
PWNC Guatemala Partnership Update 

January 2021 

COVID-19 in Guatemala: 

As of January 8, 2021 Guatemala, had reported 141,074 confirmed cases of COVID-19 and 4,928 

deaths.  

Guatemala re-opened international boarders in September 2020 but still require negative COVID-19 

tests no more than 96 hours prior to entry, quarantine for visitors from certain countries, and use of 

masks in public spaces (including in grocery stores and on the street) to prevent the further spread of the 

virus. Failure to comply with mask requirements can result in fines of up to 150,000 Quetzales ($20,000 

USD). 

Curfews within Guatemala have been lifted, but communities still have strict mask and social distancing 

policies in place.  

PRAISE REPORT: The PWNC’s sister Presbyteries of Sur Occidente and Suchitepéquez report that 

there are currently no active/confirmed cases within any of our sister churches. All individuals who 

tested positive for COVID in recent months have made full recoveries. 

PWNC Guatemala Partnership Committee Efforts: 

1. Our partnership committee hosted two LIVE webinars in fall 2020 to introduce PWNC churches to

the Guatemala Partnership and share our new guidebook, the “Passport to Partnership.”

We are pleased to report that through these ZOOM webinars, we engaged 22+ PWNC congregations in 

the partnership. 

Sept 27th Session= 21 participants from the following: Grace Covenant, Mills River, Gastonia, Brevard 

Davidson, Black Mountain, Southminster, Burnsville, Shelby, Hickory 1st, Trinity, New Hope, Newton, 

Waldensian, Northminster) 

October 18 Session= 23 participants representing the following: Waldensian, Hickory 1st, New Hope, 

Hayesville 2, Newland, Banner Elk, Southminster, Grace Covenant 2, Newton 5, Crossnore, Tryon, 

Asheville, Saluda, Covenant PC in California (microloan trip participant, and Rev. Dr. Byron Wade the 

GP of PWNC.) 

*The webinars prompted interest and many questions from many PWNC churches!

2. We are currently developing a pilot program designed to increase sister church communications by

matching our local churches with a designated interpreter from Guatemala. (Hayesville and Crossnore

will serve as pilot programs in 2021.)

3. We are completing initial discussions/planning for a 2021 virtual “joint partnership meeting” and a

virtual mission trip to replace our annual spring PWNC delegation trip to Guatemala.
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Guatemala Partnership Sub-Committee Updates: 

1. The Health Committee is pleased to report that the Hunger Committee approved $24,400 to

provide critical health support in Guatemala in 2021.

2. Education Committee Announcement: “Due to the presence of the COVID virus in Guatemala

and our partner churches Education Reports will not be sent to us until the spring. Students in

Guatemala will not receive 2020 grades until late February when teachers return to the

classroom. We encourage PWNC churches to contact their partner church independently to

ensure ongoing conversations regarding student needs. If churches here have need of specific

information from their partner church and are unable to make contact, please reach out to Marie

Palacios, Guatemala Partnership Coordinator for support (pwncguatemala@gmail.com). Please

continue to lift our sister churches up in prayer and every single child who is facing

unprecedented educational barriers due to COVID-19.

3. Microloans- please see attached report.

4. Men in the Mirror- We continue to engage support from Presbyteries across the nation to expand

2021 Men in the Mirror programs. Leadership plans to meet in June 2021 in Guatemala for a

strategic planning session focused on increasing programs for young adults and teenage boys.

1. Delegation Trips

a. The January 2021 Joint Partnership Meeting will be hosted virtually instead of in Guatemala.

b. Spring 2021 Delegation Trip- This trip will be canceled due to COVID-19. A virtual mission

trip is being planned in its place.

c. November 2021 Delegation Trip- November 11-18, 2021 (Registration forms available on

the PWNC website)

Action Item: 

How YOU Can Help PWNC COVID Relief Efforts Within Our Sister Guatemalan Presbyteries: 

In December 2020, the PWNC sent a little more than $22,007 in relief funds to our sister Presbyteries to 

offset critical needs such as food and clothing. Many families in our sister church communities lost their 

jobs and are still struggling to find work and put food on the table. The PWNC Guatemala Partnership 

continues to collect additional relief dollars to send to Guatemala (both for individual sister churches 

and the general fund).  

If you would like to support general relief efforts or a specific church, you can send contributions to the 

PWNC office at 114 Silver Creek Rd. Morganton, NC. 

