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National Guatemalan News: 

 As of 1/14/22, COVID-19 infections are decreasing in Guatemala, with 765 new infections

reported on average each day.

 That’s 19% of the peak — the highest daily average reported on August 24.

 There have been 832,956 infections and 17,350 coronavirus-related deaths reported in the

country since the pandemic began.

Updates from our Sister Presbyteries: 

a. Continue to experience COVID within the more “urban” church areas. Suchi now reports

minimal cases in their most rural churches.

b. Churches continue to adapt worship and pastoral care to adhere to public health mandates,

which has created a strain on pastors.

c. The National church and presbyteries will be experienced leadership changes throughout the

1st quarter of 2022. The PWNC will distribute updated contact lists upon receipt from our

partners.

d. Both presbyteries have distributed the scholarship, project, and administrative funds the

PWNC sent in November/December 2021 that was allocated for 2022 partnership activities.

Upcoming Partnership Activities 

May 12-21 Leadership Trip to Guatemala 

After nearly two years without traveling to Guatemala, the PWNC is excited to reconnect with our 

brothers and sisters in Guatemala.  Please keep Marie Palacios (Coordinator), Pastor Kevin Frederick 

(Committee Chair), Pastor Linda Abel (Committee Chair-Elect), Pastor Ellen Dozier 

(Education/Microloan representative) in prayers throughout the planning and travel process. 

The primary aims of the trip are to: 

1. Re-connect with partnership committees in both our sister Presbyteries

2. Engage with new leadership (Partnership committee turnover is happening in all presbyteries)

3. Visit Guatemalan churches praying for a sister church match in PWNC

4. Strengthen special projects in the areas of microloans, Men in the Mirror programs, health,

and education.
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Fall Delegation Trip Planning 

Currently, the PWNC is assessing interest and planning for an end-of-year delegation trip to 

Guatemala. Tentative dates are either Nov 10-17 or Dec 1-8. If interested, please email Marie 

Palacios: at pwncguatemala@gmail.com 

Guatemala Leadership Team Activities: 

Our PWNC Guatemala Partnership Committee recognizes that we operated in “reaction mode” over 

the past year, seeking ways to offer hope and relief to members of our sister Presbyteries. In 2022, 

we are excited to begin planning for the partnership’s future and sharing the many ways individuals 

and churches within the PWNC can engage in this meaningful ministry. This spring, we will undergo a 

series of focused strategic planning sessions to outline goals for the coming year. 

 We have hosted three virtual partnership gatherings online in 2022. (One with all three sister

presbyteries, one with Suchi, and one with Sur.) Those meetings were fairly well attended

with an average 20-35 members of the PWNC attending and 5-10 members from each partner

presbytery.

 We distributed a hard copy of the Passport to Partnership (P2P) via mail to all PWNC churches

in 2021. (To download a copy visit: https://www.presbyterywnc.org/mission/guatemala-

partnership

 The sub-committee had minimal meetings in 2021 due to the pandemic, absence of

delegation trips, and other conflicts. The goal is to “regroup and plan for a productive 2022.

 One priority for 2022 includes the renewal of church-to-church covenants using electronic

signature software such as Hello Sign.

 Additional priorities for 2022 include maximizing opportunities for churches in the PWNC and

Guatemala to engage in a meaningful way. (Gatherings, photos, e-blasts, interpreter support,

translation support, etc.)

 Our leadership team and sub-committee team members intend to engage in a focused

strategic planning process in the second quarter to assess current realities and establish

impact goals.

Sub-Committee Updates: 

1. Health Projects

During the Covid pandemic, when health and nutritional risks in Guatemala are worse even
than they had been previously, the Partnership is grateful for the support offered by this
presbytery, primarily through contributions through the 5 cents / meal program, but also
through various churches and individuals.  This support allows our brothers and sisters in Sur
and Suchi to receive:

a. health workshops for community health promoters.
b. anti-parasitic medications, vitamins, and nutritional supplements for children.
c. fuel-efficient stoves.
d. education and supplies to mitigate Covid risks.
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e. staples and emergency support for families in particular need due to the impact of the
pandemic.

f. we will be working this year to initiate scholarships for partners interested in health
professions.

2. Education

The education committee has established the second Tuesday of every other month as a regular

meeting date unless a special meeting it called to attend to urgent matters. The next meeting is

scheduled for May 17th at 9:30 am via zoom.

Current sub-committee priorities are as follows:

 Strengthen our relationship with all other committees

 Strengthen the relationship between our presbytery here and the two in Guatemala as a

whole, and as committees working together

 Our partner churches here need to better mentor and regularly communicate with the partner

churches in Guatemala.

 Some churches here need to mentor new partnerships there.

3. Men in the Mirror-

In the last few months, Men in the Mirror has continued to strive to set up a Zoom conference

call with a foundation for fundraising through the PCUSA Mission Agency and there have been

repeated delays in establishing the proper contacts through the denomination, but we are

urged for the past five months to remain patient. In the meantime, we are constructing

contacts through other agencies and are trying to build a web page through contacts in

Guatemala and much groundwork will be laid during the May Partnership team meeting there

one of which includes a collaborative effort with the Presbyterian Women’s Organization of

Western NC and the Microcredit loan program run by ADEGHUA. We are still developing ways

to communicate using Zoom and developing our network there. We are still working to train

Police Chaplains for the National Police Force of Guatemala and now also of Colombia South

America and have started some satellite groups of men in Venezuela. Churches interested in

the transformational work of Men in the Mirror on families can schedule a speaking

engagement by contacting Kevin Frederick to come to your congregation.

