ’s Church and service to neighbors near and far. They are: Clara Hare-
Grogg from Montreat Presbyterian Church, who served in the Philippines; Matt Begley from 
Black Mountain Presbyterian Church, who served in Glasgow, Scotland; and Emma Maney from 
Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church, who served in Tucson, AZ.   

Special Offerings 
The Mission Division recognizes that the pandemic has complicated all aspects of our ministry 
together. As the stay-at-home orders were being issued, many congregations were scrambling 
to figure out how to continue worship during Lent and Easter and the collection of the One 
Great Hour of Sharing Offering was not high on their priority list. However, please know that 
this special offering, as well as the others listed below, may be collected out of their usually 
designated season as long as the funds are received by the presbytery office before the end of 
the calendar year.  

The One Great Hour of Sharing is particularly needed as a portion of that offering is designated 
to fund hunger ministries and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. Even as at the offering was 
being promoted and collected, the PDA was distributing funds to agencies responding to the 
pandemic -including two within the bounds of our presbytery (more on that below).  

As you continue to worship, minister to, and care for, your communities, please consider and 
make plans to participate in the PC(USA)’s special offerings. A brief outline of these four 
offerings follows, and you may always contact Billy Robinson in the presbytery office for more 
information or follow this link:  https://specialofferings.pcusa.org 

 One Great Hour of Sharing: The three programs supported by One Great Hour of Sharing -
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-Development
of People - all work in different ways to serve individuals and communities in need. From
initial disaster response to ongoing community development, their work fits together to
provide people with safety, sustenance, and hope.

Typically received during the season of Lent, each gift to One Great Hour of Sharing 
supports efforts to relieve hunger through the Presbyterian Hunger Program, promote 
development through the Presbyterian Committee on the Self-Development of People, and 
assist in areas of disaster through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. 

Although this offering was taken during the Easter season, many congregations did not take 
the offering due to COVID-19 “stay at home” directives. Please feel free to collect this 
offering any time between now and the end of the presbytery’s fiscal year.  Dec. 18, 2020 
will be the last day these offerings can be submitted to the office. 
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 Pentecost Offering:  Psalm 71 testifies that a foundation of faith established during
childhood helps ensure lifelong faith and service. The patterns and lessons established
during these formative years continue to bear fruit throughout a person's life. By receiving
the Pentecost Offering, you are nurturing the faith of those who are the church to come —
children, youth, and young adults.

A gift to the Pentecost Offering helps the church encourage, develop, and support its young 
people, and also address the needs of at-risk children. 40% of the Pentecost offering can be 
retained by individual congregations wanting to make an impact in the lives of young people 
within their own community. The remaining 60% is used to support children-at-risk, youth, 
and young adults through ministries of the Presbyterian Mission Agency. 

This offering, as the name suggests, is taken during the season of Pentecost, though you 
may contribute beyond that time frame -just be sure to indicate which special offering your 
gift is to support. Dec. 18, 2020 will be the last day these offerings can be submitted to the 
office. 

 Peace and Global Witness Offering: Through the Peace & Global Witness Offering,
congregations are encouraged and equipped to find and address the anxiety and discord
that is prevalent throughout this broken and sinful world.

A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the church to promote the Peace of 
Christ by addressing systems of conflict and injustice across the world. Individual 
congregations are encouraged to utilize up to 25% of this Offering to connect with the 
global witness of Christ's peace. Mid councils retain an additional 25% for ministries of 
peace and reconciliation. The remaining 50% is used by the Presbyterian Mission Agency to 
advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, through 
collaborative projects of education and Christian witness. 

September 6 through October 4, 2020 (though you may contribute beyond that time frame, 
just be sure to indicate which special offering your gift is to support). Dec. 18, 2020 will be 
the last day these offerings can be submitted to the office. 

 Christmas Joy Gift Offering:  God has blessed the Church with incredible leadership in every
time and place, but those leaders often need to be supported by their communities as well.
This Offering addresses the support needed by some of our leaders, including supporting
leadership development for communities of color, and providing support for Presbyterian
church workers in their time of need.

The Christmas Joy Offering has been a cherished Presbyterian tradition since the 1930s. The 
Offering distributes gifts equally to the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions and to 
Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping communities of color. The Assistance 
Program provides critical financial support to church workers and their families. 
Presbyterian-related schools and colleges provide education and leadership development 
while nurturing racial and ethnic heritage. This has been a Presbyterian commitment for 
nearly 140 years. 

November 29 through December 20 (though you may contribute beyond that time frame as 
long it reaches the presbytery office before the end of its fiscal year; make sure to indicate 
which special offering your gift is to support). Dec. 31 
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PDA Grants Awarded: 
Two organizations within the bounds of our presbytery received Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance Grants: Underground Table NC, a ministry in partnership with Northminster PC in 
Hickory; and BeLoved Asheville’s COVID-19 Rapid Response ministry.  

