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Respectfully submitted by: Marie Palacios, PWNC Guatemala Partnership Coordinator 

Updates our Guatemala brothers and sisters: 

After nearly three years without travel, it was such a blessing to reconnect with our brothers 

and sisters in Guatemala! Between May 12-22nd I traveled with Pastor Kevin Frederick 

(Committee Chair), Pastor Linda Abel (Committee Chair-Elect), and Rev. Ellen Dozier 

(Education/Microloan representative) to engage in meaningful work of the Guatemala 

Partnership. A brief synopsis of the trip is outlined below, but we look forward to sharing 

photos, stories, and videos during the July Presbytery meeting. (A copy of the PowerPoint 

presentation and videos is available upon request!) 

During our time together we were able to: 

1. Re-connect with partnership committees in both our sister Presbyteries.

Our small team met with both the Executive committees, Guatemala partnership

committees, and sub-committees (health and education) from both Sur Occidente and

Suchitepéquez. The meetings involved lots of fellowship and some “formal reporting.”

We all felt the importance of connecting at a personal level after so long apart and

enjoyed sharing meals around the table at the national seminary in San Felipe.  Both Sur

and Suchi shared that while COVID impacted many of their churches, nearly all those

who fell ill recovered.

2. Engage with new leadership at the Presbytery and partnership levels.

While there are a few new faces on the Guatemala partnership committees, most long-

term leaders from both Sur and Suchi, simply rotated into roles in new committees

where they continue to engage in partnership activities.

3. Visit Guatemalan churches

I (Marie Palacios) had the unique opportunity to visit six church communities during the

May trip. In Sur Occidente, I spent time in the following churches: El Cordero de Dios

(sister church with Columbus PC), and Monte Sion (prayerfully awaiting a sister church

match). I also was able to visit some elders in the community of Arca de Noe (sister

church with Banner Elk PC). In Suchitepéquez, I spent time in the following three

churches: Bethesda (sister church of Dallas PC), Iglesia Genezeret (sister church of
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Quaker Meadows), and Jesus Fuente de Agua Viva (prayerfully awaiting a sister church 

match.  

Additionally, Pastor Linda Abel visited Hayesville PC’s sister church “Jesus el Buen 

Pastor” near Coatepeque. Rev Ellen Dozier and Rev. Kevin Frederick fellowshipped with 

“Iglesia Nueva Esperanza” (sister church of Burnsville PC) near the national seminary in 

San Felipe.  Kevin preached during the morning service while Ellen shared greetings and 

enjoyed seeing many dear friends. 

 

4. Strengthen special projects in the areas of microloans, Men in the Mirror programs, 

health, and education. (See the Report from Rev. Ellen Dozier below.) 

 

May 2022 Trip Overview Shared by Rev. Ellen Dozier 

I focused on Education and Micro Loan concerns while in Guatemala – 

1. Met with Education Committees from Sur Occidente and Suchitepéquez, Sur recently 

reorganized their committee so it was good to meet new members. Plans for a Zoom 

call with Joint Education Committee (3 presbyteries) later this summer. 

 

2. Visited two public schools in Santo Domingo where we have provided funds for books 

for libraries and training for teachers for the past 8 years. What a joy to see the 

creativity and faithfulness of the teachers, administrators, parents and children as 

reading has become an important part of their school day and their lives. 

 

3. Met with ADEHGUA (group that administers the Micro Loan Project) staff and Kevin 

Frederick and Mateo Gonzalez from Men in the Mirror to work on a pilot project 

together, went with ADEHGUA staff to Morelia the community where a new Micro Loan 

group is being planned; time to talk with staff about plan for the future of Micro Loan 

Project, meeting with ADEHGUA and staff of CEDEPCA to plan for coordinated work with 

women. 

 

Despite the pandemic, dire economic situation in Guatemala, climate change bringing 

more heavy rains, corruption in government, I was so grateful to experience the 

resilience, commitment, creativity of Mildre, Flor and Reyna (the ADEHGUA staff). We 

are blessed to be able to work with and support these women as they seek to be and to 

bring signs of God’s kingdom of peace, justice, and abundance for all in Guatemala. 

 

Fall Delegation Trip Planning 

The PWNC is planning a delegation trip for December 1-8, 2022. There are limited spaces 

available. If interested, please email Marie Palacios: at pwncguatemala@gmail.com 
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Guatemala Microloan Project Report  

 

What has your committee accomplished in the past quarter? 
Ellen Dozier traveled to Guatemala where she: 

 Met with ADEHGUA staff (group that administers the Microloan Project) and Kevin Frederick 
and Mateo Gonzalez from Men in the Mirror to work on a pilot project involving husbands and 
sons of microloan participants. 

 Accompanied ADEHGUA staff to Morelia where a new Microloan group is being planned. 

 Talked with staff about current conditions and future plans for the Microloan Project. 

 Arranged a meeting between ADEHGUA and staff of CEDEPCA to plan for coordinated work. 
 
What are you currently working on? 

 Finalizing plans for a new group to begin soon at Arca de Noé church in Morelia (Banner Elk 
partner church). 

 Continuing to develop the pilot project with Men in the Mirror. 

 Developing plans to continue support of the original groups when they complete their 
participation in the Microloan Project. 

 
How can people be involved in the work of your committee? 

 Pray for the administrators and participants in the Microloan Project. Contact 
suebar@comporium.net to serve as a prayer partner for one of the women in the new group. 

 Learn more: 
o Contact Mary Louise Forsythe, mlbforsythe@gmail.com, to arrange a program. 
o Check out videos, content, and stories at www.GuatemalaMicroloanProject.org 
o Follow us on Facebook: Guatemala Microloan Project for weekly updates. 

 Contribute to the Guatemala Microloan Project online or make checks payable to PW PWNC and 

send to Heather Hudson, 4 Northvalley Dr., Weaverville, NC 28787. 

 Purchase Microloan Project Note Cards; 3 cards for $10. To order contact Sandra Teubner at 
steubner@charter.net. 
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