*Note in the memo line “General Guatemala Relief Fund” or “Guatemala Relief for [insert name]

church”

To make a secure contribution on the Presbytery's web page, go to the home menu and click on the 

"GIVE" tab or use this link: https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=91110  

*Select either the Guatemala Fund (Not Building Hope). If you would like the PWNC to acknowledge

your tax-deductible gift, please provide your contact information rather than signing in as a guest

This report was respectfully submitted by: 

Pastor Kevin Frederick, Chair of the PWNC Guatemala Partnership Committee 

Marie Palacios, PWNC Guatemala Partnership Coordinator 
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GUATEMALA MICROLOAN PROJECT UPDATE: November 2020

LATEST NEWS FROM ADEHGUA:  The hurricane did not affect our area. At an end-of-cycle meeting in El 
Progreso, the women and their families are doing well, happy and grateful for the project and all the 
support. They send greetings and thanks!  Overall, Mildre reports the women are good, and have begun 
to pay the interest on the loans. There is a slight improvement in economic conditions. They are excited 
to start working again. 

Check out a link to a video on our website showing some of the women at work 
https://www.guatemalamicroloanproject.org/video. 

And follow us on our Facebook page Guatemala Microloan Project for regular updates. 

READ THE HEART-WARMING REPORT ABOUT ROSALBA  

AND HOW THE MICROLOAN PROJECT HAS MADE A DIFFERENCE IN HER LIFE. 
Rosalba is a young woman with three children who entered the microloan project during the 
second cycle. Her initial business selling shoes went well. About a year and a half ago, she 
completed a sewing course and applied for an entrepreneur loan to buy a sewing machine to 
make clothing for women in her community. She was able to establish her workshop and gain 
clientele. However, she lost some opportunities because she did not carry fabrics in her 
workshop. After she repaid the first entrepreneur loan, she requested a second to invest in 
buying fabrics to offer not only the sewing service, but also the raw material. This has helped her 
strengthen her business and establish herself. She has what it takes to make her business 
permanent.  

Recently Rosalba created a beautiful 
dress and cape for a customer for her 
quinceañera (15th birthday). The girl 
and her family were extremely 
pleased, which filled Rosalba with 
pride. Her happiness was not only in 
doing her job well, but in being 
recognized by others and in what that 
means for her - more work and 
community recognition.  

These experiences have had an 
impact on Rosalba and her family 
and have allowed Rosalba to grow 
personally. 

The microloan project is not only about establishing an economic activity and having a stable and 
permanent business. When women recognize their capabilities, there is a change in self-esteem 
and in the way women view themselves. Mildre from ADEHGUA observes that women are 
creative and resourceful; what has often been lacking is opportunity. 

Thank you for your continued support and prayers 

for this Project and our sisters in Guatemala. 
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WHAT DO YOU WANT TO DO TO HELP? 

SHARE THE NEED and the GOOD NEWS! If your PW, Circle or Church would like a Zoom presentation, or 

a short video for a Minute for Mission in worship, contact Susan Maveety at susan.maveety@gmail.com. 

JOIN THE TASK FORCE! We do need some new members who can meet (via Zoom currently) on 4th 

Monday mornings every other month.  If you might be interested, join us one time to check us out! Contact 

Susan Maveety at susan.maveety@gmail.com or Mimi Michael at mimimichael@charter.net.  

CONTRIBUTE! Make checks payable to PW PWNC with a note that it is for Guatemala Microloans 

and send to Heather Hudson, 4 Northvalley Dr., Weaverville, NC 28787. 

PRAY!  As we are in prayer for our sisters in Guatemala, they also are in prayer for us. The prayer support is 
important to them as they know their sisters in Christ care about them and lift them up. 

  PURCHASE ALL OCCASION CARDS: Newly available 

are two sets of three cards each with photos of 

Guatemalan women. Each set of three cards costs 

$10.00 (or one card for $4). These are blank on the 

inside for your own notes.  On the back of the card 

is the statement:  

Proceeds from the sale of this card benefit the 
Guatemala Microloan Project. Women in the project 
receive loans to develop or expand small 
businesses. The goal is for participants to grow in self-
esteem, hope, and freedom, and to develop sources of 
income for themselves and their families.  For more 
information visit 
www.guatemalamicroloanproject.org or  
our "Guatemala Microloan Project" Facebook page. 

STILL AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE ARE ALTERNATIVE 
CHRISTMAS CARDS: Available with a $10 minimum 
donation per card. These specify they are given with a 
donation in honor of the person to whom they are 
sent and include a Christmas greeting.  

Any of the cards can be purchased and sent to you by 

contacting:  

Susan Maveety at susan.maveety@gmail.com;   

Ellen Dozier at ellendozier@hotmail.com or  

Mimi Michael at mimimichael@charter.net. 

A special thank you to Jade Baker of Walnut Creative for designing our cards. 
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