The Underground Table NC began as an effort to feed out-of-work service industry employees. 
The program quickly grew to include essential workers, first responders, and the vulnerable of 
the Hickory area. Food preparation and distribution began in late March and by mid-April 1,174 
meals had been prepared and distributed. To meet the growing needs of the community, the 
Presbyterian Disaster Grant will help defray the cost of purchasing a freezer and food. 

The BeLoved Asheville ministry quickly responded to the threat and presence COVID-19 to their 
community of Asheville’s housing insecure, elderly, African American, and Latinix by providing 
virus prevention and survival information, educating the community, and advocating for public 
policies to mitigate risk and aiding communities most impacted by COVID-19. BeLoved Asheville 
was particularly well-versed at rapid response and has been working for years at the 
intersection of public health and poverty throughout Buncombe County. The ministry organized 
one of the first medic teams in the nation to serve the homeless and formerly homeless. Their 
particular Rapid Response focused on food security, healthcare resources for at-risk and 
frontline low wage workers, providing life-saving information to communities that have barriers 
to print and online media, and support with shelter, safety, physical distancing, and survival 
resources for the homeless.  

Hunger Committee: 
The Hunger Committee encourages you to continue your collection of the Five-Cents-A-Meal 
offering. Many of our regional food ministries have experienced a significant increase in the 
number of neighbors in need of assistance. As a committee, we are anticipating a greater 
demand for funding than usual to meet these needs during our Fall grant cycle. If you don’t 
already take up this offering, please consider doing so. You may contact Billy Robinson at the 
presbytery office for more details and information.  

The Hunger Committee awarded the following grants in the Spring; most requests were 
submitted before COVID-19 stay-at-home orders were issued. 

BeLoved Community’s COVID-19 response ministry:  $5,000 
Sherrill’s Ford Presbyterian Church’s Blessing Box ministry: $5,000

$7,000 
$5,000 

Pay It Forward Food Pantry of Lenoir: 
Mountain Projects of Waynesville: 
Nkhoma Hospital, Nkhoma, Malawi $12,000 
 

In other Hunger Ministry news, the BeLoved community of Asheville was the front-page feature 
of the Spring 2020 edition of the Presbyterian Hunger Program’s National Hunger Concerns 
newsletter, “PHP Post”.  

Mission Committee: 
On March 16, 2020, just a few days after the State of North Carolina gave the mandate to stay 
at home due to the Covid-19 virus, the Mission Committee of the PWNC met via Zoom 
teleconference.  The committee consists of five pastors and four elders.  We are grateful for the 
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diversity of our committee and the beautiful commitment we have to our local communities 
and the larger world! 
 
As we’ve traversed through our visioning work in 2019, the “mission” of our committee is 
becoming clearer and a more purposeful direction is taking shape.  Organizing our work to the 
present constraints of our budget, we presently see our role as one of engaging and 
encouraging the congregations of our presbytery in their mission work. As we encourage our 
congregations to serve their local communities, we will inform them of opportunities for 
funding from Presbytery and PC(USA) related grants.   
 
We began visiting churches in our various assigned clusters in 2019 and hoped to continue this 
good work in 2020.  Unfortunately, our face to face meetings have come to a temporary halt 
with our current Stay at Home order. 
 

 Matthew 25 Presbytery:  
In addition, as the Presbytery considers becoming a Matthew 25 Presbytery, the Mission 
Committee is prepared to champion our collective efforts to address systemic poverty. We are 
prepared to work to incorporate different elements of poverty alleviation into your communal 
life. 
 

 Mission Co-Worker (International Missionaries): 
Another role of our committee is to facilitate the itineration of visiting Mission Co-Workers.  We 
are gathering a list of Co-Workers supported by churches in our Presbytery and work as teams 
to communicate our interest in engaging with them as they travel to Western North Carolina.  
Right now, Co-Workers tend to visit their supporting churches.  We would like to help the Co-
Workers get to know other congregations who may have interest in their work in our world. If 
your congregation would like more information about sponsoring a Mission Co-Worker, please 
contact Billy Robinson at the presbytery office and someone from the Mission Committee will 
be in contact. 
 
Presently, we are aware of the following Co-Workers supported by various congregations of our 
presbytery. If you know of any additions or corrections to this list, please let the Mission 
Committee know by contacting Billy Robinson at the presbytery office. 

