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THE PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA
COMMITTEE ON PREPARATION FOR MINISTRY
THE REVEREND DANA V. SEILER, CHAIR
OCTOBER 27, 2020
The Committee on Preparation for Ministry recommends the following to the Presbytery of Western
North Carolina:
RECOMMENDATIONS:
I.

THAT Maxwell Michaels, a member of New Hope Presbyterian Church in Gastonia and a
student at Union Presbyterian Seminary in Richmond, Virginia, be enrolled as a
Candidate following the required examination by Presbytery.

II.

THAT Jason Adams, a member of Waldensian Presbyterian Church and a student at
Union Presbyterian Seminary in Charlotte, be enrolled as a Candidate following the
required examination by Presbytery.

III.

THAT Roger Rizk, a member of Gastonia First Presbyterian Church and a student at
Union Presbyterian Seminary in Charlotte, be enrolled as a Candidate following the
required examination by Presbytery.

IV.

THAT Janice Kominski, a member of Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church and a student at
Union Presbyterian Seminary in Charlotte, be enrolled as a Candidate following the
required examination by Presbytery.

Recently, your Committee on Preparation for Ministry conducted an interview with four Inquirers who
asked, with the support of their sponsoring congregation and Session, that they be enrolled as Candidates
in the Presbytery of Western North Carolina. We recommend them to you today for your approval.
Maxwell Michaels comes with the support of his congregation and the recommendation of the Session
of New Hope Presbyterian Church in Gastonia. His written call to ministry/faith statement is contained
in this packet (see CPM Attachment 1).
Jason Adams comes with the support of his congregation and the recommendation of the Session of
Waldensian Presbyterian Church. His written call to ministry/faith statement is contained in this packet
(see CPM Attachment 2).
Roger Rizk comes with the support of his congregation and the recommendation of the Session of
Gastonia First Presbyterian Church. His written call to ministry/faith statement is contained in this
packet (see CPM Attachment 3).
Janice Kominski comes with the support of her congregation and the recommendation of the Session of
Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church in Asheville. Her written call to ministry/faith statement is
contained in this packet (see CPM Attachment 4).
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The Process of Becoming a Candidate and Beginning to Receive a Call
“It is important that those who are to be ordained as teaching elders receive full preparation for their task
under the direction of the presbytery. For this purpose, a presbytery shall enter into a covenant
relationship with those preparing to become teaching elders and with their sessions and congregations.
This relationship shall be divided into the two phases of inquiry and candidacy.” (Book of Order G2.0601)
Inquiry Phase:
In order to begin the inquiry phase, an applicant must be a member of the sponsoring congregation, shall
have been active in the work and worship of that congregation for at least six months, and shall have
received the endorsement of their session. This person is then examined by CPM, and if approved, is
enrolled as an Inquirer.
