
Report from the 225th General Assembly of the PCUSA) 
Rev. Whit Malone – Teaching Elder Commissioner 

Presbytery of Western North Carolina 

For such a time as this. Though the theme of this year’s Assembly was “From Lament to Hope,” 
I was frequently reminded of Mordecai’s words to Queen Esther throughout the 225th meeting 
of our General Assembly. First, because of the unprecedented way that the Assembly held its 
meeting. Online worship. In-person committee meetings. Zoom plenaries. Technology 
everywhere! It was an amazing experience. Reflecting on the fact that the 224th GA meeting 
(2020) was “essential business only” due to COVID, Stated Clerk, J. Herbert Nelson, II repeatedly 
thanked and commended our national staff for their creativity and hard work which allowed 
the important work of our denomination as disciples of Christ to continue during these 
unprecedented times. 

Second, “for such a time as this” because of the nature and content of much of the “business” 
that came before this year’s Assembly. There was a gravity and a sense of urgency to many of 
the overtures. From seeking to find equitable and sustainable ways to finance the ongoing 
mission and ministry of our denomination to addressing gun and intimate partner violence, 
from completely revising the Rules of Discipline in our Book of Order to whether to divest in 
energy corporations whose practices fall outside of our established criteria, from deciding on a 
model for future General Assembly meetings to affirming reproductive justice and access to all 
forms of medical care just days after the Supreme Court’s decision overturning Roe v. Wade.    

This gravity and sense of urgency was particularly present in the work of the Race and Gender 
Justice Committee to which I was assigned. In the end, we sent nine overtures to the Assembly 
which focused on the intersecting realities of injustice and inequities faced by communities of 
color, Indigenous people and women and transgender people. In response the Assembly voted 
to offer an apology and clear signs of repentance to African-Americans for the sin of slavery and 
its legacy, to affirm that racism is a public health crisis and to work toward complete health 
equity, to identify and root out white supremacy at every level of the Presbyterian Church, and 
to encourage the church to “walk our talk” by understanding the importance of reparative 
justice (reparations) and to make material expressions of our faith commitments.  

Certainly, one of my many takeaways from this assembly (much like my previous experience in 
2004) is that for a relatively small denomination, the PC (USA) has a very large footprint of 
ministry and mission. We aspire to be a part of the Body of Christ which strives to do justice, 
love mercy, and walk humbly with God. And that as our Stated Clerk, Rev. Dr. Nelson, 
continually reminded us, we are a people who must always “walk by faith not by sight.” We do 
not know what the future holds,” he said, “but we do know who holds the future.” 

I am grateful to the presbytery for the opportunity to serve in this way. 
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225th General Assembly Commissioner’s Report 

June 17-21, 2022 & July 5th-July9th 2022 

Rev. Dana Seiler  

This year our General Assembly was held in a unique format, with committee work occurring in 

person (in Louisville, KY) over a span of 4-5 days, and plenary occurring online over the span of 

5 days. The Assembly planning team (and leaders) did a wonderful job of ensuring voices were 

heard, while also ensuring everyone’s safety due to Covid.  

As a commissioner, I had the privilege of witnessing Presbyterian polity hard at work as I served 

on the Rules of Discipline committee.  This committee had 7 items of business, with an agenda 

to cover these items of business within 5 days.  I am happy to report that our committee 

concluded its work within 2 days.  During those 2 days, we discussed hard topics, such as 

changing the time limits (in the Rules of Discipline) for filing an allegation in a disciplinary case.  

We discussed an overture pertaining to the judicial process that will now allow for all judicial 

processes to continue, regardless if someone has renounced their jurisdiction.   

These were big topics our committee wrestled with and ones that will be having far-reaching 

implications.  However, I would say the work achieved at the plenary was far more impactful.   

The work at plenary stretched late into the night with hard and controversial topics regarding 

divestment from fossil fuels, adding an anti-racism policy in our councils with suggested 

training, appointing a task force to develop a new confession in light of racism (in North 

America), and calling for the PCUSA to renounce and condemn racism against Asian 

Americans, Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders.   