Frank and Nancy Dimmock* - PC(USA) Mission Agency 
Mark Hare - Haiti 
John McCall* - Taipei, Taiwan 
James and Jodi McGill - Malawi 
Bill and Ann Moore - Japan 
Les and Cynthia Morgan - Bangladesh 

Nkhoma Hospital - Malawi 
Larry and Inge Sthreshley - Congo 
Douglas Tilton - Cape Town, South Africa 
Daniel and Elizabeth Turk - Madagascar, Africa 
Gary and Marlene Van Brocklin* 
Jim and Sarah Hornsby - Young Life: Nicaragua 
Don and Charlene Woods - Hong Kong and Mongolia  
Rebecca Young* -Indonesia 
Jo Ella Holman – Caribbean 
Karla Koll – Costa Rica 
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Elmarie & Scott Parker – Lebanon 
Brian & Sandi Thompson-Royer – Guatemala 
 Victor and Sara Makari in Palestine 
 Cathy Chang and Juan Lopez -SE Asia  

 

 Disaster Assistance: 
Disaster Assistance trips fall under the guidance of the PWNC Mission Committee.  Two trips for 
2020 have been cancelled for the Spring…it is our hope that the Fall will bring opportunities for 
a couple of disaster assistance trips to Eastern North Carolina. Please be on the lookout for 
information as this is an ever-changing and fluctuating process.  
 

 Presbytery’s Shower Trailer:  
Did you know, or did you remember, that the Presbytery of Western North Carolina built a 
“shower trailer” to be utilized at disaster recovery sites? The trailer was commissioned in 2008 
and has spent most of its days since then serving a recovery site in Charleston, SC. It is now 
time for the shower trailer to be spruced-up and put into service elsewhere. The Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance ministry has contacted the presbytery and would like to use it at other sites, 
as soon as COVID-19 restrictions are eased. If you are interested in helping out with moving 
and/or updating the shower trailer, please contact Billy Robinson at the presbytery office. 
 

 Ongoing Mission Division Communication: 
It is the hope of the Mission Committee to improve communications regarding mission 
engagement within our Presbytery. We have discussed for months the limitations of the 
presbytery’s website and have flirted with creating our own website to facilitate the 
dissemination of mission relevant information. In the meantime, please be on the lookout for 
our quarterly newsletter distributed through the presbytery’s Constant Contact email account.  
If your congregation is interested in sharing something on a missional note, please contact Billy 
Robinson by email with the subject line of “mission newsletter.”  We would love to hear what 
you are doing in your community! Also, if you haven’t already done so, please be sure to 
subscribe to the presbytery office’s “Constant Contact” emailed newsletters. 
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Peace & Justice Committee 
The Peace and Justice Committee of the Presbytery continues to focus its efforts in three areas: 
Anti-Racism Initiatives, Criminal Justice ministries, and promoting Environmental Stewardship 
and Earth Care Congregations. Furthermore, as the Presbytery considers becoming a Matthew 
25 Presbytery, the Peace & Justice Committee is prepared to champion our collective efforts 
to dismantle structural racism. 
 

 Anti-Racism Initiatives: 
The Peace and Justice Committee of the Presbytery of Western NC hopes to be a support and 
encouragement to our congregations in this impactful time in the history of our country and in 
the midst of tremendous turmoil in our communities due to the evil of systemic racism. As 
followers of Jesus, we cannot remain silent. We cannot remain inactive.  The work of antiracism 
is holy work that we must address.   
 
Our committee continues to compile resources to share with you and the Presbytery for this 
work. Included in these resources is a 21-day racial equity habit building exercise. Some 
congregations within our Presbytery have made use of this resource, which offers a diversity of 
materials such as articles, books, podcasts, videos, movies, social media accounts and more that 
raise up voices of our black and brown siblings and other siblings of color who need to be 
amplified. These resources are there to assist in our necessary work of learning how to be 
actively antiracist and unlearning racism. We are adding to these resources regularly.  They can 
be accessed by clicking here.  
 
This is hard work, and it must be done.  It may be that pastors wish to do their own work with 
colleagues before bringing the call to work to their congregations. We hope to encourage you 
to reach out to other pastors and colleagues in your geographic Presbytery cluster. You may 
choose to schedule a regular phone call or check in, or begin an email conversation. It may be 
that you have a support network outside of the Presbytery where this work can be shared and 
engaged in together.  
 
Pastors, we are tired. Both the coronavirus pandemic and the pandemic of racism have 
exhausted many of us. The tendency may be that we are too overwhelmed at the moment to 
add one more thing. I hope that we can prayerfully consider together ways to support one 
another in this holy work without the deafening silence of the church in the face of oppression 
and injustice.   
 
Members of the Peace & Justice Committee will be reaching out to your congregations in the 
near future via your assigned COM Advocates. We hope to be a resource and a network of 
support to encourage you in these challenging days. If you have resources to share, or 
questions, or are interested in connecting with other pastors to discuss some of these 
resources, please do not hesitate to contact me or another member of the Peace & Justice 
Committee. May the Holy Spirit inspire and empower you and give you strength each and every 
day, now and forevermore.   
 