“The purpose of the inquiry phase is to provide an opportunity for the church and those who believe
themselves called to ordered ministry as teaching elders to explore that call together so that the
presbytery can make an informed decision about the inquirer’s suitability for ordered ministry.” (G2.0603) A person must be an Inquirer for at least one year.
Candidacy Stage:
When an Inquirer believes, through their discernment, that they are called to the position of teaching
elder, they can request that they become a Candidate. The Inquirer will meet with their Session and
explain their sense of call. The Session can endorse them and recommend them to the CPM. The CPM,
through its discernment, can decide to recommend them to the Presbytery. At the recommendation of the
CPM, the Inquirer comes before the Presbytery to share part of their faith journey and their sense of call.
The Presbytery can then ask them questions in respect to their sense of call, not questions of content of
an ordination exam. They can ask about "their Christian faith, forms of Christian service, and motives
for seeking the ministry." (Adopted from a previous Book of Order.)
"The purpose of the candidacy phase, then, is to provide for the full preparation of persons to serve the
church as teaching elders." (G-2.0604)
Preparation for a Call:
Before a person may take a call in our Presbytery, they must have completed the following:
•
Pass the Bible Content Exam.
•
Pass the four Senior Ordination Exams (Biblical Exegesis, Theological Competence, Worship
and Sacraments, and Church Polity).
•
Complete a two-day battery of assessments administered by a Career & Personal Counseling
Center.
•
Complete one unit of Clinical Pastoral Education training (CPE).
•
Normally, complete at least one year at a PCUSA seminary.
•
Meet annually with the Committee on Preparation for Ministry.
•
Have been an Inquirer at least one year and have been a Candidate at least one year.
•
Take a course in Reformed Theology and Polity.
•
Complete Seminary.
Must be Approved by CPM to Receive a Call:
A Candidate may not begin to enter negotiations about a call as a teaching elder without the approval of
the CPM, which has been delegated this task. When a Candidate has completed the above, the CPM will
examine the Candidate and determine if he/she is ready to begin looking for a call, and if so, will "certify
the person ready to receive a call." The Candidate will also have their Personal Information Form (PIF)
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reviewed and approved by CPM. When the person receives a call, the Candidate will be examined by the
receiving presbytery.
If a Candidate who is under care of this Presbytery receives a call within our bounds, that candidate will
preach before the Committee on Preparation for Ministry and their sermon will be included in the
Presbytery report.
FOR YOUR INFORMATION:
•
Ellen Settlemyer, a member of the Morganton First Presbyterian Church, was enrolled as an
Inquirer on August 19, 2020.
•
Leah Epps, a Candidate from the Trinity Presbyterian Church and under the care of the
Presbytery of Western North Carolina, has accepted a call as Pastor to the Fairview and United
Presbyterian Churches in Lenoir.
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CPM ATTACHMENT 3
Statement of Call
Roger Wade Rizk

