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Report of the General Presbyter 

July 8, 2021 

 
I am about to do a new thing; 

   now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 

       Isaiah 43:19 (NRSV) 

 

All around us life is returning to a semblance of normalcy that we knew before the pandemic. 

People are meeting and greeting, children are playing together, airports are filling up, and 

churches are beginning in stages to return to in-person worship. Summer has taken on a new 

perspective of life, which I believe is renewing for many people. In the same way, I do envision 

God doing a new thing, giving us an opportunity to perceive the possibilities for ministry going 

forward as we begin to adjust to this new stage of life in this pandemic. 

 

As COVID health protocols have been lifted, life and ministry in PWNC opened up new 

possibilities for me as your General Presbyter. I have more opportunities to witness life and 

ministry in our congregations, as well as developing new 

relationships that did not happen during the more 

stringent months of the pandemic. An example of this is 

the number of invitations to preach in our churches. You 

may remember during my report at the last Presbytery 

meeting that I said I was accepting invites to preach at our 

churches. Boy, what did I say that for? I received invites via 

text and email during the meeting! As a result, my 

preaching calendar is filled up until September. I have 

preached at FPC Morganton and Sweetwater and looking forward to the others upcoming on 

my calendar. It has been a joy and privilege to be among you so far! 

 

One of my favorite aspects of being the General Presbyter is participating in services of 

ordination/installation (and looking forward to services 

of New Beginnings!). On June 6th, I participated in the 

installation service of Rev. Dana Seiler as Associate 

Pastor of Unity Presbyterian Church in Denver, NC. It was 

my first “official” act in worship as the General Presbyter 

and it was a pleasure to be on the installation 

commission. Unity is a wonderful congregation and 

under the leadership of David Bonnema, I pray that they 

will do great things in the local community under the 

guidance of the Holy Spirit! 
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Another new thing is the building of relationships with pastors (both commissioned and 

ordained) as well as elders and church members. I have had opportunities to have lunch with 

many of you, either by Zoom or in-person. Whether it was having fun and laughter with pastors 

of the Mayland Fellowship, touring a new church building in Rutherfordton, sitting outside and 

enjoying the view at Grace Ridge, or eating at a wonderful Italian restaurant in Newton, it 

continues to be an honor and privilege to get to know each and every one of you. In addition, I 

am planning to have lunches with various groups, including female pastors and retired 

ministers.  

 

God is doing a new thing in the Presbytery as well! I am commencing two big visions beginning 

this fall. One is communicating the present purpose and vision of the Presbytery using a variety 

of mediums, including social media. I don’t want to say a lot about it right now (it is a secret!), 

but don’t be surprised if you see a congregation being featured via video on both the 

Presbytery’s web page and YouTube channels – and it could be yours! The most important 

aspect of this is to remind people that the Presbytery is not just who works in Morganton, but it 

is you as well. You are the Presbytery! The second vision is the formation of a 7-9 person 

Visioning Task Force that was approved by the General Council with the responsibility of 

reviewing and re-visioning our Presbytery committee structure. This was a result of a 

recommendation from a General Council approved Ad Hoc Committee on 

Nominations/Structure which worked for eight months to discern how the Presbytery is being 

led by God to envision a new way of mission and ministry. More details will be forthcoming. 

 

As always, your administrative and program staff are doing wonderful! During our staff 

meetings, I am always in awe of the gifts, talents, and commitment. Whether it is keeping the 

office up and running, or communicating in the field with our congregations, I continue to be in 

awe of their God given abilities and gifts for this work.  I do hope you appreciate them as well.  

 

It is a blessing to be your General Presbyter and I definitely look forward to the new thing(s) 

God is about to do here in PWNC. May God bless you! 

 

Peace, 

Byron 
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