Peace, 
 
Jill Isola 
Pastor, Northminster Presbyterian Church, Hickory 
Chair, Peace and Justice Committee 
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 Synod Immersion Experience: 
At the invitation of the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic, the Council delegated Ms. Helen Hall, Ms. 
Allen Lowery, Rev. Jill Isola, and Rev. Billy Robinson to represent our presbytery at an 
immersion experience that explored the history and lasting effects of systemic racism on 
American culture. Representatives from across the synod met in Montgomery, Alabama to 
experience and discuss the National Memorial for Peace and Justice and the Legacy Museum: 
From Enslavement to Mass Incarceration. https://museumandmemorial.eji.org/museum 
 
“The Legacy Museum:  From Enslavement to Mass Incarceration is situated on a site in 
Montgomery where enslaved people were once warehoused.  A block from one of the most 
prominent slave auction spaces in America, the Legacy Museum is steps away from an Alabama 
dock and rail station where tens of thousands of black people were trafficked during the 19th 
century.”1  
 
“The National Memorial for Peace and Justice, which opened to the public on April 26, 2018, is 
the nation’s first memorial dedicated to the legacy of enslaved black people, people terrorized 
by lynching, African Americans humiliated by racial segregation and Jim Crow, and people of 
color burdened with contemporary presumptions of guilt and police violence.” 2 
 
 Ms. Hall, Ms. Lowery, Rev. Isola, and Billy reported that the trip was powerful, informative, and 
transformative. The Peace & Justice Committee is wrestling with appropriate next steps, some 
of which are listed in this report. Initially, we recognize that after our denomination’s 
reunification in 1983, some of the voices from our former Catawba Presbytery have been 
diluted in power and prominence; we seek avenues to hear those voices again. Furthermore, as 
funds are available, the Peace and Justice Committee would like to facilitate and subsidize 
similar trips to Montgomery to the National Memorial and the Legacy Museum. The Committee 
envisions representatives from the presbytery’s six clusters traveling to Montgomery together. 
Upon returning home, we hope neighboring congregations can work within their cluster to 
address the legacy of systemic racism in their communities. Barring sufficient funds, the 
Committee encourages leaders in our congregation to seek out this experience on their own. If 
representatives from your congregation have already made this pilgrimage, please contact Jill 
Isola or Billy Robinson so we can discuss our efforts to coordinate anti-racism ministries. 

 

 Environmental Stewardship: 
Earth Care Team (a sub-committee of the Peace and Justice Committee) discussed possible 
concurrence with the fossil fuel divestment overture to General Assembly. In addition, the 
Team continues to champion and support our presbytery’s Earth Care Congregations: Brevard-
Davidson River PC; Grace Covenant PC, Asheville; FPC Asheville; New Hope, Asheville;  Warren 
Wilson PC; Black Mountain PC; Montreat PC; and Unity PC, Denver.  
 

 Criminal Justice Ministries: 
The Criminal Justice Sub-Committee reported on “Bridges to Life,” a ministry of support in 
prisons with a presence in Western North Carolina.  The organization is hoping to begin work in 
the Alexander County unit in Taylorsville, NC and is already working in Asheville and 
Swannanoa.  We hope to expand our support and participation in this ministry. 

                                                      
1 Taken from website https://museumandmemorial.eji.org/museum 
2 https://museumandmemorial.eji.org/museum 
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Campus Ministry Committee 

 The Campus Ministry Committee continues its work of encouraging and supporting 
ministry to the students, faculty, and staff of the institutions of higher learning within the 
bounds of our presbytery Presbyterian Campus Ministries of North Carolina: 

 Western Carolina University 

 University of North Carolina -Asheville 
 

 Belmont Abbey College 

 Brevard College 

 Gardner–Webb University 

 Lees-McRae College 

 Lenoir–Rhyne University 

 Mars Hill University 

 Montreat College 

 North Carolina Wesleyan College 

 Warren Wilson College 
 Asheville–Buncombe Technical Community College 
 Blue Ridge Community College 
 Caldwell Community College & Technical Institute 
 Catawba Valley Community College 
 Cleveland Community College 
 Gaston College 
 Haywood Community College 
 Isothermal Community College 
 Mayland Community College[citation needed] 
 McDowell Technical Community College[citation needed] 
 Southwestern Community College 
 Tri-County Community College 
 Western Piedmont Community College 

 

 The Presbytery of WNC has been invited to seat two representatives on the board of the 
newly established Presbyterian Campus Ministry of North Carolina. Billy Robinson has 
agreed to serve in an interim capacity while the presbytery’s Nominating Committee 
seeks to fill these two seats on the board. 