Members of the Presbytery of Western North Carolina, thank you so much for allowing me to
tell you my story of God’s call on my life.
In many ways, God’s call on my life began unknown to me early in my life and continued
unknown as I progressed through my journey of faith. My father came from a very strong
Roman Catholic family with roots of the Middle East whereas my mother was a Quaker from
Pennsylvania who was raised in a religious tradition of simplicity and quietness. During my
childhood, my family decided to accommodate differing faith traditions and join an Episcopal
Church. The Senior Rector at the church was a much beloved man, Dr. Leatherbury who
exemplified Christian kindness and love. I became an acolyte at an early age and began to
exprerience spirituality in my life. Dr. Leatherbury was a steady hand to me as a young boy
trying to discover and understand his identity. The steady hand of his guidance was surrounded
by a Christian kindness and love which enabled me to first understand that I was a beloved
child of God.
Following college, I dated and married a young woman from a Strong presbyterian family and
soon became a Presbyterian. My then father in law was a Sunday School teacher, an elder and
a loving and caring Christian. His untiring devotion to people within the congregation and the
community instilled within me a strong sense of outreach, fellowship and caring which enabled
me to see the power of a church beyond our walls.
I quickly saw the need and power of service to others, both within and outside the congregation.
My service on the Session and the Diaconate empowered me with the Spirit of God to reach out
to others, both within and outside the congregation. While serving as Moderator of the
Deacons, we were charged with attending to the spirituality of the congregation and I recall
meetings where we discussed the spiritual, emotional and physical needs of each of the
families within our congregation. As a young adult working with the youth, we began to reach
out to those in our community who lived on the edge and who were in need of a helping hand.
While in law school and during practice , I served as a Legal Aid volunteer and quickly learned
that compassion was needed to lift those who lived on the margins and were encountering legal
problems in housing, hunger, access to medical care and access to benefit programs. I was
beginning to develop a sense of a compelling need for Justice in our world…a sense of justice
which later matured into a keen awareness of the overwhelming need for Social Justice in our
society.
Following a divorce, I came to North Carolina and began to attend the First Presbyterian
Church of Gastonia. On my first visit to the church, I sat next to and was welcomed by a kind
doctor who exhibited to me a profound hospitality and kindness resulting in my joining of the
church. I could quickly see that the church understood the importance of discipleship and
service in its many outreaches in the community and the world and it re-instilled in me a desire
for Christian service. I married a wonderful woman from the church whose family were very
involved in the leadership and work of the church. Her father inspired me to be a responsible
Christian who was always attuned to the call of God in my life.
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While practicing law in North Carolina, I began a 14 year period of service of reaching out to
lawyers who were suffering from alcoholic addiction, drug addiction, disabling mental conditions
and suicidal ideations. I learned how personal afflictions can bring us all to extremely serious
brinks in our lives and how we are all in need of support from our brothers and sisters.
Three years ago I retired from the practice of law. As many people find on retirement, I was at a
loss of a new sense of identity. I began to reflect on my involvement in the church and decided
to enroll in the church Leadership School or the School for the Laity. I was surrounded by
classmates who had devoted their lives to their churches and I was inspired by their examples.
In 2018 I was given the opportunity and privilege to attend the Presbyterian General Assembly
meeting in Saint Louis. It was a profound window to understanding and inspiration. Through the
many reaches of the General Assembly, it enabled me to see a vision of a church making a
profound difference in the lives of millions of people around the world. But it was the personal
testimonies and commitments to individual ministries which especially inspired me.
There was the case of the young Presbyterian minister who had been called to a Presbyterian
church outside of Ferguson, Missouri, an area of racial strife. The church was an old church
situated between an affluent, predominantly White neighborhood and a poor, predominantly
Black and minority neighborhood. He opened up dialogues of communication between the two
very different communities with the vision of building racial unity and harmony. I attended a
Sunday service and lunch and witnessed Black, Brown, Latino and White members speaking
passionately of building community.
Then there was the case of the young Syrian female minister living in Beirut who in a sermon
shared a childhood legend. It was the story of an itinerant carpenter who traveled the
countryside in Syria offering his services as a carpenter. The carpenter was requested by a
landowner to build a massive fence around his property while he was away on a trip. Upon
returning to his property, the landowner was perplexed why his fence had not been built. The
itinerant carpenter told the landowner that he had discovered the presence of a near neighbor
who had fallen on hard times, was in need of help but a river separated the two neighbors.
Because he was concerned about the neighbor, the carpenter built a bridge over the river
connecting the neighbors. Suddenly, the landowner reflected and said “I understand.” This
young Syrian woman later experienced a call from God, attended Princeton Presbyterian
Seminary and today she is “building bridges” of reconciliation between Muslims and Christians
in war torn areas of the Middle East.
Saint Louis was a time of profound reflection for myself. I recalled the tenderness and Christian
love exhibited to me by the elderly Episcopalian rector; the Christian compassion and outreach
exhibited to me by my first father in law; the strong Christian leadership exhibited to me by my
father in law; the dedication of the young Presbyterian minister outside Ferguson, Missouri who
was healing racial wounds in a divided community and the young Syrian Presbyterian minister
who heard the call of building bridges of Hope and reconciliation between peoples of differing
faiths and cultures amidst the ravages of war in the Middle east. I saw a vision of a New World.
I experienced the power of healing. I saw a vision of a new and greater justice; a Social Justice
healing lives.
Today I am beginning my third year of seminary. The journey has been illuminating to me of the
Grace and Love of God. I know not where the journey will take me but I put my trust In God that
He will lead me.