I am proud of the work that was achieved during the 225th General Assembly.  I am grateful to 

have been part of these discussions and to have served my denomination in this way. 
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225th General Assembly Commissioner’s Report 
June 19th – July 9th, 2022 

Collin Caldwell 

When Cam Murchison asked if I would be interested in being a commissioner to this 225th 
General Assembly, I was beyond ecstatic. I had been a commissioner to the 224th in 2020; but due to 
the Covid pandemic, that General Assembly was much abbreviated, and I was not able to fully enjoy 
the experience of GA: the experience of going and being a part of the largest body of our 
connectional church, to fellowship with siblings from across the denomination and worship our God 
together. At General Assembly, we come together and decide what it means to be the PC(USA) and 
determine how we present ourselves to the World as a people living into “the lively, joyous reality of 
the grace of God” (Book of Order F-1.0204) and fulfill our commissioning to be a people of Energy, 
Imagination, Intelligence, and Love. 

The theme for this General Assembly was “From Lament to Hope,” and as a body we came 
together to Lament the tragic events of the last few years and we looked forward into the future with 
Hope, knowing that “that nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” (A Brief Statement of Faith) 

I served on the Immigration Committee, a committee with one of the smallest slates of items 
before it, but these items were not small in heart or effect. We heard from refugees and Dreamers, 
immigration lawyers and officials from throughout the denomination’s offices and committees, we 
reviewed the history of the United States’ and the PC(USA)’s relationship to immigrants, we discussed 
what it meant to be a people called to love our neighbor as ourselves, and we remembered that 
Christ himself was an immigrant in Egypt for a time, fleeing from Herod’s slaughter of children. I, as 
an Indigenous person, spoke up during the committee and upheld that “no one is illegal on stolen 
land.” 

Three of our four items passed in the Consent Agenda, including a resolution calling on legal 
experts, translators, and interpreters in our denomination to receive training in asylum law, and to 
establish a network of attorneys “to ensure the alleviation of the suffering of immigrants and people 
seeking asylum.” [IMM-03] The fourth item – IMM-06 – was pulled from the Consent Agenda, though 
it did later pass after being amended. IMM-06 declared “the PC(USA) to be a “Sanctuary and 
Accompaniment Church” that encourages its congregations, mid councils, and members to support 
immigrants, refugees, asylum seekers, and their children, and to resist efforts by the government to 
separate families.” [IMM-06.08] 

This GA did a lot of good work continuing the PC(USA)’s long standing example of Social 
Witness policy, enacting several measures that, following Christ’s charge to “go, and do likewise” 
after the parable of the Good Samaritan, encourage us to take care of each other and Creation. 
During one of the plenaries, Stated Clerk Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson spoke of a need to “shake up the 
world,” and that is what we aimed to do. 

Throughout, several items which were passed generated a lot of discussion, including: 

o POL-10 came from the Committee on Polity, which was moderated by our very own
Sarah Thornburg. POL-10 is a resolution that amends G3.0106 and says that “All
councils shall adopt and implement the following policies: a sexual harassment and
misconduct policy, a nonsexual harassment policy, a child and youth protection policy,
and an antiracism policy.” POL-10 also includes the suggestion that “the Presbyterian
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Mission Agency create and/or provide template policies for use and adoption by 
councils of the church.” 

o ENV-10 placed Chevron, ExxonMobil, Marathon Petroleum, Phillips 66 and Valero
Energy on the General Assembly Divestment/Proscription List “until their actions
comply with the General Assembly’s established criteria.”

o HSB-11 upheld that women and pregnant persons are full moral agents, and supported
their moral capacity to decide for themselves whether to continue or end a pregnancy.
It also rejects any attempts of the government to prevent or limit those persons from
receiving healthcare essential to their bodily autonomy, like contraceptives and
abortion care.

o FIN-10 created a commission that will unify the Office of the General Assembly and the
Presbyterian Mission Agency “to be aligned in mission, purpose and the use of
resources.” (Valerie Young)

o INT-02 recognized “that the government of Israel’s laws, policies, and practices
regarding the Palestinian people fulfill the international legal definition of apartheid.”

