
GP-1 
 

Report of the General Presbyter 

July 7, 2022 

 
“What in the world is going on here?” 

-Anonymous 

 

Many of you may be familiar with the above saying. Most of the time it is used when someone is 

bewildered about what is happening in front of their eyes or when you don’t exactly know what is going 

on. This saying is apropos of what is going on in our world today. There are so many things that are going 

on that have caused us to become bewildered and confused. Some of you may be asking the same in 

terms of what is going on in our Presbytery (PWNC).  I can tell you we are doing quite a bit! 

 

Presbytery staff: There are upcoming changes in our staff. Many of you are aware that our Associate 

Presbyter, Billy Robinson, has resigned. Billy has been an integral member of the staff and built 

relationships with many people and committees. Two of our Presbytery Associates will also leave in the 

near future. Barbara Ross will leave her position at the end of this year and Charles Davenport will retire 

effective August 31st. All three have been integral members of the Presbytery staff and I am grateful for 

their years of service. Please join me in expressing thanks for their time with PWNC.  

 

Revisioning Task Force: They are continuing their work in two separate teams, Design and Committee. 

The first one is examining our overall structure and the second team will review and examine our 

presbytery committees. Also to keep you updated, members of the Task Force will write articles about 

our progress and their experiences at least each month via our Friday weekly eNews updates, website, 

and Presbytery Facebook page. Please keep them in your prayers as they continue their work. 

 

Pastoral Leadership Support: One of my goals is to discover ways to support pastoral leaders in our 

churches. I have begun a special “On the Western Front” video series interviewing coaches, Spiritual 

Directors, and therapists for distribution to all in the PWNC through our social media outlets. I have 

interviewed George and Beverly Thompson (Presbytery of Western North Carolina) and PCUSA pastor 

Debbie Carl (Netherlands). These will be edited and shown soon. I look forward to interviewing others 

as well. In addition, two of our honorably retired ministers, Steve Eason and Lewis Galloway, will work 

on facilitating pastoral cohorts to address the challenge of ministry. Be on the lookout for more 

information soon! 

 

Church Visitations: It is my joy to visit and worship with our congregations. I have either preached or 

worshipped with Quaker Meadows, Dulatown, and Oak Forest churches and Grace Ridge Retirement 

Community here in Morganton. I have also met with the Session and/or Pastor Nominating Committee 

of FPC Hickory, Morrison, and Waldensian churches. My calendar is filling up, so if you would like me to 

visit/preach at your church just let me know! 
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Church Leadership School: On Saturday, June 4th, I attended my first Church Leadership School (CLS) 

graduation, which was held at Quaker Meadows Presbyterian in Morganton. We celebrated the two 

graduates and had wonderful fellowship. Many thanks go to Elder Kerry Border, Dean of the CLS, and 

the instructors who take time from their schedules to teach. This is a great program and I highly 

encourage Ruling Elders and church members to check this out! 

 

As you can see, there is a lot going on here in PWNC and our world. As we all ponder the question, “What 

in the world is going on here?” my hope and prayer are that instead of becoming bewildered and 

confused, we will be amazed that in the midst of all, Jesus Christ has promised to be with us. May it be 

so. 

 

Peace, 

 

 