CPM ATTACHMENT 4
Janice Kominski
I present my statement of call to the called community of the Presbytery of Western
North Carolina. For as long as I can remember, church has felt like my second home. When we
move to a new town, one of the first things I like to get settled is where we’ll go to church. I
understand how I fit at church; I can walk in and plug right in with my gifts. Quickly, I
experience a feeling of belonging and home in each church and understand how to weave into
the fabric of the community to serve and to grow. I first felt a call to ministry in middle school,
then was turned off by human politics in high school, which hurt and disappointed me. In
college, a campus pastor was the human voice gently pulling back into the arms of the church,
opening my eyes to wider possibilities within church community. I also experienced a profound
spiritual home-calling while living in Argentina my junior year of college. In my early 20s, I was
the Director of Youth Ministry for a few years at a PC(USA) church and felt so at home that I
enrolled as an inquirer and began taking seminary courses. This was early during my marriage,
and as I wrangled with the reality of the consuming nature of church work and saw no healthy
female examples of how to balance church work with raising young children, I shifted to
becoming a professional counselor. Throughout this time, I still felt called to be a pastor, but
couldn’t see a way to simultaneously be the mother I felt called to be and the pastor I felt called
to be. I have continued to serve all the churches we’ve joined in a variety of ministries, often in
leadership positions. This service and continued spiritual and community confirmation continue
to pull me back into vocational church leadership. With my youngest child now in elementary
school, I feel it is a reasonable time to resume my seminary education to prepare to be an
ordained minister with three older children.
In pursuing a theological education, I hope to add more tools to my exegetical, oratory,
and educational toolboxes to prepare for ordained ministry. I enjoy a lifelong love of languages,
from lexical fascination and Spanish studies in grade school, to undergraduate linguistic studies,
to Greek studies and travel in my graduate years. The Trinity is made visible and audible to me
in a wide variety of faces and voices. I have enjoyed revisiting Koine Greek and am impatient to
begin studying Hebrew to delve more deeply into the nuances of the Biblical texts in their
original languages to grow ever more in love with the Word.
I have worked in communications in various ways since attending a Communication Arts
magnet program in middle school. In our current media-saturated cultural milieu, it is more
important than ever to cultivate relevant methods to authentically deliver the life-changing truths
of the Gospel with depth, nuance, and room for conversation. I look forward to exposure to new
and varied ideas of how to structure and deliver messages to impact listeners and motivate for
change. As I closely observe other teachers/speakers, I continue to refine my own delivery style
and art. I am hungry for a wider menu of options and opportunities to practice and grow as a
communicator.
I am eager to participate in a community of seekers and thinkers who also enjoy “geeking
out” about theology and its practical applications! It is my great hope to foster life-long
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missional friendships with others seeking to lead in the manner of Jesus. The road is better
traveled and more interesting with diverse traveling companions.
I bring a variety of gifts for service to the church and the world. My natural affinity for
learning and teaching languages makes me an effective translator of words and ideas. I enjoy and
am gifted at teaching across the age span. From my counseling background I have a firm grasp
on human development and can tailor materials to different age groups. I’ve written and
presented curriculum for preschool and elementary children, middle and high school youth,
young adults, parenting groups, business professionals, community groups, and teaching
professionals.
God equipped me to be sensitive to the needs of others and attuned to nuances in
communication. My professional counseling training and experience fortified this area of
giftedness. I sincerely care about people and their concerns and therefore listen deeply. Suffering
losses and grieving and questioning through those losses have made me a more compassionate
caregiver. People notice –on a bus, at a playdate, while in therapy—and feel quickly at ease in
my company, physically relax, and trust me enough to share freely. This has happened with
people of diverse of income levels, ethnicities, nationalities, genders, sexualities, first languages,
and life stages. I will continue to tenderly use this gift for the good of the church and the world.
Throughout my life, I have typically ended up as the leader of most groups/activities in
which I participated. I feel comfortable as a collaborative leader, allowing for a variety of voices
and ideas while maintaining decent order, structure, and respectful timekeeping in meetings. This
was most evident in my tenure as the Governing Council Chair for the start-up of Carroll Creek
Montessori Public Charter School. My responsibilities included leadership of volunteers and paid
staff in a variety of meetings and committees, presentations to and communication with members
of the Frederick County Public School Board, overseeing the design and build-out of the school
facility, facilitating the hire of the initial staff, overseeing selection and purchase of classroom
materials, all within a $1.8 million startup budget. There were disagreements and varying
approaches to problem solving the myriad issues that came up during the process. My listening,
communication, and mediation skills equipped me well to lead through to successful resolutions
so we could collaborate as a team to open the school on time.
My wisdom equips me for church leadership. Experience (largely making mistakes!) has
taught me important lessons about working with people, balancing the urgency of action with the
wisdom of contemplation, and how to hold my tongue (and my horses). Now in my 40s, I place a
lower value on others’ estimation of me than I did when I was first an inquirer in my 20s. Being
right is less important to me than fostering community and finding solutions to shared concerns.
Achieving is less important to me now than growing. Parenting three very different children has
humbled me and shattered ANY illusions I might have had of being “in control” or knowing it
all! I’ve learned that one size (or approach) does not fit all. I’ve learned that I cannot lead alone.
Instead, I rely upon the support and ideas from my communities to parent and lead, and on the
presence of the Holy Spirit to guide and sustain me. I’ve learned the value of soliciting a variety
of voices and perspectives when facing a personal or a community challenge. I seek continued
growth in wisdom, so that I may fulfill Jesus’ call to live and lead into God’s abundant love.

