
Relieving Medical Debt

Matthew 25 in Action: 
Eradicating Poverty and Dismantling Racism
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Medical Debt is a significant contributor to poverty 

Every day 79,000,000 Americans have to choose between paying 
their medical bills and basic needs like food and shelter. 

● 66% of all US bankruptcies are tied to medical debt issues
● 25% of all US credit card debt is medical debt
● 19% of US households can not afford to pay for medical care 

right away
● $8,230 is the average spending per person in North Carolina
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Medical Debt also adversely impacts communities 
of color

Medical debt disproportionately impacts communities of color, perpetuating and exacerbating the racial wealth gap 
by draining cash flow that other households without medical debt can save or invest. (The Aspen Institute)

● Journal of American Medical Association: Roughly ⅓ of working-age Black Americans have medical 
debt, compared to ¼ of white Americans

● Past-due medical bills can impact credit scores, which are tied to the ability to get a 
mortgage, start a small business, higher interest rates on loans, as well as determining if one 
is hirable, able to rent an apartment, or the size of their insurance premiums- all of this is tied 
to wealth inequality.  

● 17% of Black Americans (younger than senior citizens) are uninsured (only 12% of White 
Americans in the same age range)

● COVID-19 has unequally affected many racial and ethnic minority groups, putting them more 
at risk of getting sick and dying from covid-19.  The COVID-19 pandemic threatens to worsen 
health disparities and the burden of medical debt on communities of color. Health Care costs 
due to COVID-19 have already left people in severe debt, and layoffs due to COVID leave 
historical numbers of people unemployed and uninsured.  
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What we give is 
more than the 
sum of its parts
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Every $100 donated relieves $10,000 in medical 
debt

RIP Medical Debt uses precise data to pinpoint the medical debt 
of those most in need of relief: households whose incomes are 
less than two times the federal poverty level guideline or are 
insolvent.  Our offerings will serve those in need within the 
geographic boundaries of the Presbytery of Western NC.  RIP 
Medical Debt buys medical debt at a steep discount and together 
we wipe out medical debt.  
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Congregational 
offerings can be sent to 
the Presbytery Office 
marked: 
Medical Debt Relief
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GOD claims Earth and everything in it, 
GOD claims World and all who live on it. (Ps. 24:1, The Message) 

If you asked a young child who the Earth belongs to, what do you think they would say? 

A recent international survey of young people reveals that almost 60% of them are very worried 
about what is happening to the world’s climate.  Even more of them believe that their 
governments are lying about the situation and are not taking seriously the distress that they 
and others are feeling. 

To whom does the Earth belong?  What is our place in it? 

This question is starting to hit close to home.  On August 17, heavy rains from Tropical Storm 
Fred turned the Pigeon River into a raging flood that roared through the Canton, NC 
area. Especially hard-hit was the town of Cruso, where six people died.  This kind of rain and 
flooding used to be unprecedented but is becoming more “common.” 

How do we view the rest of Creation around us, especially here in Western North Carolina? 

Presbytery’s Earth Care Team invites you to talk with other members of your congregations, 
sharing stories about what you do to be good stewards of Creation.  What do you do at home, 
in your church building, your church grounds, your neighborhood or town? 

Our children are watching—and wondering about their future. 

Presbytery’s Earth Care Team is interested in sharing what your church is doing to care for 
God’s creation, especially during a pandemic. Send your church’s story, with photos, to 
wncearthcareteam@gmail.com 

The mission of the WNC Presbytery Earth Care Team is 

to collaborate with churches and their members in the 

Presbytery to become better stewards of God’s creation 

by integrating creation care policies and changes into 

their Christian witness and ministry. 
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