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GENERAL COUNCIL 

Hal Bennett, Chair 

July 30, 2022 

The General Council of the Presbytery makes the following recommendations: 

1. THAT the Presbytery join the General Council in the Resolution of Appreciation

(General Council Attachment 1) for the service of Billy Robinson as Associate

Presbyter and that it be included as part of the permanent record of the Presbytery of

Western North Carolina. (General Council Attachment 1)

FOR YOUR INFORMATION: 

2. THAT the General Council approved the repaying of PILP Mortgage Grants of five

churches within the Presbytery at a 35% discount.

3. THAT the General Council approved with advice from the Finance Committee to 
designate $200,000.00 from the sale of church properties to Affordable Housing projects 

across the Presbytery. And, that the Mission Committee develops and administers the 

grant process, creating application forms, publicizing the grants, and more. That the 

Mission Committee would evaluate and approve grant requests and then forward them 

to the General Council for final approval.

4. THAT the General Council approved with advice from the Finance Committee to 
designate a total of $50,000.00 from the sale of church properties to the Artisan Church 

over the next four (4) years at $12,500.00 per year. This would allow the Artisan 

Church to invest more heavily in evangelism/outreach, youth and children’s ministry 

and technology needs over the next four years. This is in addition to the

$165,000 over five years previously committed to Artisan Church.

5. THAT the General Council approved with advice from the Finance Committee to 
designate a total of $200,000.00 from the sale of church properties to support New 
Church Development across the Presbytery.

6. THAT the General Council approved with advice from the Finance Committee that an 
annual review be conducted of available funds from the sale of church properties to 
determine if any adjustments (either up or down) should be recommended for the 
support of Affordable Housing and New Church Development.

7. THAT the General Council approved the guarantee of a loan as Co-Borrower in the 

amount of $48,000 for First Presbyterian Church, Burnsville, NC, from Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.) Investment and Loan Program.

8. THAT a list of upcoming events of the Presbytery can be found on the back of the 
Presbytery Docket.

9. THAT the General Council will welcome an invitation from a church or an institution 
willing to host the Presbytery meeting in October 2023 and October 2024. 
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 10.  THAT the following dates have been set for 2022, 2023 and 2024 Presbytery Meetings: 

2022 

Saturday, July 30, 2022 – Virtual 

Tuesday, October 25, 2022 – Waldensian Presbyterian Church 

2023 

Saturday, January 28, 2023 - Virtual 

Tuesday, April 25, 2023 – Montreat Conference Center 

Saturday, July 29, 2023 - Virtual 

Tuesday, October 24, 2023 – Seeking Host Location 

2024 

Saturday, January 27, 2024 – Virtual 

Tuesday, April 30, 2024 – Montreat Conference Center 

Saturday, July 27, 2024 – Virtual 

Tuesday, October 29, 2024 – Seeking Host Location 

 

 11. THAT the General Council granted permission to the Trinity Presbyterian Church, 

Hendersonville, NC, to sell real property identified as 0.53 acres on Little River Trail, 

420 in the city of Eastonton, Putnam County, GA 31024. The property was donated to 

Trinity Presbyterian Church by Elizabeth Brown Sloop, widow of the late Rev. Stephen 

J. Sloop, who was a retired PCUSA Minister of the Word and Sacrament. 

 

 12. THAT the General Council reports approval of the following Regional and 

International Nickel-A-Meal Hunger Grants: 

 

REGIONAL REQUESTS 

      Agency          Request Amount  Approved Amount 

Asheville Poverty Initiative $8,500 $8,500 

Dulatown Community Food 

Pantry 

$7,500 $7,500 

 

Canton Community Kitchen $10,000 $10,000 

Haywood Community 

Learning 

Center 

$6,000 $6,000 

 

Homebound Mobile 

Grocery 

Sharing House - Brevard 

$10,000 $10,000 

Matt’s Ministry $5,000 $5,000 

 

INTERNATIONAL REQUESTS 

Nkhoma Hospital - Malawi 

(baby formula) 

$35,159.70 $11,000 

 

Funds Available $58,517.64 

Funds Used Spring 2022 $58,000.00 

Funds Remaining for future grants $     517.64 

 



GENERAL COUNCIL ATTACHMENT 1 
Resolution of Appreciation 

 
WHEREAS the Rev. William Blount (Billy) Robinson who was nominated and elected at the 
meeting of the Presbytery of Western North Carolina on October 25, 2016 as Associate 
Presbyter for Mission, Witness & Church Support, has served the presbyter with integrity, 
passion, and faithfulness. 
 
AND WHEREAS by providing support and leadership for the Mission/Outreach Development 
Division, Billy has evidenced and promoted a keen sense of the concerns of the Peace and 
Justice, Hunger, and Missions committees as they summoned presbytery as a whole to this 
common work. Moreover, Billy has also supported the Malawi Ministry team in that crucial 
aspect of our ministry, as well as championing the cause of campus ministry with special 
support for the Board of the UKirk Ministry at Western Carolina University. 
 
AND WHEREAS Billy has embraced major responsibilities in the Congregational Development 
Division by working effectively with the Smaller Membership Churches and the Evangelism 
committees, helping them find effective ways to integrate their ministries to maximize their 
effectiveness. Additionally, he has undergirded the work of the Church Formation and 
Transformation Committee as it has sought to revitalize congregations of the presbytery and 
explored opportunities for developing New Worshipping Communities and New Church 
Development. 
 
AND WHEREAS beyond this work with presbytery’s committees, Billy has given direct support 
and encouragement to many congregations within the presbytery, helping them find needed 
pastoral leadership, exploring ways of sharing and merging ministries, imagining new ways in 
which they might undertake ministry, preaching the good news of God in their worship 
services, and stimulating the resolution of difficulties arising from time to time. In all seasons 
Billy has been a supportive pastoral presence to ministers, but especially amid the dislocations 
and disorientation caused by the pandemic. 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that the General Council of the Presbytery of Western 
North Carolina records its deep appreciation to Billy Robinson for work well done and ministry 
faithfully carried out, expresses its confidence that the fruit of his labors will persist in the life 
and ministry of presbytery, wishes him Godspeed in the next chapter of his ministry, and invites 
the members of presbytery meeting at its 132nd Stated Meeting on July 30, 2022 to join in this 
resolution of appreciation and gratitude. 
 
Adopted by General Council, July 13, 2022. 
Hal Bennett, chair 