 

 UKirk @ WCU 
Current and Future Essential Workers 

 
The summer is typically a time for UKirk WCU to plan and prepare for the coming 
semester. This summer has been understandably different. The semester ended via 
Zoom, with live streamed Bible Studies and semi-weekly podcasts. Our in-person 
conversations were replaced with regular chats and check-ins - and the conversations 
we were having weren't about grades and projects. 
 
A major topic of concern was employment. Some students were already working and 
some were looking for jobs but nearly all of the jobs and every opportunity for a college 
student was classified as essential. 
 
One student was working at Petsmart and got a case of bronchitis that was mistaken for 
coronavirus. A week later she had a negative coronavirus test, a prescription for 
bronchitis, a string of medical visits behind her, and a week without pay. 
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Another student was overjoyed when he found work at a call center for Fidelity. After I 
had reviewed his resume with him and coached him for his interview, I shared his 
excitement but I also knew it would take him into a workplace where distancing would 
be difficult and his risks would be higher. 
 
For all the uncertainty brought by the pandemic, we lean more heavily upon 
the certainty of faith. The promises of Christ are sure, even when everything around us 
seems unsure. 
 
Continue to pray for the students this summer who are working in so many essential 
jobs. 
 
Noah McIntee 
UKirk WCU & Hillside Grind Coffeehouse 
Presbyterian Campus Ministry at Western Carolina University 
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Self-Development of People Committee: 

The Self-Development of People Committee is called to interpret, promote and support the 
Self-Development of People Program within the Presbytery.  It is also authorized by the 
Presbytery to deal directly with the National Self-Development of People Program of the 
PC(USA), and to review projects being considered for funding by the national program, and to 
validate and fund projects within the bounds of the Presbytery, abiding by the General 
Assembly’s mandate.  
 
Unfortunately, this Committee has not been constituted for several years because we are 
unable to locate volunteers willing to serve on this committee in accordance with the 
following:  
 

The Committee is to consist of nine members, a majority of whom shall be representatives of 
racial/ethnic minority groups, as required by General Assembly guidelines. At least seventy-
five percent, including the moderator, shall be members of the PC(USA). Members should 
have skills/experience, understanding of, and sensitivity to, people in need, and/or previous 
experience with efforts of self-development.  

 
If you are willing to serve, or have recommendations for members of this committee, please 
contact Billy Robinson at the presbytery office. 
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Malawi Partnership 
Early in 2020 we had to cancel our planned trip to Nkhoma, Malawi due to several factors; too 
few participants and concerns over a growing pandemic among them. However, the grace and 
generosity of our presbytery would not be hindered or swayed.  
 
Our annual trips are not only an opportunity to minister with and alongside our Malawian 
friends, they are also a means of providing needed medical supplies to the hospital in Nkhoma. 
Typically, our team travels with medical supplies and equipment, walking these items through 
customs. When our trip was canceled, we and our friends at the Nkhoma hospital were 
concerned that much needed oxygen concentrators would not be available this year (and this 
was before COVID-19 appear in Malawi). However, through the gifts of supporting 
congregations, our presbytery was able to wire funds for the purchase and delivery of the 
equipment from nearby South Africa. Please see the thank you note below from Catherine 
Hodge, M.D. 
 
Our annual trips not only include ministry to the hospital, but also work with the local seminary 
and the Ebenezer Institute of Learning (pre-school and primary school). We typically pack our 
suitcases with clerical shirts and study Bibles as gifts for the graduating seminarians. We were 
able to continue this tradition through the gift of an anonymous donor and long-time friend of 
the presbytery who purchased clerical shirts and bicycles -so they can travel throughout their 
parish- to the new graduates. 
 
Please read the following report from Chrissie Mbewe, Principal of the Ebenezer Institute of 
Learning: 
 

Most departments are unable to pay salaries, jobs have been lost, businesses are 
slowing down, and as a result collection of school fees shall be a problem.  Although 
most families have a bumper harvest, there isn’t enough money in circulation.  We 
expect to be confronted with the following situation: 
 
1. This period will be difficult as the effect on our sponsors after COVID-19 is not clear. 

How many will continue to sponsor and are we going to lose others whose income will 
be affected by the pandemic? 

 
2. Schools closed before the end of academic year. There is no indication when classes 

will resume and the syllabus for the term has been severely affected.  Is the 
government going to accommodate the last term into the new school year?  This will 
affect the timetable with long school hours and the feeding scheme will play a major 
role.  The children from surrounding villages are a great concern during this time. 
They come from families that have never been to school and nothing academic is 
happening at the homes. This will mean additional commitment from the teachers. 

