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  THE PRESBYTERY OF WESTERN NORTH CAROLINA 

STATED CLERK'S REPORT 

D. Cameron (Cam) Murchison, Jr., Stated Clerk 

April 27, 2021 
 

 

The Stated Clerk presents the following: 

 

CA 1. THAT Hal Bennett, Cam Murchison and Robbin Buchanan be requested to prepare 

the minutes of this Presbytery meeting for approval at the July 31, 2021 Presbytery 

meeting. 

 

CA 2. THAT the minutes of the January 30, 2021 Stated Meeting of Presbytery be approved 

as submitted.  

 

CA 3. THAT the April 2021 report of the following Administrative Commissions be received 

and entered into the permanent record of Presbytery. (Stated Clerk Attachment 1) 

     Administrative Commission for First Presbyterian, Lincolnton  

     Administrative Commission for West Avenue 

     Administrative Commission for Churches Concluding Ministry 

 

CA 4. THAT the minutes of the ordination/installation of the following be placed into the 

record of Presbytery: 

     Leah Elizabeth Epps 

   
 

FOR INFORMATION: 

 

5. THAT the 128th Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Western North Carolina will 

be held on Saturday, July 30, 2021, virtually via ZOOM. THAT the deadline for 

written reports for this meeting is Thursday, July 8, 2021. THAT the deadline for an 

overture is Thursday, July 1, 2021. 

   

6. THAT due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the following procedure for reviewing 

sessions records for 2021 will be as follows:  

  

1. Each clerk will gather the 2020 Session minutes for her/his congregation. 

2. No later than September 15, 2021, use the standard checklist to review your records 

as follows: 

a. Write the name of your church at the top, indicating “2020” as the year. 

b. For each item on the list, check “yes” or “no.” 

c. If “yes,” in the column labeled “comment,” indicate one instance where the 

item can be found in your minutes. 

i. If your minutes are numbered with consecutive pages, just indicate a 

page number. 

ii. If your minutes are not numbered consecutively through the year, 

indicate the date of the meeting where an instance of the item is found. 



B-2 
 

d. If “no,” provide any explanation you may want to share in the column labeled 

“comment.” 

e. In the same column labeled “comment,” add any comments you would like to 

make regarding any item.  

3. On the reverse side of the checklist—or on another sheet of paper if you prefer—

make a note of any issues you have encountered with any items on the checklist. 

Especially if some are not clear and the parenthetic references to the Book of Order 

do not clarify them, please let us know what may need more explanation. 

4. If specific questions arise as you work on the checklist, feel free to call Cam 

Murchison on his cell number (404-556-8041). He will be happy to help, or to find 

the help needed. 

 
So that we can certify 100% compliance with the review of Session Records at the October 

2021 meeting of Presbytery of Western North Carolina, please complete the checklist and 

return it to the Stated Clerk by September 15, 2021, either by 

1. Email to (cmurc1@gmail.com), or 

2. Regular mail: 114 Silver Creek Road, Morganton, NC 28655 

 
7.  THAT the dates for virtual Sacred Trust-Relational Boundaries Training for 2021 

will be announced at this meeting. 

 

  The criteria for those who should attend is listed below.     

 

For Pastors and Elders of the Presbytery: According to our Presbytery’s policy, clergy 

and elders involved in leadership are required to take sexual misconduct training once 

every four years.  

 

For leaders of local congregations: The workshop is open for all local leaders who want 

to educate themselves about healthy boundaries.  

 

Who should attend: All persons designated below are required to have an approved 

three-hour workshop of sexual misconduct sponsored by the WNC Presbytery or 

equivalent training approved by the Sexual Misconduct Prevention Team. 

 

All Presbytery professionals and Presbytery volunteers are required to have the three-

hour training every four years with the following exceptions: 

1.  Exempted from training are fully retired Presbytery professionals who have “not 

opted in,” with its associated limitations of not serving on Presbytery Committees, 

preaching in local churches, leading workshops or retreats, or exercising other 

pastoral functions such as celebrating the sacraments, or conducting weddings 

and/or funerals unless a “Single Event” exception has been requested.      

2.  Members on the following committees, their sub-committees, and task forces are 

ineligible for exemption during the term of their membership: 

   General Council   Youth  

 Committee on Ministry  Christian Education 

   Examinations    Small Membership Church 

 Campus Mission   Permanent Judicial Commission 

 3. Members of all other existing committees are exempt, though changes to 

committee structures may require review of eligibility. 

mailto:cmurc1@gmail.com
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4.  Transitional Pastors/Interims who are working within the bounds of the 

Presbytery who receive comparable hours of training in their judicatory, at least 

as frequently as required in our Presbytery, may be exempt. 

   



STATED CLERK ATTACHMENT 1 
 

Administrative Commission for West Avenue Presbyterian Church, Gastonia, 

NC 
Under the provisions of the lease/purchase agreement between PWNC and Revolution Church, 

the church continues with its impressive renovations that include major changes to the 

gymnasium/fellowship hall, transforming the administrative area into a social gathering space, 

reworking the sanctuary for its new and exciting ministries. The AC continues to facilitate 

membership transfers and oversee the maintenance of the roof. A meeting with Revolution 

Church and the AC is planned for April 13, 2021 at which time the readiness of the church to 

exercise its purchase option will be explored. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Steve Brittain, chair 

 

Administrative Commission for First Presbyterian Church of Lincolnton 
The Administrative Commission continues its focus on providing congregational care for the 

membership, though plans for a service celebrating the 205-year history of ministry at FPC 
Lincolnton have been delayed by the pandemic. Efforts to resolve the issues resulting from local 

flooding that occurred in June 2019 resulting in significant damage to church property are ongoing. 
Though not directly part of the work of the AC, plans for the development of a New Worshipping 
Community in Lincolnton are in process with the support of General Council and leadership from 
members of the Church Formation and Transformation Committee and the Session of Unity 
Presbyterian Church. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Russ Reighley, chair 
 

Administrative Commission for Churches Concluding their Ministries 
There have been no new developments in the work of this Administrative Commission since the 

last full report to PWNC. A summary of the work it has overseen includes the disposition of the 

following properties: Ellenboro Presbyterian Church; Glen Alpine Presbyterian Church; 

Machpelah Presbyterian Church and Cemetery; Spindale Presbyterian Church; and Bethel 

Presbyterian Church. No other congregations are currently under its oversight. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Cam Murchison, Stated Clerk 


