
Presbytery of Western North Carolina 

Mission Committee Report – September/October 2021 

The Mission Committee is pleased to report that a proposal submitted to the Leadership Council regarding the 

Eradication of Poverty initiative of our Matthew 25 commitment was received and approved by the council. 

After researching issues of poverty in WNC as well as reading “A bold vision and invitation – Eradicating 

systemic poverty” from the PC USA Matthew 25 website, we see that the Presbytery and churches can 

approach the issue from two directions. First: What Presbytery resources can be utilized in this initiative? 

Second, how do we affectively advocate for change in the systems that create these issues? We, the Mission 

Committee of the Presbytery believe there is a deep call for advocacy in the Matthew 25 tenant of eradicating 

systemic poverty.   

Two accelerants to poverty prevalent in WNC communities are the lack of affordable housing and affordable 

healthcare/healthcare insurance.  The following are recommendations from our committee, accepted by the 

Leadership Council. 

Affordable Housing 

1. We recommend that the Presbytery set a precedent that any church owned property that comes

available or any dissolution of a church body which creates an available property would be

considered for development into affordable housing.

2. When the sale of a Presbytery-owned property is closed, the Mission Committee recommends

that a portion of the sale price of the property be considered for the Mission Division to use in

affordable housing initiatives.

3. We recommend that the Presbytery encourage its member congregations to be advocates for safe,

affordable housing in their communities, by inventorying any unused church property that could be

used for affordable housing, by investigating housing needs and opportunities, by seeking

partnerships with non-profit organizations and private developers, and by calling on local

government bodies and leaders to prioritize the efforts to increase affordable housing.

Affordable Healthcare 

1. Develop a funding stream to contribute to/invest in extinguishing medical debt.

2. We recommend that Presbytery's Council raise the awareness among its member congregations

of the strong links between healthcare costs, medical debt, and poverty, by resourcing

congregations with informational materials highlighting the strategies that faith-based communities

might undertake to relieve the burden of medical debt and bring quality affordable healthcare to

their neighbors in need.
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SAVE THE DATE 

The Presbytery of WNC Peace & Justice 

Committee and the Mission Committee invite 

you to an Advocacy Training 

Hosted by Rev. Jimmie R. Hawkins, Director of 

the PC (USA) Advocacy Offices 

Wednesday, November 3 at 6pm 

Join us as we work through questions such as 

What is advocacy? 

What are the various forms of advocacy? 

What is the scriptural basis for advocacy? 

And more! 
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Hands and Feet Update 

Engaging young adults in transformative mission 

to inspire a lifetime of caring 

INTRODUCING OUR 2021-2022 YAVS 

Our YAVs arrive on Sunday, August 29th and will begin at their work sites 

on Thursday, September 2nd. Please keep them in your thoughts this 

week as they transition to Asheville! 

Alexandra (Alex) Banning 

From: Broken Arrow, OK 

Work Site: AHOPE Day Center 

Follow Alex's Blog 

My name is Alex Banning (she/her). I am a 23-year-old native 

of Broken Arrow, Oklahoma. I graduated from Oklahoma 

State University in 2020 with a Bachelor of Science in history 

and communication studies. In my free time I like to read, 

play board games, hangout with friends and listen to music and podcasts! I also love 

going to museums and casually riding my bicycle. I am so excited to live in Asheville, 

become part of and serve with the community there. I look forward to exploring the Blue 

Ridge Mountains and surrounding area. See you soon, AVL! 
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https://jdavisyav.blogspot.com/
http://www.handsandfeetavl.org/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/yav/sites/asheville/


Meredith Hammerslag 

From: Walton, NY 

Worksite: Just Economics 

Follow Meredith's Blog 

My name is Meredith Hammerslag (she/her). My hometown of 

less than 4000 people is nestled in the Catskill mountains. I 

traveled to Oneonta, NY 25 miles north to get my Bachelors 

degree at SUNY Oneonta in Anthropology. I love to sing as well as play the viola with 

groups in my community, and sewing is a hobby that the women in my family all share. 

I am a excited to return to Asheville as a YAV for a second year of service and continue 

the exploration that I started in the fall of 2019. 

Genevieve Soucek 

From: Dallas, TX 

Worksite: 12 Baskets Cafe 

Follow Genevieve's Blog 

My name is Genevieve Soucek (she/hers) and I grew up in 

Dallas, Texas. I recently completed my undergraduate 

degree at The Ohio State University. While at OSU I majored 

in Medical Anthropology and I minored in German. In my free 

time I enjoy baking and hammocking! I also love traveling when I am able to. During high 

school, I attended the Montreat Youth Conference a couple of times and I fell in love 

with the Asheville area! I am excited to return with the YAV program and work with 

Hands and Feet of Asheville. 

Connect With Us

Hands and Feet of Asheville | 828-773-8880 | E-mail | Website 
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https://iappointedyou.home.blog/
https://genevievesoucekyav.wordpress.com/
https://genevievesoucekyav.wordpress.com/
http://handsandfeetavl@gmail.com/
http://www.handsandfeetavl.org/