 
 
3. The co-workers from Germany were withdrawn by the government and the sending 

organisation was showing signs that they might withdraw the contracts due to the 
high visa fees introduced by the government, although in the past they have used a 
tourist visa which is affordable.  This will mean recruiting local staff to manage 
library, computer lessons and media (face book and website) areas which have 
lagged.   
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4. Plans are in place to recruit a Deputy Principal and administrative assistant to help 

reduce the work load from the administration office composed of the Principal and 
Bursar. This was discussed during the mission trip again but delayed. Ebenezer 
continues to grow and management is managing the growth in infrastructure, staff 
and learners. Recruitment of the 3 additional staff should cost an additional US$790 
per month.  

 
This situation will continue to prevail and only the Lord knows why and how and when 
this will come to end. We will  continue to trust in Him. May He continue to protect you 
and your families from this aggressive virus. 
 
Chrissie Mbewe 
 Principal  
30  April 2020 
 

 
 
Dear Western North Carolina Presbytery Church, 
 
Words cannot express how deeply grateful we are to your church community for the generosity 
you have showed us.  Your gift has allowed us to purchase 10 oxygen concentrators, as well as 
an oxygen cylinder and regulator supplies.  This has allowed us to meet the growing need of 
severely ill respiratory patients at Nkhoma Hospital.  We anticipate using all these machines 
and more in the coming weeks, as coronavirus cases have now hit the exponential curve for 
Malawi at last. 
 
We have been keeping up with the news and we see the dire straits America is in, from 
economics to health to protests.  We know that it is a heavy time for you all, and we are all the 
more amazed and thankful that you could remember us and bless us with this equipment as 
our own hour of need approaches. 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you and make His face shine upon you.  We remember you in 
prayer and thanksgiving. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Catherine Hodge, M.D. 
Family Medicine Specialist 
Nkhoma Mission Hospital 
+265 885422106 
catcrawford@rocketmail.com 
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Guatemala Partnership 

COVID-19 in Guatemala: 
As of July 1, Guatemala reported nearly 20,000 confirmed cases of Coronavirus. 

On March 16, Guatemalan President Alejandro Giammattei, closed all borders 15 days to 
prevent further spread of coronavirus (COVID-19) in the country. Since then, the country has 
been in a severe state of lock down. For months, families have been confined to their homes, 
unable to venture out even for exercise. Per the government’s orders, only one designated 
member of each household was authorized leave the home to purchase essential items. All 
non-essential businesses were closed, public transportation was cancelled and travel between 
Guatemalan departments were prohibited without a special pass. Communities are being 
placed in quarantine if anyone tests positive for COVID-19. Families across the country continue 
to struggle to put food on their tables and keep their utilities connected. Violations of any 
current COVID-19 restrictions is punishable by fines and imprisonment. 

COVID -19 in Our Sister Churches 
There are now confirmed cases of COVID-19 in some of our sister church communities. 

The son of Pastor Hilario Gomez (Grace Covenant's sister church pastor) tested positive for 
COVID-19 but is recovering. We have also received reports of possible COVID-19 cases in 
Waldensians PC's sister church community outside the city of Coatepeque. 

In Palin (Mt. Holly’s sister church), the immediate and extended family of Amanda Gadoy tested 
positive and are recovering from home. 

Guatemala partnership coordinators in both Sur and Suchi will continue to notify us about the 
health, safety, and needs of all our sister church communities. They share that our brothers and 
sisters in Guatemala continue in good spirits and take comfort in knowing that many members 
of the PWNC continue to lift them up in prayer and provide relief. They want us to know they 
are praying for us daily and want to hear about the health, joys, and concerns of PWNC 
churches. 
                                                                                                                                                                             
We believe that there are many more positive cases than those reported. One of the Pastors in 
our sister presbytery of Sur Occidente shared the following:  

"Many of our church members have symptoms of COVID-19 but choose to stay at home silently 
than to go get tested. If anyone in a community tests positive the government literally tapes off 
that community (quarantines) and no one can travel in or out. That destroys our businesses and 
means no one can sell the agricultural products we grow here. By staying silent, families feel 
they are helping the community more." 

PWNC Relief Efforts for Guatemala 
On May 1, 2020, the PWNC Guatemala Partnership sent out an email appeal to all PWNC 
churches who currently have a sister church in Guatemala. That appeal generated $15,551. 

The following relief funds were wired to Guatemala on May 24, 2020: 
$12,02.35 was allocated for GENERAL RELIEF FUNDS 
$3,525 was allocated to specific Guatemalan churches from their PWNC sister church 
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Our sister Presbyteries of Sur Occidente (Sur) and Suchitepéquez (Suchi) consist of a total of 33 
churches, 28 of which are currently matched with a PWNC sister church and 5 that are praying 
to be matched. 
 