o HSB-06 amended G-2.0804, adding that terms of call “shall include provision for a
minimum of 12 weeks paid family medical leave…”

Finally, GA-MC-15 decided that the 226th GA in Salt Lake City will consist of online committee 
meetings and in-person plenaries. Seventeen YAAD’s (Young Adult Advisory Delegates) wrote a letter 
asking commissioners to reconsider the decision, writing that “We believe that in the spirit of time 
management, important issues were unintentionally rushed and the diverse set of voices that would 
have helped inform and advise the assembly were dismissed…The options that were presented to the 
assembly by [the Committee on the Office of the General Assembly] were nuanced and deserved 
sufficient debate.” This motion to reconsider failed, and in agreement with the YAAD’s, I submitted a 
Dissent to its failure. 

I am forever grateful for the trust and opportunities that the Presbytery of Western North 
Carolina has given me in commissioning me to two consecutive GAs, and I look forward to future calls 
to the PWNC’s service. 

Collin Caldwell 

Bryson City Presbyterian Church 
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225th General Assembly Commissioner’s Report 
Sarah Thornburg 

I was privileged to represent the Presbytery of WNC at the 225th General Assembly.  I have long been 
curious about this idea of a national gathering of commissioners who work in a democratic fashion to 
effect change in the PC(USA) church, and my inaugural delegate experience did not disappoint! 

I served as Chair of the Polity Committee, which met in person in Louisville in June during the first wave 
of committee meetings.  By virtue of being in the first wave, commissioners from this first set of 
committees were able to participate in person at the initial plenary sessions on Saturday, June 18, as well 
as the Juneteenth worship service on Sunday, June 19.   

One of the highlights of my time in Louisville was hearing J Herbert Nelson preach at the Juneteenth 
service.  He insisted that Juneteenth offered an opportunity for national repentance and reconciliation.  
Working within a denomination full of rules, he challenged us to see differently, and to be “repairers of 
the breach.”  When we fail, try again a different way.  Go to places where we are not comfortable.  Take 
risks.  Get engaged at every level of transformation.   

The other highlight of my time in Louisville was working with the fantastic members of the polity 
committee and the staff who supported our committee.  Our committee was comprised of 32 members 
from across the church – from Puerto Rico and Los Angeles to Ohio and Louisiana and all places in 
between.  Ranging in age from 18 to closer to 80, the committee members reflected the wide diversity of 
the church in the color of their skin, their sexual and gender orientation, their occupations and avocations 
as teaching elders and ruling elders, and their wide-ranging theological perspectives.  We approved 
overtures to add antiracism and antiharassment policies to the church’s governance.  We wrestled with 
whether or not to remove the designation “honorably” before the word “retired” for membership 
classification.  Although we did not ultimately recommend approval of the Presbytery of North Carolina’s 
overture that our denomination not require pastors to surrender membership with other Christian 
churches, we applauded the intent and motivation behind the overture, and affirmed efforts to engage in 
full communion with historically Black denominations.  Our closest vote was whether congregations may 
elect members as ruling elders to serve on higher councils without first serving a term on session.  Our 
committee members had lots of opinions on that one! 

The plenary sessions took place over Zoom the week of July 5, and I found the remote nature of the 
Assembly work to be more challenging than the work of the committee.  As we all know, people may 
speak more carelessly and more often when joining remotely from their dining room tables, as opposed 
to being together in personal relationships within the same physical room.  

The most impactful event of plenary, for me, came at the conclusion of the report from the Race and 
Gender Justice Committee.  It was an offering of an apology to African Americans for the sin of slavery 
and its legacy.  White commissioners were invited to read together --out loud and collectively -- the litany 
of repentance.  People of color were invited to receive the words.  It was incredibly moving to watch this 
occur on Zoom – panning through the Zoom windows to watch the white faces read the apology, and to 
watch the faces of color receive the words.   

God was in the midst of the 225th General Assembly, and I am grateful for the honor of representing our 
Presbytery at that Assembly.  
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