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Report on Synod of the Mid-Atlantic 249th Virtual Stated Meeting 

March 18, 2022 

Dot Descieux, Ruling Elder Commissioner 
 

Due to continued Covid restrictions, the usually two-day Synod meeting in Richmond was again tailored 

to a six-hour virtual meeting. The Moderator was Teaching Elder Stephen Scott. The theme was 

Matthew 25: “Jesus, Politics, and Advocacy.” 

 

It is our custom to acknowledge ownership of the land at each meeting.  This was done by Teaching 

Elder Cassandra Thomas from Coastal Carolina Presbytery. The following are some of her words. 

 
In 1885, the Lumbee tribe was recognized as Indian by the State of North Carolina. The tribe has 

sought full federal recognition from the United States Government since 1888. In 1956, Congress 

passed the Lumbee Act, which recognized the tribe as Indian. However, the Act withheld the full 

benefits of federal recognition from the tribe. Efforts are currently underway to pass federal 

legislation that grants full recognition to the Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina. Anyone can click on 

the following link to identify Native Tribes in your area.  https://native-land.ca/ 

 

The Keynote Address was given by Teaching Elder Jimmie Hawkins, Director of the Presbyterian 

Office of Public Witness in Washington, DC. Here is a summary of his address. 
 

During a time of intense political rancor, how do Presbyterians put their faith into action in the 

public arena? We quickly separate the sacred from the secular and politics from the church, never 

seeing the intersectionality of who we are as Disciples of Christ. Rev. Hawkins will guide the 

Assembly into a conversation on discipleship and spirituality. Advocacy is addressing the issue of 

justice which is a biblical mandate. God is a God of justice and throughout scripture, there is a call, 

and command for justice to be demonstrated by individuals and nations. He will challenge us to see 

justice advocacy as a spiritual discipline (Mt 23:23) and an element of discipleship. He will help us 

connect advocacy with our faith. It is a matter of faith in a Lord who cared for “the least of these” 

and commanded that we not only help to feed people, but enable people to feed themselves, to have 

healthcare, to provide for their children who are children of God. 

 

 

Other items of interest: 

 Grants Committee is moving toward favoring Small Church applications requesting help for 

service and outreach, and less with property repairs and related issues. 

 Per capita is not increasing at this time. 

 Stated Clerk Warren Lesane is planning a Sabbatical Leave around the end of the year. 
 

 

A Focus on Presbytery Matthew 25 Efforts Across the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic 
During the 246th Synod Meeting, the Assembly approved $150,000.00 to support presbyteries efforts to  

(a) Become a Matthew 25 Presbytery, and/or to 

(b) Move Matthew 25 within the presbytery to a next level, and/or to 

(c) Assist Churches in becoming Matthew 25 Congregations.  

 

Of the total amount, $52,500.00 is designated exclusively for the development of people of color leadership skills. (Covid-19 

has vividly illustrated existing disparities between Black, Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPIC). While the nation is becoming 

more and more a nation with predominance of BIPIC, the PCUSA continues to be a 90% white church.) 
 

   

Save the Date!   

250th Synod Assembly September 12-13, 2022 

If the Way Be Clear – An In-Person Meeting with Hybrid Capability 

https://native-land.ca/