Both Sur and Suchi committed to an equitable distribution of PWNC RELIEF FUNDS. Because 
food and essential items are rationed in Guatemala and Sur could not efficiently purchase and 
distribute material items to their 22 churches, they distributed a love offering of $9.35 to every 
household in their presbytery and food baskets to the most vulnerable members of the 
churches.  Suchi was able to partner with local government, nonprofits, and community 
members to secure food/essential items and deliver them to all 11 church communities. 

 
Prayer Requests 
In addition to praying for families impacted by COVID-19, please pray for the many Guatemalan 
communities that are suffering from flooding. It is currently “rainy season” in Guatemala which 
means it rains almost every day between June and October. 
 
In May, the La Blanca region (Asheville PC's sister church community) experienced torrential 
rain pour and windstorms that have left many homes destroyed. The church was not damaged 
but the homes of two church members were severely impacted and the community is pulling 
together to help them rebuild and recover. Many of our other sister communities in both Sur 
and Suchi have also been dealing with heavy rains and flooding.   
 
 
How YOU Can Help: 
The PWNC Guatemala Partnership is currently collecting additional relief dollars to send to 
Guatemala (both for individual sister churches and the general fund).  
If you would like to support general relief efforts or a specific church, you can send 
contributions to the PWNC office at 114 Silver Creek Rd. Morganton, NC. 
*Note in the memo line “General Guatemala Relief Fund” or “Guatemala Relief for [insert 
name] church” 
 
To make a secure contribution on the Presbytery's web page, go to the home menu and click on 
the "GIVE" tab or use this link: https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=91110  

 
 

Guatemala Delegation Trips: 
2020- All PWNC delegation trips were cancelled due to COVID-19 
2021- Trip dates to TBD based on recommendations from public health officials. Tentative trips 
dates are schedule for May and November 2021. 
 
Passport to Partnership (P2P) 
The PWNC’s guidebook for churches engaged in the Guatemala Partnership is finally complete! 
The Guatemala partnership committee looks forward to offering a series of webinars between 
August and December to present the P2P’s content and host Q&As to members of the PWNC. 
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CONGREGATIONAL DEVELOPMENT DIVISION 
Evangelism Committee 

Following on the event held in 2019, the Evangelism Committee organized and scheduled a 
similar event with evangelist Thom Begley to coincide with the April, 2020 meeting of the 
presbytery. That event was postponed to October of 2020 and then canceled, both due to 
concerns and restrictions associated with COVID-19. The Committee is reevaluating its mission 
and options in light our on-going pandemic precautions. 
 

Smaller Congregations Committee 
In March of 2020, the Small Church Committee submitted a grant request to Building HOPE 
seeking funds to establish “technology hubs” in each of our six presbytery clusters. The initial 
grant was for a pilot program that would provide adequate hardware, software, and internet 
connectivity to allow some of our smaller congregations to participate in the online presence of 
the presbytery (for example presbytery meetings, and presbytery committee meetings held by 
Zoom). The grant request was denied due to scope and lack of funding. 
 
The Committee has been contacting our smaller membership congregations to ensure that no 
impediments to participating in our July 2020 online meeting of the presbytery exists.  
 
The Committee continues to seek ways it may be of assistance during the pandemic. 

 

 Synod Small Church Grants 
Quaker Meadows has submitted a grant request to the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic to defray 
costs incurred to repair their air conditioning. 

 
Congregational Formation Committee 

The Committee continues to focus its endeavors to assist in the formation of new worshipping 
communities and revitalizing existing congregations.  
 
Presently, the Congregational Formation and Transformation Committee seeks to partner with 
churches who are seeking revitalization. To that end, the Committee is proposing to assist 
willing congregations with the following areas of concern. 

 
Our team will assist churches in reviewing seven areas: 

1. Demographic Data 
2. Pastoral Leadership 
3. Physical Space: Opportunities and Constraints 
4. Worship Attendance Trends 
5. Mission, Discipleship and Outreach 
6. Digital Presence 
7. Financial Sustainability 

 
The CFTC believes that the Holy Spirit’s guidance is essential to the revitalization process. In 
essence, this process is a partnership between the church and the committee as we commit to 
being led by the Spirit.  
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PWNC Guatemala Partnership Update 
July 2020 

COVID-19 in Guatemala: 

As of July 1, Guatemala reported nearly 20,000 confirmed cases of Coronavirus. 

On March 16, Guatemalan President Alejandro Giammattei, closed all borders 15 days to 

prevent further spread of coronavirus (COVID-19) in the country. Since then, the country has 

been in a severe state of lock down. For months, families have been confined to their homes, 

unable to venture out even for exercise. Per the government’s orders, only one designated 

member of each household was authorized leave the home to purchase essential items. All 

non-essential businesses were closed, public transportation was cancelled and travel between 

Guatemalan departments were prohibited without a special pass. Communities are being 

placed in quarantine if anyone tests positive for COVID-19. Families across the country continue 

to struggle to put food on their tables and keep their utilities connected. Violations of any 

current COVID-19 restrictions is punishable by fines and imprisonment. 

