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Report of the General Presbyter
January 5, 2023

“What now?”

Dear PWNC,

Happy New Year to you! | hope you and your loved ones had a blessed Advent, Christmas, and New
Year!

| read the daily devotionals from Myers Park Presbyterian Church in Charlotte, which are written by
members of the church staff. The devotion for Monday, January 2 was focused on the birth of the
Messiah from Matthew 1:18-25. In this passage Mary was found to be pregnant by the Holy Spirit
when she was engaged to Joseph. In turn, he was planning to leave her quietly but was persuaded by
the angel to stay with her because she was going to give birth to the Savior, Jesus. Instead of leaving,
the angel confronted Joseph to embrace what is possible through this miraculous birth. The writer of
this devotion asks us to ponder in this new year and the joy of Christmastide “how do the words of the
angel challenge us amidst our ‘what now’s ?”

As Joseph asked the question “what now?” with Mary being pregnant, we ask ourselves the same
guestion. How do we deal with our fears, insecurities, pressures, problems, major decisions, and life-
altering situations? This “what now?” question is vitally important as we continue to discern where
God is leading us in life and ministry in these times. Do we turn to other things or do we turn toward
our faith?

| have seen people turn to their faith in my travels in ministry within and outside the PWNC. Recently, |
returned from my first trip to Guatemala! | was a member of a seven-member delegation led by our
Guatemala Partnership Coordinator, Marie Palacios, to visit and spend time with our brothers and
sisters in Sur Occidente and Suchitepéquez Presbyteries. | met with the leadership of each Presbytery,
stayed with a family, preached at Iglesia Presbiteriana Nueva Esperanza (New Hope Presbyterian
Church) in the city of San Felipe (the sister church of Burnsville First), visited PWNC-sponsored and
other non-profit organizations, spent two nights at the Seminario Evangelio Presbiteriano (Evangelical
Presbyterian Seminary) in San Martin Zapotitlan, and so much more. Our delegation also had the
opportunity to spend a few days in the city of Antigua and visit Lake Atitlan. | cannot even begin to tell
you what a blessing it was to be in community with our Guatemalan partners and | am still processing
the trip. | do know that | am SO proud of our 29 congregations that have a sister relationship with
churches in these two Presbyteries. It will soon be 30 years since our Presbytery established this
partnership and in 2024 we hope to have a great celebration of what God has brought together. | want
to give a special thanks to Marie, who will transition from the Coordinator position this month. Our
partnership would not be as strong and effective if not for her love and passion for Guatemala. Thank
you, Marie!l
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We still need more churches to establish a partnership with congregations in Guatemala. If you are
interested, please let me know.

We are also turning toward our faith as a Revisioning Task Force, who have sought God’s direction in
reviewing how we carry out mission and ministry in the Presbytery since October of 2021. Recently,
the Task Force, along with members of the General Council, had a two-day strategic planning retreat
facilitated by Rev. Ann Philbrick, a retired PCUSA minister and former mid-council leader. The retreat
focused on four areas: 1) forming a shared practical vision, 2) naming underlying contradictions, 3)
identifying strategic directions, and 4) designing a plan for implementation. | believe all of us can say
that it was very helpful. Among my own insights was the discovery that change is not simply changing
our structure; it is a deeper exploration into a journey of who is God calling PWNC to become. You will
hear more about our findings and the way forward soon. In the meantime, please pray for the Task
Force as they continue listening for God’s voice in their work.

Faith is also evident in other areas of the Presbytery. | have worshipped with Ryburn Memorial, Shiloh,
Korean Presbyterian of Asheville, Shelby, and Banner Elk congregations. | also plan to worship with FPC
Gastonia, Third Street, and Waldensian churches before this Presbytery meeting. Each of these
congregations are seeking to live out the call of the Gospel in these challenging times.

As we move beyond Christmastide into the rest of this year, | hope you will remember to answer the
“what now?” question by living your faith. There are many things to be fearful of and worry about.
May you hear the voice of the angel and be assured that God is always with us!

Peace,

Byron
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