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Report of the General Presbyter 

October 26th, 2021 

 
“The Lord has done great things for us, and we rejoiced.” 

        Psalm 126:3 

 

On October 1st, I marked the one-year anniversary of being your General Presbyter. I will never forget 

making my way from Raleigh to Morganton the evening of September 30, after I officiated my last 

funeral earlier that day for a dear, long-time member of Davie Street Presbyterian Church, the 

congregation I had served. Metaphorically, it was the beginning of a journey that has led me not only 

to reflect on the past, but also to give the Lord praise for the great things the Lord has done. I continue 

to be warmly welcomed here in the Presbytery of Western North Carolina and I look forward to the 

days of walking alongside you in ministry and mission.  

 

As of late, I have mentioned that I have turned a year-old now. I jokingly say I am no longer teething, 

burping, or waking up in the middle of the night. I am now “walking” and continuing to witness not 

only my growth, but our Presbytery’s growth, in faith and ministry. Nowhere is this better exemplified 

than in my visits to congregations. I continue to preach three Sundays each month and I have been 

blessed to worship with Shelby Presbyterian Church the Sunday before their new pastor, Drew 

Mangione, arrived; FPC Hickory, Unity in Denver, Green Street, Rutherfordton, and Calvary 

Presbyterian Church in Asheville, where on October 3rd the congregation began its month-long 

celebration of their 130th anniversary. I am 

grateful to the pastors, officers, and members of 

these churches who have greeted me with such 

love and warmth – and put up with my sermons! 

In addition, it was a joy for me to preach the 

installation service for my friend, Rev. Rob 

Warren, at First PC, Marion. This service was only 

my second installation service, and there will be 

many other forth coming in the near future due to 

the fact that we are receiving many ministers into 

the Presbytery.  

 

I continue to tell others that God is blessing us in other ways as we continue to envision God’s future 

plans for ministry. The General Council approved the formation of a Task Force for Revisioning at its 

May meeting. Since that time, nine people have answered God’s call to serve and we had our initial 

meeting the first full week of October. The purpose of the Task Force is to examine our committee and 

cluster structures, as well as reviewing the suitability of nominating persons to a three-year term of 

service. I ask that you may keep the Task Force in your thoughts and prayers as they begin their work.  
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Another exciting development is the launching of Artisan Church, the Presbytery’s newest worshipping 

community in Lincolnton. Organizing Pastor, Elder Reed Conley, led the first service on September 12th 

with 49 people in worship, including 11 children! We are thankful for God’s leading for this new 

expression of God’s presence in the Lincolnton area. Please keep Reed, his wife and family, and the 

Artisan Church in your prayers. If you would like more information, please visit their website at 

https://theartisanchurch.org/. 

 

There is an old expression, “Idle hands are the devil’s workshop.” So needless to say, I am keeping 

busy! I am working on my newest project, “On the 

Western Front”. This will be a video series on my travels 

to various churches and ministries, providing a short 

glimpse of the people and missions in which we are 

engaged, as well as giving you information about the 

purpose of the Presbytery and what we do. The plan at 

the moment is to compose videos on a weekly basis, so 

please make sure to look at our website, YouTube 

channel, and Presbytery Facebook page for more information! 

 

As I begin my second year around the sun as your General Presbyter, I am greatly blessed and 

encouraged by your support and prayers. I can truly say that “the Lord has done great things for us” 

and we can rejoice! 

 

Peace,  

 

 

Byron 
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