COVID -19 in Our Sister Churches 

There are now confirmed cases of COVID-19 in some of our sister church communities. 

The son of Pastor Hilario Gomez (Grace Covenant's sister church pastor) tested positive for 
COVID-19 but is recovering. We have also received reports of possible COVID-19 cases in 
Waldensians PC's sister church community outside the city of Coatepeque. 

In Palin (Mt. Holly’s sister church), the immediate and extended family of Amanda Gadoy tested 
positive and are recovering from home. 

Guatemala partnership coordinators in both Sur and Suchi will continue to notify us about the 
health, safety, and needs of all our sister church communities. They share that our brothers and 
sisters in Guatemala continue in good spirits and take comfort in knowing that many members 
of the PWNC continue to lift them up in prayer and provide relief. They want us to know they 
are praying for us daily and want to hear about the health, joys, and concerns of PWNC 
churches. 
We believe that there are many more positive cases than those reported. One of the Pastors in 
our sister presbytery of Sur Occidente shared the following:  

"Many of our church members have symptoms of COVID-19 but choose to stay at home silently 
than to go get tested. If anyone in a community tests positive the government literally tapes off 
that community (quarantines) and no one can travel in or out. That destroys our businesses and 
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means no one can sell the agricultural products we grow here. By staying silent, families feel 
they are helping the community more." 

PWNC Relief Efforts for Guatemala 

On May 1, 2020, the PWNC Guatemala Partnership sent out an email appeal to all PWNC 
churches who currently have a sister church in Guatemala. That appeal generated $15,551. 

The following relief funds were wired to Guatemala on May 24, 2020: 
$12,002.35 was allocated for GENERAL RELIEF FUNDS 
$3,525 was allocated to specific Guatemalan churches from their PWNC sister church 

Our sister Presbyteries of Sur Occidente (Sur) and Suchitepéquez (Suchi) consist of a total of 33 
churches, 28 of which are currently matched with a PWNC sister church and 5 that are praying 
to be matched. 

Both Sur and Suchi committed to an equitable distribution of PWNC RELIEF FUNDS. Because 
food and essential items are rationed in Guatemala and Sur could not efficiently purchase and 
distribute material items to their 22 churches, they distributed a love offering of $9.35 to every 
household in their presbytery and food baskets to the most vulnerable members of the 
churches.  Suchi was able to partner with local government, nonprofits, and community 
members to secure food/essential items and deliver them to all 11 church communities. 

Suchi’s health committee distributing food/essentials -----------------  Sur’s partnership coordinator distributing $9.95USD 

Prayer Requests 

In addition to praying for families impacted by COVID-19, please pray for the many Guatemalan 
communities that are suffering from flooding. It is currently “rainy season” in Guatemala which 
means it rains almost every day between June and October. 

In May, the La Blanca region (Asheville PC's sister church community) experienced torrential 
rain pour and windstorms that have left many homes destroyed. The church was not damaged 
but the homes of two church members were severely impacted and the community is pulling 
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together to help them rebuild and recover. Many of our other sister communities in both Sur 
and Suchi have also been dealing with heavy rains and flooding.   
 
 
How YOU Can Help: 
 
The PWNC Guatemala Partnership is currently collecting additional relief dollars to send to 
Guatemala (both for individual sister churches and the general fund).  
If you would like to support general relief efforts or a specific church, you can send 
contributions to the PWNC office at 114 Silver Creek Rd. Morganton, NC. 
*Note in the memo line “General Guatemala Relief Fund” or “Guatemala Relief for [insert 
name] church” 
 
To make a secure contribution on the Presbytery's web page, go to the home menu and click on 
the "GIVE" tab or use this link: https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=91110  
 
*Select either the Guatemala Fund (Not Building Hope). If you would like the PWNC to 
acknowledge your tax-deductible gift, please provide your contact information rather than 
signing in as a guest. 
 
Guatemala Delegation Trips: 
2020- All PWNC delegation trips were cancelled due to COVID-19 
2021- Trip dates to TBD based on recommendations from public health officials. Tentative trips 
dates are schedule for May and November 2021. 
 
Passport to Partnership (P2P) 
The PWNC’s guidebook for churches engaged in the Guatemala Partnership is finally complete! 
The Guatemala partnership committee looks forward to offering a series of webinars between 
August and December to present the P2P’s content and host Q&As to members of the PWNC. 
 
This report was respectfully submitted by: 
Pastor Kevin Frederick, Chair of the PWNC Guatemala Partnership Committee 
Marie Palacios, PWNC Guatemala Partnership Coordinator 
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