MALAWI AFRICA: challenge gift of 4,000.00 dollars was given to translate and edit the Men in

the Mirror Curriculum into Chichewa for use in the Nkhoma Synod in Malawi, Africa. The

edited version was developed by a Malawian Presbyterian who serves a church in Canada and

is the son of a former pastor of the Nkhoma church community It will be available in June and

will then be ready for layout and artwork for printing this fall. Kevin Frederick will be traveling

to Malawi to initiate the training of 80 facilitators in 2023. Any churches who have supported

Barbara Nagy in the past are encouraged to make a gift to Men in the Mirror through the

Presbytery office.

4. PW Microloan-see attached
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GUATEMALA MICROLOAN PROJECT UPDATE: FEBRUARY 2022

GRANTS BEING WRITTEN TO FUND TWO NEW 

GROUPS 

The project benefits not only women, but husbands and 

families as well. In many cases, families work cooperatively in 

the business ventures. Churches and communities also benefit 

when women are strengthened and learn new skills.  The 

global pandemic has affected the women, their families and 

everyone in Guatemala as it has in all the world. In spite of the 

obstacles of illness, limitations on travel and meeting together, 

school closures, mental and emotional concerns the women in 

the microloan groups have found creative ways to change their 

businesses to meet current needs, and the staff of ADEHGUA 

has used technology in creative ways to encourage and guide 

the women. Inflation is especially affecting the women and 

families at this time so there is additional hardship. 

Covid Emergency Funds from special donations last year are currently being used for internet 
services in the communities of El Progreso and Santo Domingo.  This is expected to be for a period 
of 6 months to assist students with their remote studies while school is in session.  Keeping youth 
in school helps them stay in their communities and find a future there.  

PRAYER PARTNERS NEEDED A unique aspect of the project is 
that each participant has someone from the PWNC who is 
praying specifically for her, and vice versa. This project and these 
prayer partnerships have formed close connections and 
relationships. As we are in prayer for our sisters in Guatemala, 
they also are in prayer for us. The prayer support is important to 
them as they know their sisters in Christ care about them and lift 
them up. During the violent storms in WNC last year, we heard 
from them as they prayed for us and our safety as well. 

Since new groups may start, and a few women need partners 

currently, volunteer to pray! Contact Sue Barrett at 

suebar@comporium.net. She will match you and give 

information about your Guatemalan woman.  

From One NC Prayer Partner: I am in partnership with Evelia, who is a microloan recipient receiving funds 

to support her small poultry and swine industry. Our church has supported this program but having a 

personal connection has made this program even more vital for me and hopefully for Evelia as well. I am 

glad to demonstrate the power behind our involvement, by letting her know her work is supported by 

prayer.          Rev. Tempe Fussell, Franklin, prayer partner to Evelia of Las Animas 

Yolanda holding a photo of her prayer partner, 
Gloria Hickson. 
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ORDER NOW: GUATEMALA MICROLOAN PROJECT NOTE CARDS 

This is a time that staying connected, being in touch, is deeply meaningful. Sharing stories of 

hope and encouragement with others lifts us all.  The Guatemala Microloan Project is making 

available two sets of three note cards each with photos of Guatemalan women who, despite their 

struggles, have faith and hope for themselves and their families and communities. Each set of 

three cards costs $10.00 or purchase all six for $20.00. These are blank on the inside for your own 

notes and also make nice gifts for Mother’s Day or other occasions.   

On the back of the card is the statement: 

Proceeds from the sale of this card benefit the 
Guatemala Microloan Project. Women in the 
project receive loans to develop or expand small 
businesses. The goal is for participants to grow in 
self-esteem, hope, and freedom, and to develop 
sources of income for themselves and their 
families.  For more information visit 
www.guatemalamicroloanproject.org or  
our "Guatemala Microloan Project" Facebook 
page. 

Any of the cards can be purchased and sent to you by contacting: Sandra Teubner at 

steubner@charter.net. Please share this info and take orders for your PW group or congregation. 

Thank you for your continued support and prayers for this project and our sisters in Guatemala. 

A special thank you to Jade Baker of Walnut Creative for designing these beautiful cards. 

___________________________________________________ 

SHARE THE NEED and the GOOD NEWS If your PW, Circle or Church would like a Zoom presentation, 

or a short video for a Minute for Mission in worship, or for a more extensive program: Contact Moderator 

Mary Louise Forsythe at 828-684-0643 or mlbforsythe@gmail.com.  

There is need, and all help provided is appreciated. Contribute to Guatemala Microloan Project; make 

checks payable to PW PWNC and send to Heather Hudson, 4 Northvalley Dr., Weaverville, NC 28787 

Follow us on our Facebook page Guatemala Microloan Project for weekly updates. 
Check out videos, content, and stories (and donate via the Donate Button)  

on our website:  www.GuatemalaMicroloanProject.org 
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